
Douglas Adams Last Chance To See

Douglas Adams' Last Chance to See is a remarkable exploration of the natural world and a
poignant commentary on the conservation of endangered species. Published in 1990, this book is a
collaborative effort between Adams and zoologist Mark Carwardine, and it serves as both an
adventure narrative and a call to action for the preservation of wildlife. Adams, famed for his wit,
humor, and the beloved "Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" series, brings his unique perspective to the
subject of extinction and the importance of biodiversity.



Background of the Book

The Genesis of the Project

The idea for "Last Chance to See" originated from Adams' desire to raise awareness about
endangered species. In the late 1980s, he was invited to film a documentary for the BBC, focusing on
animals that were on the brink of extinction. The collaboration with Mark Carwardine, a dedicated
conservationist, allowed Adams to combine his narrative flair with Carwardine's scientific expertise.

Structure and Style

The book is structured around a series of journeys taken by Adams and Carwardine to various
locations in search of endangered animals. Their travels take them to places such as Madagascar,
New Zealand, and the Congo. Adams' writing is characterized by:

- Humor: The author employs his signature wit, turning potentially grim topics into engaging
narratives.
- Personal Reflections: He shares his thoughts on the fragility of life and the human impact on the
environment.
- Detailed Observations: The book includes rich descriptions of the animals and habitats that they
encounter, making the reader feel as if they are part of the journey.

Endangered Species Highlighted

Throughout "Last Chance to See," Adams and Carwardine focus on several specific endangered
species, each representing different facets of the ecological crisis. Some notable examples include:

The Kakapo

- Description: The kakapo is a flightless parrot native to New Zealand, known for its distinctive green
and yellow plumage.
- Conservation Status: In the 1990s, the kakapo population had dwindled to around 50 individuals,
primarily due to habitat destruction and introduced predators.
- Efforts to Save It: The book discusses the intensive conservation efforts led by teams dedicated to
breeding and protecting the kakapo, showcasing the hope and challenges of species recovery.

The Aye-Aye

- Description: The aye-aye is a lemur found in Madagascar, known for its unusual long middle finger
used for foraging.



- Cultural Perceptions: The aye-aye faces superstitions among local populations, often being seen as
an omen of death.
- Conservation Challenges: Adams emphasizes the need to change cultural perceptions to protect this
unique species.

The Baiji Dolphin

- Description: The baiji, or Yangtze River dolphin, is endemic to China and was critically endangered
due to pollution and habitat loss.
- Extinction Status: The book poignantly addresses the fact that the baiji is now considered
functionally extinct, raising awareness of the consequences of human actions on aquatic ecosystems.

Thematic Exploration

Human Impact on Nature

One of the central themes of "Last Chance to See" is the profound impact humans have on the natural
world. Adams discusses:

- Habitat Destruction: The relentless expansion of urban areas and agriculture leads to the loss of
natural habitats.
- Pollution: The introduction of toxic substances into ecosystems jeopardizes the survival of countless
species.
- Climate Change: The book hints at how changing climates affect migration patterns, breeding
cycles, and food availability.

The Importance of Biodiversity

Adams emphasizes the interconnectedness of life, illustrating how the extinction of a single species
can have cascading effects on entire ecosystems. He argues that biodiversity is crucial for:

- Ecosystem Stability: Diverse ecosystems are more resilient to changes and disruptions.
- Human Survival: Many human industries, such as agriculture and medicine, rely on a wealth of
biological resources.

Hope and Action

Despite the sobering realities presented in "Last Chance to See," Adams also offers a message of
hope. He highlights:

- Conservation Success Stories: Numerous species have been saved from the brink of extinction



through dedicated efforts.
- Public Awareness: The book aims to inspire readers to take action, whether through personal choices
or supporting conservation initiatives.

Legacy and Influence

Impact on Conservation Awareness

"Last Chance to See" has had a lasting impact on conservation awareness. After its publication, the
book not only educated readers about endangered species but also inspired many to become involved
in wildlife conservation. Adams’ ability to convey complex ecological issues in an accessible and
engaging manner helped to broaden the audience for conservation literature.

Adaptations and Continued Relevance

The book's relevance continues to resonate today, particularly as the extinction crisis worsens due to
ongoing environmental challenges. In 2009, the BBC aired a documentary series inspired by the book,
featuring Stephen Fry and zoologist Mark Carwardine retracing Adams’ journeys. This series reignited
interest in the themes of the original book, making it accessible to a new generation.

Conclusion

"Douglas Adams' Last Chance to See" remains a significant work that combines humor, adventure,
and poignant reflections on the state of our planet. Through the stories of endangered species, Adams
and Carwardine invite readers to consider their role in the natural world and the pressing need for
conservation. As we face an increasingly uncertain future for many species, the book serves as both a
reminder of what we stand to lose and a call to action to protect the diverse life that shares our
planet. By blending entertainment with education, Adams has ensured that his message continues to
inspire and provoke thought on the importance of preserving our natural heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Last Chance to See' about?
'Last Chance to See' is a travel book written by Douglas Adams and Mark Carwardine, which explores
endangered species and their habitats around the world. It combines humor, adventure, and
environmental commentary.



Who is Mark Carwardine in relation to 'Last Chance to See'?
Mark Carwardine is a zoologist and wildlife conservationist who co-authored 'Last Chance to See' with
Douglas Adams. He accompanied Adams on his travels to observe endangered species.

What endangered species does Douglas Adams focus on in
'Last Chance to See'?
In 'Last Chance to See', Adams focuses on several endangered species, including the Kakapo parrot,
the northern white rhinoceros, and the Baiji dolphin, highlighting their plight and the challenges of
conservation.

How does 'Last Chance to See' combine humor and
environmentalism?
'Last Chance to See' uses Douglas Adams's signature wit and humor to engage readers while
addressing serious environmental issues. The juxtaposition of comedic anecdotes with sobering facts
about endangered species creates a compelling narrative.

What impact has 'Last Chance to See' had on conservation
awareness?
'Last Chance to See' has raised significant awareness about endangered species and conservation
efforts, inspiring readers to take action and support wildlife preservation initiatives.

Is 'Last Chance to See' available in other formats besides the
book?
'Last Chance to See' has been adapted into a BBC Radio series and a television documentary, further
spreading its message and showcasing the adventures of Adams and Carwardine in their quest to find
endangered species.

What themes are explored in 'Last Chance to See'?
The themes explored in 'Last Chance to See' include the fragility of ecosystems, the importance of
biodiversity, the effects of human activity on wildlife, and the urgency of conservation efforts.

How does the book 'Last Chance to See' relate to Douglas
Adams's other works?
'Last Chance to See' reflects the same blend of humor and philosophical inquiry found in Adams's
other works, such as 'The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy', while focusing specifically on real-world
issues of nature and conservation.
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Douglas Adams Last Chance To See

如何评价英剧《道格拉斯被取消了》？ - 知乎
《道格拉斯被取消了》（Douglas Is Cancelled）是一部2024年6月首播的英剧。 虽然延迟追剧，但观剧体验太震撼了。 编、导、演都值得用“绝”字来形容，加上充满悬
疑氛围的反转喜剧设 …

毕业论文在引用其他文献中的图片时有哪些注意事项？ - 知乎
1.引用其他文献中的图片时，注明出处之后，可以直接拿过来用吗？有没有版权问题？ 答：即使是已经标明了出处也不可以直接拿来用，需要去出版商申请版权。 2. 引用其他文献中的图片或
…

自动控制原理哪本书讲得比较好、具体，还有相关视频看谁讲得？
第二本，国外的Norman Nise的《Control-Systems-Engineering》，这本书其实也是讲的很透彻，但是在这本书中也讲到了基于状态空间的分析方法，通过
一本书的内容来完成，而在国内基 …

对一个陌生的英文名字，如何快速确定哪个是姓哪个是名？ - 知乎
这里我以美国人的名字为例，在美国呢，人们习惯于把自己的名字 (first name)放在前,姓放在后面 (last name). 这也就是为什么叫first name或者last
name的原因（根据位置摆放来命名的）。 比 …

有哪些十分惊艳的书籍值得推荐？ - 知乎
由于某种机缘巧合，我报了一个心理咨询的入门课程，这本书是老师推荐的，主要侧重对情感关系的分析与技巧运用。一整本都是干货，看完想给作者跪下。 从零和博弈的角度探讨人际关 …

麦格雷戈提出了XY理论，那什么是x理论？什么是y理论？ - 知乎
X理论和Y理论，是管理学中关于人们工作源动力的理论，由美国心理学家道格拉斯·麦格雷戈（Douglas McGregor）1960年在著作《企业中人的方面》一书中提出来的。

有哪些值得推荐的《数值分析》（数值计算方法）教材或者参考书？
作者: Richard L. Burden / J. Douglas Faires 出版社: Brooks Cole ISBN: 9780538733519 注1：此书的英文影印版 出版社:
高等教育出版社 ISBN: 9787040101010 注2：此书的中译版 作者: …

如何评价电影《本能Basic Instinct》？ - 知乎
旧金山警察尼克（迈克尔·道格拉斯 Michael Douglas 饰）接到命令，调查一起离奇的冰锥杀人案。一位当红…

英语里的 fir, aspen, pine, spruce 這幾種樹如何區分，對應哪些中文 …
Sep 1, 2015 · Douglas Fir 黄杉（Pseudotsuga） 除了Fir对应了冷杉和黄杉两个属以外，其它俗名都规整地对应到一个属的植物。 北美只有这六个属，中国
有松科所有十属。 额不知道你们看 …

数控机床用的是什么语言? - 知乎
Dec 5, 2019 · 机床所用的编程语言从本质上来说都属于APT（Automatically Programmed Tool ）语言，这是一种高级编程语言 [1]，其主要创始
人是美国科学家Douglas T. Ross [2]，而 …

如何评价英剧《道格拉斯被取消了》？ - 知乎
《道格拉斯被取消了》（Douglas Is Cancelled）是一部2024年6月首播的英剧。 虽然延迟追剧，但观剧体验太震撼了。 编、导、演都值得用“绝”字来形容，加上充满悬
疑氛围的反转喜剧设计，更让人欲罢不能。 就连每集的结尾彩蛋都那么妙趣横生，让人意犹未尽。

毕业论文在引用其他文献中的图片时有哪些注意事项？ - 知乎
1.引用其他文献中的图片时，注明出处之后，可以直接拿过来用吗？有没有版权问题？ 答：即使是已经标明了出处也不可以直接拿来用，需要去出版商申请版权。 2. 引用其他文献中的图片或
说明类似问题时，自己画一个一样的示意图并注明出处是否可行？ 答：按自己的理解重新画一个图是可以 …

自动控制原理哪本书讲得比较好、具体，还有相关视频看谁讲得？
第二本，国外的Norman Nise的《Control-Systems-Engineering》，这本书其实也是讲的很透彻，但是在这本书中也讲到了基于状态空间的分析方法，通过

https://soc.up.edu.ph/18-piece/files?dataid=WGX57-0855&title=douglas-adams-last-chance-to-see.pdf


一本书的内容来完成，而在国内基本都是分为经典控制理论与现代控制理论两本教材。

对一个陌生的英文名字，如何快速确定哪个是姓哪个是名？ - 知乎
这里我以美国人的名字为例，在美国呢，人们习惯于把自己的名字 (first name)放在前,姓放在后面 (last name). 这也就是为什么叫first name或者last
name的原因（根据位置摆放来命名的）。 比如美剧生活大爆炸的谢耳朵（Sheldon Cooper)，他姓Cooper，名字叫Sheldon. 我觉得这样的习惯可能是因为名字
是一个人的个人 ...

有哪些十分惊艳的书籍值得推荐？ - 知乎
由于某种机缘巧合，我报了一个心理咨询的入门课程，这本书是老师推荐的，主要侧重对情感关系的分析与技巧运用。一整本都是干货，看完想给作者跪下。 从零和博弈的角度探讨人际关系，理
论和方法论都非常实用。 在我心目中已经是宝典般的存在。 2.《拥抱你的内在小孩》 Krishnananda Trobe、Amana ...

麦格雷戈提出了XY理论，那什么是x理论？什么是y理论？ - 知乎
X理论和Y理论，是管理学中关于人们工作源动力的理论，由美国心理学家道格拉斯·麦格雷戈（Douglas McGregor）1960年在著作《企业中人的方面》一书中提出来的。

有哪些值得推荐的《数值分析》（数值计算方法）教材或者参考书？
作者: Richard L. Burden / J. Douglas Faires 出版社: Brooks Cole ISBN: 9780538733519 注1：此书的英文影印版 出版社:
高等教育出版社 ISBN: 9787040101010 注2：此书的中译版 作者: Richard L. Burden / J. Douglas Faires 著，冯烟利，朱海燕 译 出版
社: 高等教育出版社 ISBN: 9787040171464 3.《Matrix ...

如何评价电影《本能Basic Instinct》？ - 知乎
旧金山警察尼克（迈克尔·道格拉斯 Michael Douglas 饰）接到命令，调查一起离奇的冰锥杀人案。一位当红…

英语里的 fir, aspen, pine, spruce 這幾種樹如何區分，對應哪些中文 …
Sep 1, 2015 · Douglas Fir 黄杉（Pseudotsuga） 除了Fir对应了冷杉和黄杉两个属以外，其它俗名都规整地对应到一个属的植物。 北美只有这六个属，中国
有松科所有十属。 额不知道你们看不看得懂检索表。 。。 我还是不做了吧，虽然很好用的说。 在北美的童鞋只需要看加粗部分。

数控机床用的是什么语言? - 知乎
Dec 5, 2019 · 机床所用的编程语言从本质上来说都属于APT（Automatically Programmed Tool ）语言，这是一种高级编程语言 [1]，其主要创始
人是美国科学家Douglas T. Ross [2]，而且Ross 生于中国广东，在美国纽约长大，感兴趣的可以看看他的采访录 [3]。 1956年MIT启动APT项目，到1959
年2月的新闻发布会，正式宣布APT系统开发阶段 ...

Explore Douglas Adams' "Last Chance to See" and uncover the urgent message behind his journey to
save endangered species. Learn more about this captivating adventure!
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