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Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Chapter 4 is a pivotal segment of Robert Louis Stevenson's classic novella,
exploring the profound duality of human nature through the interactions and events surrounding the
enigmatic characters of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. In this chapter, the narrative delves deeper into the
sinister implications of Hyde's existence, revealing the growing tension and fear that his actions instill
in the people around him. This chapter not only advances the plot but also enriches the themes of
morality, identity, and the struggle between good and evil that permeate the text.

Overview of Chapter 4

Chapter 4, titled "The Carew Murder Case," serves as a crucial turning point in the narrative. It depicts
an unsettling crime that ultimately intertwines the fates of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde more closely than
ever before. The chapter opens with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, grappling with the
implications of Hyde's connection to Jekyll. As Utterson investigates Hyde's past and his relationship
with Jekyll, a shocking incident occurs that escalates the tension and foreshadows the eventual
revelation of Hyde's true nature.

Key Characters Introduced

Several important characters play a significant role in Chapter 4:

1. Mr. Utterson: The rational lawyer and confidant of Dr. Jekyll, who is deeply concerned about Jekyll's
association with Hyde.

2. Mr. Hyde: The sinister alter ego of Dr. Jekyll, representing the darker aspects of humanity.

3. Sir Danvers Carew: A respected member of society and the unfortunate victim of Hyde's violent
actions.

4. The Maid: A witness to the murder, representing innocent bystanders who are affected by Hyde's
brutality.



Plot Summary

The chapter begins with Mr. Utterson's continued unease regarding Dr. Jekyll's will, which stipulates
that in the event of Jekyll's disappearance or death, all his possessions should pass to Mr. Hyde.
Utterson's worry intensifies as he begins to suspect that Hyde might be blackmailing Jekyll. To
investigate further, Utterson resolves to confront Hyde.

The Murder of Sir Danvers Carew

The narrative takes a dark turn when a horrific crime is committed. One night, Sir Danvers Carew, a
well-respected member of London society, is brutally attacked and murdered by Hyde. The shocking
nature of this act serves to underscore the violent potential that resides within Hyde.

- The Description of the Attack:

- The attack is described in vivid detail, heightening the horror of the event.

- Hyde's actions are portrayed as primal and animalistic, showcasing his complete lack of empathy
and moral restraint.

The Maid’s Testimony

After the murder, a maid who witnesses the event provides chilling testimony. She describes seeing
Hyde attack Carew with a heavy cane, leading to the latter's demise. Her perspective adds an
element of horror and shock, as she is an innocent bystander thrust into the chaos of Hyde's
malevolence.

- Key Points from the Maid's Account:

- She describes Hyde's physical appearance as unsettling, noting his deformities and the malevolence
that seems to radiate from him.

- Her account emphasizes the randomness of violence, as Carew was merely passing by when he
encountered Hyde.

Utterson’s Investigation

Following the murder, Mr. Utterson becomes determined to uncover the truth behind Hyde's
connection to Jekyll. His investigation leads him to confront Hyde directly, revealing the tension and
fear that Hyde instills in those around him.

The Confrontation

- Utterson’s Encounter with Hyde:

- When Utterson meets Hyde, he is struck by the man's physicality and the sense of danger that
surrounds him.

- Hyde's demeanor is aggressive and defiant, further unsettling Utterson.

- Hyde's Reaction to Utterson:
- Hyde's contempt for Utterson reveals his arrogance and disregard for social norms.
- This encounter solidifies Utterson's resolve to protect Jekyll from Hyde's influence.



Thematic Analysis

Chapter 4 serves to deepen several key themes within "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," including the duality
of human nature, the struggle between good and evil, and the consequences of unchecked desires.

Duality of Human Nature

The juxtaposition of Jekyll and Hyde embodies the struggle between the civilized self and the primal
instincts that lurk beneath the surface. Jekyll represents the facade of respectability and morality,
while Hyde embodies the darker impulses that society represses.

- The Conflict:

- The chapter illustrates how easily the line between good and evil can blur, raising questions about
the nature of humanity.

- Utterson's investigation reflects the societal fear of the hidden evils that can reside in seemingly
good people.

The Consequences of Repression

Dr. Jekyll's attempt to separate his dual nature leads to catastrophic consequences. The emergence of
Hyde represents the dangers of repression and the eventual necessity of confronting one's darker
impulses.

- Hyde as a Manifestation of Repression:

- Hyde's violence and savagery serve as a warning against the dangers of denying one's true self.

- The chapter suggests that attempts to compartmentalize aspects of identity can lead to destructive
outcomes.

Societal Morality and Class

The murder of Sir Danvers Carew highlights the fragility of social order and the impact of class
distinctions within Victorian society. Carew's murder by Hyde, a man of lower social standing,
underscores the fear of the underclass and the potential for violence that lurks beneath the surface.

- Implications for Society:
- The chapter raises questions about the moral responsibilities of individuals within society and the

consequences of ignoring the darker elements of human nature.
- It suggests a critique of societal norms that prioritize reputation over genuine moral integrity.

Conclusion

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Chapter 4 is a critical component of Stevenson's exploration of the human



psyche. Through the horrific act of murder and the subsequent investigation, the chapter reveals the
complexities of identity, morality, and societal expectations. The stark contrast between Jekyll and
Hyde serves as a metaphor for the dual nature of humanity, prompting readers to reflect on the
darker impulses that exist within us all. As the narrative unfolds, the tension between these opposing
forces intensifies, setting the stage for the inevitable confrontation between Jekyll and Hyde, and
ultimately revealing the tragic consequences of repression and the struggle for identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event happens at the beginning of Chapter 4
of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

At the beginning of Chapter 4, Mr. Utterson and Mr. Enfield discuss the strange events surrounding
Mr. Hyde, particularly the incident involving the trampling of a young girl.

How does Mr. Utterson react to the news about Mr. Hyde in
Chapter 4?

Mr. Utterson is deeply disturbed by the revelations about Mr. Hyde, especially when he learns that
Hyde has a connection to his friend, Dr. Jekyll.

What is the significance of the letter mentioned in Chapter 4?

The letter serves as evidence of Dr. Jekyll's relationship with Mr. Hyde, highlighting the trust Jekyll
places in Hyde and foreshadowing the conflict between their identities.

What does Mr. Utterson discover about Mr. Hyde's residence
in Chapter 4?

Mr. Utterson learns that Mr. Hyde lives in a dilapidated house that once belonged to Dr. Jekyll,
reinforcing the connection between the two men.

How does the theme of duality manifest in Chapter 4?

The theme of duality is emphasized through the contrasting personalities of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,
showcasing the struggle between good and evil within a single individual.

What role does Mr. Utterson play in Chapter 4?

Mr. Utterson acts as a detective figure, piecing together the mystery surrounding Mr. Hyde and his
connection to Dr. Jekyll, which sets the stage for the unfolding drama.

What does Chapter 4 reveal about the nature of friendship?

Chapter 4 illustrates the complexities of friendship, particularly Mr. Utterson's loyalty to Dr. Jekyll, as
he becomes increasingly concerned about Jekyll's association with the dangerous Mr. Hyde.



How does the chapter contribute to the overall mood of
suspense in the novel?

The chapter builds suspense by gradually revealing information about Mr. Hyde's violent behavior and
his connection to Dr. Jekyll, creating an atmosphere of dread and uncertainty.
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