Dr Who The Power Of The Daleks

Doctor Who: The Power of the Daleks is a pivotal story in the long-running
British science fiction television series, Doctor Who. Originally released in
1966, it marked the first full story featuring the Second Doctor, portrayed
by Patrick Troughton. The serial is renowned not only for its introduction of
a new incarnation of the Doctor but also for its chilling portrayal of the
Daleks, one of the franchise's most iconic adversaries. This article delves
into the history, plot, characters, and cultural significance of "The Power
of the Daleks," exploring why it remains a landmark in the Doctor Who
universe.

Historical Context

The mid-1960s were a transformative period for Doctor Who. After three
successful seasons, the original actor, William Hartnell, decided to leave
the show due to health issues, prompting the show's creators to devise a plan
to regenerate the character of the Doctor. This regeneration concept allowed
the series to continue by introducing new actors in the titular role, a
narrative device that has since become a hallmark of the series.

Introduction of Regeneration

— Concept of Regeneration: The idea of regeneration was first introduced in
"The Tenth Planet," where the First Doctor, Hartnell, transitions into the
Second Doctor.

— Impact: This innovative approach not only allowed the show to continue but
also opened up new storytelling possibilities, as each Doctor brought a
unique personality and style.



Plot Overview

"The Power of the Daleks" is set on the planet Vulcan, where the Doctor and
his companions, Ben and Polly, arrive shortly after his regeneration. The
plot unfolds as the Doctor encounters a group of Daleks who have survived
their previous encounters with the Time Lord.

Key Plot Points

1. Arrival on Vulcan: The Doctor, Ben, and Polly arrive on a mysterious
planet. The Doctor's new form is met with skepticism from his companions.

2. Discovery of Daleks: The trio discovers a group of Daleks that have been
dormant and are now awakening.

3. Manipulation and Power Struggle: The Daleks exploit the human inhabitants
of Vulcan, manipulating them to regain their power and control.

4. The Doctor's Realization: The Doctor gradually realizes that the Daleks
are planning something sinister, which leads to a race against time to thwart
their plans.

5. Climactic Showdown: The story culminates in a battle of wits between the
Doctor and the Daleks, showcasing the Doctor's intelligence over brute force.

Thematic Elements

"The Power of the Daleks" delves into several critical themes that resonate
throughout Doctor Who:

— Identity and Change: The Doctor's regeneration emphasizes the theme of
identity, showcasing how change can lead to new perspectives and approaches.
- Manipulation and Control: The Daleks' ability to manipulate humans reflects
broader issues of power dynamics and the consequences of blind obedience.

— Ethics and Morality: The moral dilemmas faced by the characters,
particularly the Doctor, prompt viewers to consider the ethics of leadership
and resistance against tyranny.

Characters

The serial introduces several key characters, many of whom play crucial roles
in both the narrative and the thematic exploration of the story.

Main Characters

— The Second Doctor (Patrick Troughton): The newly regenerated Doctor is
characterized by a more whimsical and playful demeanor compared to Hartnell's
portrayal. Troughton’s performance laid the groundwork for future
interpretations of the Doctor.

— Ben Jackson (Michael Craze): Ben is a former naval officer who serves as a
companion to the Doctor. He often expresses skepticism about the Doctor's new
persona.

— Polly (Anneke Wills): Polly is another companion who initially struggles to



accept the Doctor's change but gradually comes to trust him.
— Daleks: The iconic antagonists are portrayed as ruthless and cunning,
embodying the fear of technological advancement and totalitarianism.

Cultural Impact

The significance of "The Power of the Daleks" extends far beyond its initial
airing. It has profoundly influenced the Doctor Who franchise and the wider
science fiction genre.

Legacy of the Daleks

— Iconic Villains: The Daleks have become synonymous with Doctor Who,
appearing in numerous episodes and spin-offs.

— Merchandising and Media: The popularity of the Daleks has led to a plethora
of merchandise, including toys, books, and audio dramas.

Influence on Future Storytelling

"The Power of the Daleks" set a precedent for the show's narrative style:

— Complex Story Arcs: The serial's intricate plot and character development
paved the way for future story arcs within Doctor Who.

— Regeneration as a Plot Device: The concept of regeneration has been
utilized in various forms throughout the series, allowing for the
introduction of diverse characters and storylines.

Animation and Restoration

Due to the loss of the original tapes, "The Power of the Daleks" was long
considered missing. However, in recent years, efforts have been made to
restore and animate the serial, bringing it to a new generation of fans.

Animated Reconstruction

In 2016, the BBC released an animated version of "The Power of the Daleks,"”
which was well-received by both new and long-time fans of the series.

— Visual Style: The animation captures the essence of the original while
adding a modern aesthetic.

— Accessibility: This restoration has made the story accessible to audiences
who could not experience it in its original form.

Conclusion

"The Power of the Daleks" remains a cornerstone of Doctor Who'’s legacy. It



not only introduced a beloved new Doctor but also redefined the series'
approach to storytelling and character development. The themes explored in
the serial are as relevant today as they were in the 1960s, making it a
timeless piece of television history. As Doctor Who continues to evolve, the
influence of this landmark story endures, ensuring that the Doctor's battle
against the Daleks will be remembered for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Doctor Who: The Power of the Daleks' about?

'Doctor Who: The Power of the Daleks' is a classic serial from 1966 that
introduces the Second Doctor, played by Patrick Troughton, as he faces the
Daleks on the planet Vulcan. The story revolves around the Daleks' attempts
to gain control and the Doctor's efforts to stop them.

How does 'The Power of the Daleks' mark a significant
moment in 'Doctor Who' history?

This serial is significant as it marks the first full story featuring the
Second Doctor after the First Doctor, portrayed by William Hartnell,
regenerates. It showcases the transition in the show's tone and character
dynamics, setting the stage for future stories.

What themes are explored in 'The Power of the
Daleks'?

Themes of power, manipulation, and identity are central to 'The Power of the
Daleks'. The story explores how the Daleks use deception to regain their
power, as well as the Doctor's struggle to assert his authority in a
situation where his enemies appear to be gaining the upper hand.

What is the significance of the animation in the 2016
release of 'The Power of the Daleks'?

The 2016 animated version of 'The Power of the Daleks' was created to
preserve the story, as the original footage was thought to be lost. The
animation allows a new generation of fans to experience this pivotal story in
'Doctor Who' history while maintaining the original audio.

Who are the main characters in 'The Power of the
Daleks'?

The main characters include the Second Doctor, his companions Polly and Ben,
and the Daleks themselves, who are the primary antagonists. Additionally,
characters like Lesterson, a scientist, play crucial roles in the unfolding
narrative.

What impact did 'The Power of the Daleks' have on the
portrayal of the Daleks in 'Doctor Who'?

The Power of the Daleks reinforced the Daleks as one of the Doctor's most
formidable foes, showcasing their cunning and capacity for deception. This
portrayal contributed to their lasting legacy as iconic villains in the



series and influenced their subsequent appearances.
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