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In Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, the first chapter titled "Story of the Door" introduces readers to the dark and
enigmatic world of Victorian London, setting the stage for the exploration of duality within human
nature. This chapter serves as a crucial entry point into the narrative, establishing key characters and
themes while hinting at the supernatural elements that will unfold later in the story. The narrative
begins with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and the protagonist, who becomes embroiled in the mystery
surrounding the peculiar relationship between Dr. Henry Jekyll and the sinister Mr. Edward Hyde.



Setting the Scene

The chapter opens with a vivid description of the streets of London, where the contrast between the
respectable and the morally ambiguous is starkly portrayed.

The City of London

- Atmosphere: The atmosphere of London is depicted as gloomy and oppressive, reflecting the inner
turmoil of its inhabitants.
- Architecture: The narrative describes a juxtaposition of elegant buildings alongside dark alleyways,
symbolizing the duality of man.
- Time Period: Set in the late 19th century, the story captures the essence of Victorian society, known
for its strict moral codes and hidden vices.

Introduction of Key Characters

The chapter introduces two main characters who are central to the story:

1. Mr. Utterson:
- A reputable lawyer, Utterson is depicted as a rational man with a sense of duty and a strong moral
compass.
- He is characterized by his concern for his friends and his desire to understand the mysteries
surrounding them.

2. Mr. Richard Enfield:
- A distant cousin of Utterson, Enfield serves as a storyteller in this chapter, recounting a peculiar
incident he witnessed.
- His character is significant as he provides the first glimpse into the strange world of Mr. Hyde.

The Mysterious Door

Utterson and Enfield are walking through the city when they come across a mysterious door that
sparks Enfield’s recollection of a bizarre story involving Mr. Hyde.

The Incident with the Girl

- Description of the Door: The door is described as a "black, like a door in a neighborhood," suggesting
it leads to something sinister.
- Enfield's Story: Enfield recounts an incident where he witnessed Hyde trample a young girl.
- Vivid Imagery: The description of the girl’s injuries evokes sympathy, heightening the horror of
Hyde's actions.
- Public Reaction: Enfield details how a crowd gathered, prompting Hyde to offer compensation for the



girl’s injuries, showcasing his manipulative nature.

The Nature of Mr. Hyde

- Characterization: Hyde is portrayed as a monstrous figure, both physically and morally repugnant.
- Enfield’s Reaction: Enfield expresses disgust and repulsion towards Hyde, emphasizing his dark
appearance and demeanor.
- Symbol of Evil: Mr. Hyde represents the darker aspects of humanity, a theme that will be explored
throughout the narrative.

Utterson's Concern

After hearing Enfield's story, Utterson's concern grows, particularly as he learns that Hyde has a
strange connection to his old friend, Dr. Jekyll.

Connection to Dr. Jekyll

- Will and Testament: Utterson recalls Jekyll's will, which stipulates that in the event of his death or
disappearance, all his possessions should go to Hyde.
- Suspicion: This revelation raises Utterson’s suspicions about Hyde's influence over Jekyll, leading
him to fear for his friend's wellbeing.

Utterson's Investigation Begins

- Decision to Investigate: Utterson resolves to learn more about Hyde and his connection to Jekyll,
marking the beginning of his quest for the truth.
- Moral Dilemma: This decision reflects Utterson's internal conflict as he grapples with the potential
danger posed by Hyde.

Thematic Elements

Chapter 1 lays the groundwork for several key themes that will permeate the rest of the novel.

Duality of Human Nature

- Good vs. Evil: The introduction of Jekyll and Hyde sets up the central conflict between the dual
aspects of human nature—good and evil.
- Victorian Morality: The contrast between the respectable society and the lurking vices highlights the
theme of repression and the consequences of denying one's darker impulses.



Friendship and Loyalty

- Utterson's Loyalty: Utterson’s concern for Jekyll illustrates the importance of friendship and loyalty,
setting up the emotional stakes for later events.
- Dangerous Associations: The relationship between Jekyll and Hyde raises questions about the
influence of toxic friendships.

Reputation and Respectability

- Victorian Society: The emphasis on reputation reflects the societal pressures of the time, where
public perception was paramount.
- Fear of Scandal: Utterson's anxiety about Jekyll's association with Hyde reveals the fear of scandal
that loomed over Victorian life.

Conclusion

Chapter 1 of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde serves as a compelling introduction to the novella, establishing the
mood, setting, and thematic concerns that will resonate throughout the story. Through Utterson's
perspective, readers are drawn into a world where moral boundaries are tested, and the struggle
between good and evil is not just external but internal as well. The chapter ends with a sense of
foreboding, hinting at the dark revelations to come as Utterson delves deeper into the mysteries
surrounding Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. As the narrative unfolds, the complexities of human nature and
the consequences of unchecked desires will be brought to light, making this exploration of the duality
of man a timeless literary classic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main setting introduced in Chapter 1 of 'Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde'?
The main setting introduced is London, specifically a foggy and dreary area that reflects the dark
themes of the story.

Who are the primary characters introduced in Chapter 1 of
'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The primary characters introduced are Mr. Utterson, a lawyer, and Mr. Enfield, a distant relative of
Utterson.

What incident do Mr. Utterson and Mr. Enfield discuss in



Chapter 1?
They discuss the incident involving a mysterious man named Mr. Hyde, who trampled a young girl and
later paid compensation to her family.

How does Mr. Enfield describe Mr. Hyde in Chapter 1?
Mr. Enfield describes Mr. Hyde as a repulsive and unsettling figure, evoking a sense of fear and
disgust in those who encounter him.

What important theme is hinted at in Chapter 1 of the novel?
The theme of duality in human nature is hinted at, as the characters speculate about the nature of Mr.
Hyde and his connection to Dr. Jekyll.

What is the significance of the door mentioned in Chapter 1?
The door represents the hidden, darker side of humanity, as it is associated with Mr. Hyde and the
secrets that lie behind it.
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