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Double Fudge by Judy Blume is a delightful children's novel that continues the adventures of the
beloved character Peter Hatcher and his quirky family. As a sequel to "Fudge," this book captures the
essence of childhood humor, sibling rivalry, and the chaos of family life. In this article, we will explore
the key themes, characters, and plot of "Double Fudge," providing a comprehensive summary of this

engaging story.



Overview of Double Fudge

"Double Fudge," published in 2002, is the fourth book in Judy Blume's Fudge series. Blume, a
renowned author of children's and young adult literature, has a knack for portraying the ups and downs
of growing up. The novel revolves around Peter Hatcher, his mischievous younger brother Fudge, and
their family dynamics. Set in New York City, the story is filled with humor, relatable situations, and

valuable life lessons.

Main Characters

The characters in "Double Fudge" are vibrant and memorable, each contributing to the story's charm.

Here are the main characters:
e Peter Hatcher: The protagonist and narrator of the story, Peter is a typical older brother trying to
navigate the challenges of family life and adolescence.

e Fudge Hatcher: Peter's younger brother, Fudge, is a whirlwind of energy, mischief, and chaos.

His antics often lead to humorous situations.

e Mrs. Hatcher: The caring and patient mother who tries to keep the family together amidst the

chaos caused by her children.

e Mr. Hatcher: The father, who supports his family and often provides comic relief with his laid-

back attitude.

¢ Grandma: The boys' grandmother, who adds an extra layer of humor and warmth to the family

dynamic.



e Daniel, Tootsie, and other friends: Peter and Fudge's friends, who often join in on the adventures

and mischief.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Peter's excitement about a new family project: the construction of a new home
for Grandma. However, Peter's enthusiasm quickly turns into frustration when he learns that Fudge
has a new obsession—money. Fudge has decided that he wants to become a millionaire and starts a

series of zany schemes to get rich.

Fudge's Money-Making Schemes

Fudge's adventures in becoming a millionaire lead to a variety of hilarious situations. Here are some of

the schemes he devises:
1. Fudge's Lemonade Stand: Fudge sets up a lemonade stand to earn money, but his lack of
business acumen leads to comical failures.

2. Pet Rock Business: Fudge decides to sell pet rocks, which initially seems like a great idea until

he realizes the lack of demand.

3. Investment Plans: Fudge tries to convince Peter to invest their allowance in his money-making

ventures, leading to sibling conflicts.

As Fudge's antics escalate, Peter finds himself in a constant battle to manage his brother's schemes



while trying to maintain his own sanity. This sibling rivalry is a central theme in the book, highlighting

the complexities of brotherly love and competition.

The Family's Summer Adventure

Amidst Fudge's antics, the Hatcher family plans a summer vacation that takes them on a rollercoaster
journey. They visit a variety of places, including a family reunion that brings together extended family
members and introduces new dynamics. The reunion is filled with humorous moments, awkward

interactions, and heartwarming connections.

During their travels, the boys encounter various challenges, from dealing with family quirks to
navigating misunderstandings. Judy Blume masterfully captures the essence of family life, showcasing

both the chaos and the love that binds them together.

Themes in Double Fudge

"Double Fudge" is more than just a humorous tale; it also explores several important themes:

Sibling Rivalry and Love

The relationship between Peter and Fudge serves as a focal point for the exploration of sibling rivalry.
Peter often feels overwhelmed by Fudge's antics, but deep down, he cares for his brother. Blume

illustrates how siblings can drive each other crazy while still having a deep bond.



Growing Up

As Peter navigates the challenges of growing up, he learns valuable lessons about responsibility,
patience, and understanding. The story captures the essence of childhood—filled with innocence,

curiosity, and the pursuit of independence.

Family Dynamics

The Hatcher family's interactions showcase the complexities of family life. From the loving bond
between parents and children to the humorous conflicts that arise, Blume highlights the importance of

family support during challenging times.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Double Fudge by Judy Blume is a captivating story that resonates with readers of all
ages. Through humor and relatable experiences, Blume captures the essence of childhood, the chaos
of family life, and the enduring love between siblings. The book serves as a reminder that while
growing up can be challenging, the bonds of family and the joy of shared experiences make the

journey worthwhile.
Whether you are revisiting the Hatcher family's adventures or discovering them for the first time,

"Double Fudge" is a delightful read that promises laughter, heartwarming moments, and a reflection on

the beautiful chaos of family life.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Double Fudge' by Judy Blume?

The main theme of 'Double Fudge' revolves around family dynamics, the challenges of growing up,

and the importance of friendship.

Who are the main characters in 'Double Fudge'?

The main characters include Peter Hatcher, his younger brother Fudge, and their family, along with

friends and neighbors who contribute to the story.

How does Fudge's character develop throughout the book?

Fudge's character develops from being a mischievous and self-centered child to showing signs of

growth and understanding as he learns to navigate relationships and responsibilities.

What event triggers the main conflict in 'Double Fudge'?

The main conflict is triggered by the arrival of Peter and Fudge's relatives, particularly when Fudge's

behavior causes chaos in the family and leads to humorous situations.

In 'Double Fudge', how does Peter cope with having a brother like
Fudge?

Peter copes with having Fudge as a brother through humor, patience, and by finding ways to assert

his own identity despite Fudge's antics.

What role does humor play in 'Double Fudge'?

Humor is a significant element in 'Double Fudge', as it helps to depict the everyday challenges of

family life and the absurdities of childhood experiences.

How does Judy Blume address sibling rivalry in 'Double Fudge'?

Judy Blume addresses sibling rivalry by showcasing Peter's feelings of resentment and frustration

towards Fudge, while also highlighting moments of love and loyalty between the brothers.



What lessons do the characters learn by the end of 'Double Fudge'?

By the end of 'Double Fudge', the characters learn valuable lessons about acceptance, the importance

of family, and how to handle life's unexpected challenges.

Is 'Double Fudge' a standalone book or part of a series?

'Double Fudge' is part of the 'Fudge' series, which includes earlier books like 'Tales of a Fourth Grade

Nothing' and 'Superfudge'.

What age group is 'Double Fudge' suitable for?

'Double Fudge' is primarily aimed at middle-grade readers, typically ages 8 to 12, but its themes can

resonate with readers of all ages.
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