
Dr Jekyll And Mr Hyde Chapter 8

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Chapter 8 is a pivotal chapter in Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novella,
"Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde." This chapter delves deep into the psychological and moral
conflicts faced by the characters, particularly focusing on the duality of human nature. As the story
unfolds, we witness the consequences of Dr. Jekyll’s experiments and the dark persona of Mr. Hyde
come to light. This article explores the key themes, character developments, and significant plot
points of Chapter 8, providing a comprehensive analysis for readers and enthusiasts of classic
literature.

Summary of Chapter 8

Chapter 8, titled “The Last Night,” begins with a sense of foreboding as the story progresses
towards its climax. The chapter is narrated by Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, who is
deeply troubled by the ongoing events surrounding his friend and the mysterious Mr. Hyde.

Setting the Scene

The chapter opens with Mr. Utterson’s increasing concern for Dr. Jekyll. After the murder of Sir
Danvers Carew by Hyde, Utterson fears for Jekyll’s safety and moral integrity. He decides to
confront Jekyll about his relationship with Hyde and the implications it holds. The tension builds as
Utterson approaches Dr. Jekyll's laboratory, which serves as a physical representation of the dark
secrets he hides.



The Conversation with Poole

Utterson’s inquiry leads him to Poole, Jekyll’s loyal servant. Poole reveals that Dr. Jekyll has been
acting strangely and has isolated himself from the outside world. He expresses concern that Jekyll is
in danger and that Hyde has taken over. Here are some key points from their conversation:

Poole describes Jekyll’s reclusive behavior and his fears regarding Hyde.

Utterson learns that Jekyll has locked himself away and has not been seen for days.

Poole mentions that he has even seen Hyde entering and leaving the laboratory.

This exchange heightens the suspense and raises questions about Jekyll’s true nature and his
connection to Hyde.

The Climax of Revelation

As Utterson and Poole decide to confront Dr. Jekyll, they break into the laboratory. The atmosphere
is tense, filled with dread as they fear what they might find. Upon entering, they discover a shocking
scene that confirms their worst fears.

The Discovery of Mr. Hyde

In the laboratory, they find the body of Mr. Hyde, who has committed suicide. The revelation that
Hyde is dead raises profound questions about Jekyll’s identity and his transformation into Hyde. Key
points of this discovery include:

Utterson recognizes Hyde’s lifeless body and is struck by the realization that this dark alter
ego is a part of Jekyll.

There is a sense of tragic irony as Hyde’s death signifies the ultimate consequence of Jekyll’s
experiments.

The physical description of Hyde’s body reflects the moral decay and corruption that Jekyll has
succumbed to.

The Letter and Its Implications

After finding Hyde, Utterson discovers a letter addressed to him from Dr. Jekyll. This letter serves as



a crucial element in understanding the duality of human nature and the tragic consequences of
unchecked ambition.

Contents of the Letter

In the letter, Jekyll explains his transformation into Hyde and the insatiable desire that led him to
create his alter ego. Key insights from the letter include:

Jekyll describes how he initially enjoyed the freedom that Hyde provided, allowing him to
indulge in his darker impulses without consequence.

He acknowledges the growing power of Hyde over him, leading to a loss of control.

Jekyll expresses regret and sorrow for the harm inflicted upon others due to his experiments.

This letter is a powerful reflection on the duality of human nature and the struggle between good
and evil within each individual.

Thematic Exploration

Chapter 8 of "Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" is rich in themes that resonate with readers and invite deeper
analysis.

The Duality of Human Nature

One of the central themes in this chapter is the duality of human nature. Stevenson masterfully
illustrates how every individual possesses both good and evil tendencies. Jekyll’s transformation into
Hyde symbolizes the struggle between these two aspects. The reader is left to ponder:

Can one truly separate good from evil within oneself?

What are the consequences of giving in to darker impulses?

The Consequences of Scientific Experimentation

Another significant theme is the ethical implications of scientific experimentation. Jekyll’s quest for
knowledge and self-discovery leads to his downfall. His desire to unlock the secrets of human nature
results in tragic consequences, prompting reflection on the responsibilities that come with scientific



inquiry.

Character Analysis

Chapter 8 provides crucial insights into the characters of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, enhancing our
understanding of their complex relationship.

Dr. Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is portrayed as a tragic figure, torn between his desire for freedom and the moral
constraints of society. His eventual realization of the consequences of his actions illustrates:

The inherent struggle within him between societal expectations and personal desires.

The ultimate futility of trying to suppress one’s darker nature.

Mr. Hyde

Mr. Hyde embodies the darker side of humanity. His actions and eventual demise serve as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of succumbing to one’s basest instincts. Hyde’s character raises
questions about:

The nature of evil and its impact on society.

The idea that every individual has the potential for both good and evil.

Conclusion

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Chapter 8 is a critical turning point in the novella, encapsulating the
themes of duality, morality, and the consequences of unchecked ambition. Through the exploration
of complex characters and moral dilemmas, Stevenson invites readers to confront the darker aspects
of human nature. This chapter not only advances the plot but also deepens the philosophical
questions that linger throughout the story, making it a timeless piece of literature that continues to
resonate with audiences today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event occurs in Chapter 8 of 'Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde'?
In Chapter 8, titled 'The Last Night', Mr. Utterson learns about the mysterious disappearance of Dr.
Jekyll, and he becomes increasingly worried about his friend after hearing troubling news about Mr.
Hyde.

How does Mr. Utterson react to the news about Dr. Jekyll in
this chapter?
Mr. Utterson is deeply concerned and feels a sense of urgency to find out what has happened to Dr.
Jekyll, showing his loyalty and friendship.

What clues does Utterson discover that indicate Hyde's
influence over Jekyll?
Utterson finds that Jekyll has been seen less frequently, and he discovers a letter from Jekyll that
hints at Hyde's troubling hold over him.

What role does Poole play in Chapter 8?
Poole, Dr. Jekyll's servant, expresses his fear and concern for his master, revealing that he believes
Jekyll is in danger and that Hyde is involved.

What does Utterson discover when he visits Jekyll's
laboratory?
Utterson and Poole break into Jekyll's laboratory, where they find a chilling scene that suggests
Hyde has taken over Jekyll's life, including a sinister transformation.

How does the chapter build suspense regarding Dr. Jekyll's
fate?
The chapter builds suspense through the ominous conversations between Utterson and Poole, as
well as the mysterious disappearance of Jekyll, leaving readers anxious about the outcome.

What does the chapter reveal about the duality of human
nature?
Chapter 8 intensifies the theme of duality, illustrating how Jekyll struggles with his darker side
represented by Hyde, and how this conflict has dire consequences for both characters.

What is the significance of the chapter's title, 'The Last



Night'?
The title 'The Last Night' signifies the impending climax of the story, hinting at a final confrontation
or revelation regarding the relationship between Jekyll and Hyde.
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