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Summary

Chapter 1 frorm "Dy Jekyll and Mr Hyde" 15 entitled *Story of the Doar®, Utierson
as well as Enfield are outside for a walk just after they pass a unfamiliar-appearning
door. Enfield recalls a story including the door. In the previous hours of specific
cold marning, he suggests, he saw a man trampling against a young giel. this
shiockad Utterson 50 then uttérson followed the man and led hem Back 1o the
location of the crime, Utterson starts his detective work that resumes during the
novel moreover meets Edward Hyde for the first time. Utterson defines Hyde like
“pale and dwarfish...deformity.._husky...murderous®

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Chapter 1 Summary introduces readers to the eerie and mysterious world
created by Robert Louis Stevenson. In this opening chapter of the classic novella, we meet Mr.
Utterson, a lawyer, and his friend Mr. Enfield as they stroll through the streets of London. This chapter
sets the stage for the profound themes of duality, morality, and the nature of humanity that will be

explored throughout the story.

The Characters and Setting

In this first chapter, the characters are introduced in a way that establishes their personalities and the



social context in which they operate.

Mr. Utterson

Mr. Utterson is a rational and reserved lawyer, embodying the Victorian ideals of respectability and
decorum. He is characterized by his:

1. Pragmatic nature: Utterson is practical and grounded in his approach to life, often avoiding
situations that could lead to scandal or moral ambiguity.

2. Loyalty: He is deeply loyal to his friends, particularly Dr. Jekyll, and is concerned about his well-
being.

3. Curiosity: Although he embodies a strong sense of duty, Utterson's curiosity is piqued when he
hears strange tales about Mr. Hyde.

Mr. Enfield

Mr. Enfield is another key character introduced in this chapter. He serves as a distant relative and
friend to Utterson. Enfield is known for his:

1. Storytelling ability: He narrates the disturbing incident involving Mr. Hyde, which sets the tone for
the chapter.

2. Moral outrage: Enfield expresses indignation at the actions of Hyde, reflecting societal norms and
expectations.

3. Skepticism: His reaction to the story of Hyde reveals a cautious attitude towards the darker aspects
of human nature.

The Mysterious Incident

The chapter revolves around a shocking incident that Enfield recounts to Utterson during their walk.
This incident involves a grotesque figure, Mr. Hyde, who tramples over a young girl in the street.

Details of the Incident

1. The description of Hyde: Enfield describes Mr. Hyde as a deformed and repulsive man, whose
appearance evokes an instinctual sense of dread. His physicality is symbolic of the darker, hidden
aspects of humanity.

2. The reaction of bystanders: Enfield recounts how a crowd gathered after the incident, with people
expressing outrage and concern for the injured girl.

3. Hyde’s compensation: Hyde offers a check to compensate the girl's family, which is signed by Dr.
Jekyll, hinting at a mysterious connection between the two men.



The Themes Introduced

In Chapter 1 of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, several themes are introduced that will be explored in greater
depth throughout the novella.

Duality of Human Nature

The concept of duality is central to the story, and it is introduced through the contrast between the
respectable Utterson and the malevolent Hyde. This theme raises questions about:

- The coexistence of good and evil within individuals.

- The societal pressure to conform to moral standards.
- The hidden aspects of personality that can emerge when one suppresses their darker impulses.

Mystery and Suspense

The chapter is filled with an atmosphere of mystery and suspense, primarily surrounding the
character of Mr. Hyde. Key points include:

- Utterson’s growing unease: As Enfield recounts the story, Utterson’s concern for Jekyll intensifies,
hinting at deeper secrets.

- The enigmatic nature of Hyde: The ambiguity surrounding Hyde's character leaves readers intrigued
and eager to learn more about his relationship with Jekyll.

Victorian Society and Morality

Stevenson’s depiction of Victorian society plays a crucial role in the novella. Key aspects include:

- The strict moral codes of the time: Characters like Utterson embody the societal expectations of
respectability, while Hyde represents the repressed desires of the era.

- Fear of scandal: The characters’ reactions to Hyde's behavior reflect the societal fear of scandal and
the consequences of moral failure.

The Importance of the Setting

The setting of London plays a significant role in shaping the mood and themes of the novella.

Urban Landscape

1. The foggy streets: The description of London’s fog creates an atmosphere of mystery and obscurity



that parallels the hidden darkness within human nature.
2. Contrasting environments: The respectable areas of London juxtaposed with the darker, more
sinister parts reflect the duality present in the characters.

Cultural Context

Understanding the cultural context of Victorian England is essential for grasping the significance of
the characters’ actions and the societal norms they adhere to. Key points include:

- The emphasis on social status and reputation.

- The fear of the unknown and the irrational aspects of human behavior.

- The tension between scientific progress and moral responsibility, as hinted at through Jekyll's
experiments.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Chapter 1 summary serves as a powerful introduction to the
novella's central themes and characters. Through the lens of Mr. Utterson and Mr. Enfield, readers are
drawn into a world filled with mystery, moral ambiguity, and the exploration of the darker sides of
human nature. As the story unfolds, the questions raised in this opening chapter will resonate
throughout the narrative, inviting readers to reflect on the complexities of identity and morality. The
brilliant craftsmanship of Stevenson ensures that even in this first chapter, the groundwork is laid for
a gripping exploration of the human psyche.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main setting of Chapter 1 in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?

Chapter 1 is primarily set in London, specifically focusing on the quiet, respectable areas contrasted
with the darker, more sinister locations associated with Mr. Hyde.

Who are the key characters introduced in Chapter 1?

The key characters introduced in Chapter 1 are Mr. Utterson, a lawyer, and Mr. Enfield, his distant
cousin and friend.

What significant event do Utterson and Enfield discuss in
Chapter 1?

Utterson and Enfield discuss a mysterious incident involving Mr. Hyde trampling a young girl, which
leads to a confrontation and the peculiar nature of Hyde's character.



How does the character of Mr. Hyde appear to Mr. Utterson
and Mr. Enfield?

Mr. Hyde is described as a repulsive and deformed figure, evoking a sense of horror and disgust in
both Utterson and Enfield.

What does Mr. Enfield reveal about Mr. Hyde's relationship
with Dr. Jekyll?

Mr. Enfield reveals that Mr. Hyde has a strange connection to Dr. Jekyll, having inherited a substantial
amount of money from him, which raises concerns for Utterson.

What themes are introduced in Chapter 1 of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?

Themes of duality, the nature of evil, and the contrast between respectability and hidden vice are
introduced in Chapter 1.

How does Chapter 1 set the tone for the rest of the story?

Chapter 1 sets a mysterious and foreboding tone, establishing an atmosphere of intrigue and hinting
at the darker elements of human nature that will be explored throughout the novella.

What is Mr. Utterson's reaction to the story of Mr. Hyde?

Mr. Utterson is deeply troubled by the story of Mr. Hyde and becomes increasingly concerned about
his friend Dr. Jekyll's association with him, prompting Utterson to investigate further.
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