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The world of television has seen many iconic series, but few have left a mark
as indelible as "Doctor Who." This British science fiction show first aired
in 1963 and has since evolved into a cultural phenomenon. The classic
episodes, spanning from 1963 to 1989, offer a treasure trove of storytelling,
character development, and innovative special effects that continue to
influence the genre today. In this article, we will delve into a
comprehensive guide to the classic episodes of "Doctor Who," highlighting key
story arcs, memorable characters, and important episodes that every fan
should know.



Overview of Classic Doctor Who

"Doctor Who" originally aired on the BBC from 1963 to 1989 and featured a
total of 26 seasons. The show follows the adventures of the Doctor, a Time
Lord from the planet Gallifrey, who travels through time and space in the
TARDIS—a time machine that resembles a British police box on the outside. The
Doctor is often accompanied by a companion, and together they confront
various adversaries, solve mysteries, and explore the nature of humanity.

The Doctors

Over the years, the Doctor has been portrayed by various actors, each
bringing their unique flair to the character. Here’s a list of the classic
Doctors:

1. First Doctor (William Hartnell): Portrayed from 1963 to 1966, he was an
elderly figure with a stern demeanor but had a soft spot for his companions.
2. Second Doctor (Patrick Troughton): Known for his more playful and
whimsical approach, Troughton brought a childlike charm to the role from 1966
to 1969.

3. Third Doctor (Jon Pertwee): Active from 1970 to 1974, Pertwee introduced a
suave and action-oriented Doctor, often fighting against the forces of evil.
4. Fourth Doctor (Tom Baker): Perhaps the most famous, Baker’s long scarf and
eccentricity made him a beloved figure from 1974 to 1981.

5. Fifth Doctor (Peter Davison): Serving from 1981 to 1984, Davison portrayed
a more vulnerable and youthful Doctor.

6. Sixth Doctor (Colin Baker): Known for his flamboyant style, he held the
role from 1984 to 1986.

7. Seventh Doctor (Sylvester McCoy): The final classic Doctor, McCoy brought
a darker and more mysterious edge to the character from 1987 to 1989.

Key Story Arcs

Classic "Doctor Who" is filled with memorable story arcs that showcase the
show's creativity and depth. Below are some of the most significant
storylines:

e The Daleks: First introduced in 1963, these iconic foes became a staple
of the series. Their mechanized voices and relentless pursuit of
conquest captured the audience's imagination.

e The Cybermen: Another classic adversary, the Cybermen were introduced in
1966. They represent a chilling vision of humanity’s future, emphasizing
the dangers of technology and loss of individuality.

e The Master: The Doctor's arch-nemesis, The Master, first appeared in
1971. His cunning and manipulation provided a formidable challenge,
creating a rich narrative of good versus evil.

e The Time War: Though primarily explored in the revival series, hints of
the Time War were present in classic episodes, setting the stage for
future conflicts.



Notable Episodes

Within the classic run of "Doctor Who," there are standout episodes that
define the series. Here’s a selection of episodes that every fan should
watch:

1. “An Unearthly Child” (1963) - The very first episode introduces the
Doctor, his granddaughter Susan, and his first companions, Ian and
Barbara. It sets the tone for the adventures to come.

2. “The Daleks” (1963) - This serial introduces the Daleks, showcasing
their ruthless nature and establishing them as the Doctor’s most
persistent foes.

3. “The Mind Robber” (1968) - A surreal episode that explores the nature of
reality and storytelling, featuring a unique blend of fantasy and
science fiction.

4. “Genesis of the Daleks” (1975) - A critically acclaimed serial that
delves into the origins of the Daleks, raising moral questions about
time travel and intervention.

5. “The Deadly Assassin” (1976) - A deep dive into Time Lord society,
featuring the first on-screen appearance of Gallifrey and the Time
Lords' politics.

6. “City of Death” (1979) - A fan-favorite featuring witty dialogue, a
charming Parisian setting, and one of the most clever plots in the
series.

7. “The Caves of Androzani” (1984) - Often regarded as one of the best
stories in the classic era, this episode features the Fifth Doctor’s
final adventure and a poignant farewell.

Impact and Legacy

The classic era of "Doctor Who" laid the groundwork for the series' revival
in 2005. Its influence can be seen in various aspects of modern television
and film, particularly in the realm of science fiction. The show's ability to
blend genres, tackle complex themes, and feature strong character development
has inspired countless creators.

Moreover, classic episodes continue to resonate with audiences, leading to a
resurgence of interest in the original series. Many fans appreciate the charm
of vintage storytelling, practical effects, and the show's pioneering spirit.

Rewatching Classic Episodes

For those looking to revisit the classic "Doctor Who" episodes, several



platforms offer access to the series:

1. BBC iPlayer: For UK residents, the BBC iPlayer provides a selection of
classic episodes.

2. BritBox: This streaming service offers a comprehensive library of classic
"Doctor Who" episodes.

3. DVD and Blu-ray Collections: Many classic episodes are available for
purchase, often with additional features and commentary.

Conclusion

The classic era of "Doctor Who" is a rich tapestry of storytelling, character
exploration, and imaginative adventures. From the initial curiosity of the
First Doctor to the complex narratives of the later Doctors, each episode
offers a glimpse into the infinite possibilities of time and space. Whether
you are a long-time fan or a newcomer, this guide to the classic episodes
serves as a roadmap to understanding the legacy of one of television's most
enduring series. As we continue to celebrate and explore the adventures of
the Doctor, the classic episodes remain a vital part of what makes "Doctor
Who" a beloved institution in science fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 'Doctor Who Classic
Episode Guide'?

The 'Doctor Who Classic Episode Guide' provides a comprehensive overview of
the original series episodes, including plot summaries, character details,
and production notes, making it a valuable resource for fans and researchers
alike.

How many seasons are included in the 'Doctor Who
Classic Episode Guide'?

The classic series of 'Doctor Who' includes 26 seasons, running from 1963 to
1989, which are all covered in the guide.

What are some notable episodes highlighted in the
guide?

Notable episodes include 'Genesis of the Daleks', 'The Caves of Androzani',
and 'The Day of the Doctor', which are often praised for their storytelling
and character development.

Does the guide cover the regeneration of the Doctor?

Yes, the guide details all the Doctor's regenerations, highlighting the
significance of each transition and the impact on the series.

Are there any special features in the 'Doctor Who



Classic Episode Guide'?

Many editions of the guide include behind-the-scenes insights, interviews
with cast and crew, and trivia that enrich the viewing experience for fans.

How can fans use the guide to enhance their viewing
experience?

Fans can use the guide to find episode recommendations, understand character
arcs, and gain context on the cultural impact of each episode.

Is the 'Doctor Who Classic Episode Guide' suitable
for new fans?

Absolutely! The guide serves as an excellent introduction for new fans,
providing essential background information and helping them navigate the
extensive classic series.

Where can I find the 'Doctor Who Classic Episode
Guide'?

The guide can be found in bookstores, online retailers, and libraries, as
well as in various digital formats for easy access.
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