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Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde pages are an essential aspect of understanding Robert
Louis Stevenson’s classic novella, "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde,"
published in 1886. The tale explores the duality of human nature, morality,
and the struggle between good and evil that resides within us all. This
article delves into the various pages of the novella, examining key themes,
characters, and the impact of this literary work on society and culture.



Overview of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde"

"Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" tells the story of Dr. Henry
Jekyll, a respected scientist, and his alter ego, Edward Hyde, who embodies
the darker side of human nature. The novella is set in Victorian London, a
time when societal conventions and moral standards were highly regarded.
Stevenson uses the characters and events in the story to raise questions
about identity, morality, and the consequences of unchecked desires.

Plot Summary

The novella begins with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll,
becoming increasingly concerned about the sinister connection between Jekyll
and Hyde. As Utterson investigates, he discovers that Hyde has been involved
in a series of violent acts, including the murder of Sir Danvers Carew.

Utterson learns that Jekyll has been conducting experiments to separate his
good and evil sides. The transformation into Hyde occurs through a special
potion, allowing Jekyll to indulge in immoral acts without facing the
consequences to his reputation. However, as the story progresses, Jekyll
finds it increasingly difficult to control the transformations, leading to
tragic results.

Thematic Exploration

The pages of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" are rich with themes that resonate
through time. Below are some of the prominent themes explored in the novella.

Duality of Human Nature

One of the central themes of the novella is the duality of human nature.
Stevenson suggests that every individual possesses both good and evil within
them. Dr. Jekyll represents the socially acceptable aspects of humanity,
while Mr. Hyde embodies the repressed darker instincts. This theme raises
questions about identity and the moral implications of embracing one’s darker
side.

The Nature of Evil

Stevenson prompts readers to consider the nature of evil through the
character of Hyde. Hyde'’s actions are often violent and impulsive,
contrasting sharply with Jekyll’'s civilized persona. The novella explores



whether evil is inherent in humanity or a product of society’s restrictions.

The Consequences of Repression

The story illustrates the dangers of repressing one’s desires and instincts.
Dr. Jekyll’s initial curiosity leads him to experiment with his identity, but
ultimately, it results in his downfall. Stevenson warns that denying one’s
true nature can lead to destructive consequences.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" are intricately crafted, each
contributing to the narrative's exploration of duality and morality.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a complex character, portrayed as a kind and respected
scientist. However, beneath his respectable facade lies a struggle with his
darker impulses. His experiments serve as a metaphor for humanity’s internal
conflict and the desire to break free from societal constraints. Jekyll’s
transformation into Hyde symbolizes his surrender to these urges, leading to
his ultimate demise.

Mr. Edward Hyde

Hyde serves as the physical manifestation of Jekyll’s repressed evil. He is
described as smaller and younger than Jekyll, embodying primal instincts and
a lack of morality. Throughout the novella, Hyde's actions escalate in
violence, representing the consequences of unchecked desires. His existence
raises questions about the nature of identity and how society shapes our
understanding of good and evil.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson, the lawyer and friend of Jekyll, acts as the story’s moral compass.
His investigation into Hyde’s actions illustrates the societal expectation of
maintaining a respectable image. Utterson’s character emphasizes the
importance of loyalty and friendship, as he seeks to protect Jekyll from the
repercussions of his actions.



Literary Significance

The pages of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" have left an indelible mark on
literature and popular culture. The novella has inspired numerous
adaptations, including films, plays, and operas, reflecting its enduring
relevance.

Impact on Literature

Stevenson’s work has influenced countless authors and literary movements. The
exploration of duality and the human psyche can be seen in the works of later
writers such as Franz Kafka and Fyodor Dostoevsky. The character of Mr. Hyde
has become synonymous with the concept of the “inner monster,” appearing in
various forms across genres.

Popular Culture

The story’s themes have permeated popular culture, resulting in adaptations
that range from faithful retellings to modern reinterpretations. The idea of
a split personality has been explored in films like "Fight Club" and "Split,"
showcasing the timeless nature of the novella’s central conflict.
Additionally, the phrase “Jekyll and Hyde” has entered everyday language,
referring to someone with a dual personality or unpredictable behavior.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" received mixed reviews, but it
has since been acknowledged as a literary classic. Critics praised
Stevenson’s ability to create suspense and provoke thought regarding human
nature. The novella has been analyzed through various critical lenses,
including psychoanalytic, feminist, and Marxist perspectives, highlighting
its multifaceted nature.

Modern Interpretations

Contemporary readers often examine the novella through the lens of psychology
and ethics. The exploration of identity and morality remains relevant in
discussions about mental health and the complexities of human behavior.
Furthermore, the novella’s reflection on societal norms prompts conversations
about the balance between individual desires and social expectations.



Conclusion

The pages of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" offer a profound exploration of human
nature, morality, and the consequences of repression. Through the characters
of Jekyll and Hyde, Stevenson delves into the duality that exists within
everyone, prompting readers to confront their own inner conflicts. As a
timeless work of literature, the novella continues to inspire discussions
about identity, good and evil, and the complexities of the human experience.
Its impact on literature and popular culture ensures that the themes explored
within its pages remain relevant in today's society, inviting new generations
to grapple with the questions it raises.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the duality theme in
'‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The duality theme illustrates the conflict between good and evil within a
single individual, showcasing how both aspects coexist and influence
behavior. This reflects the struggles of Victorian society with repression
and moral ambiguity.

How does Stevenson use setting to enhance the
narrative in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Stevenson uses contrasting settings, such as the respectable neighborhood of
Dr. Jekyll and the dark, foggy streets of London, to symbolize the clash
between societal expectations and the hidden darker sides of human nature.

What role does the character of Mr. Utterson play in
'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Mr. Utterson serves as the moral compass of the story and the primary
investigator of the mystery surrounding Jekyll and Hyde. His perspective
allows readers to explore the themes of friendship, loyalty, and the quest
for truth.

How does the structure of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'
contribute to its suspense?

The novella's fragmented structure, with multiple perspectives and a gradual
revelation of Jekyll's experiments, creates suspense by allowing readers to
piece together the mystery of Hyde's identity and the implications of
Jekyll's actions.



What does Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Mr. Hyde
symbolize?

Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Mr. Hyde symbolizes the struggle against
societal constraints and the desire to explore one's repressed desires. It
reflects the idea that indulging in one's darker impulses can lead to a loss
of control and moral decay.
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