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Dragon Age 2 Mage Guide

In the rich and immersive world of Dragon Age 2, playing as a mage can be both
exhilarating and challenging. Mages possess unique abilities that allow them to wield
powerful spells, but they also face significant risks due to the stigma surrounding magic in
Thedas. This Dragon Age 2 mage guide will help you navigate the complexities of playing a
mage, from character creation and skill trees to strategies for combat and role-playing.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player looking to refine your skills, this guide
will provide valuable insights to enhance your gameplay experience.

Character Creation

Creating a mage character in Dragon Age 2 requires careful consideration of several
factors. You'll want to determine your character’s race, appearance, and backstory, as
these elements will influence your gameplay.

Choosing a Race

In Dragon Age 2, you can choose between three races: Human, EIf, and Dwarf. Each race
has its advantages and disadvantages when it comes to playing as a mage.

e Human: Humans have access to the highest number of specializations and are often
seen as the strongest mages. They also receive a bonus to their starting attributes,
making them a popular choice for players.

e EIf: Elves have a natural affinity for magic, which allows them to cast spells more
efficiently. Additionally, they have unique racial abilities that benefit mages, such as



increased cunning.

e Dwarf: Dwarves cannot become mages in Dragon Age 2. However, if you're looking
to play as a mage, you’ll need to choose either a Human or an EIf.

Appearance and Backstory

Another essential aspect of character creation is your mage's appearance and backstory.
Choose an appearance that resonates with you, and consider how your character's past
influences their motivations. For example, a mage who faced oppression in their childhood
may have a different outlook than one who grew up in privilege. This backstory can
enhance your role-playing experience and add depth to your character.

Understanding Mage Specializations

In Dragon Age 2, mages can specialize in different magical schools, each offering unique
abilities and playstyles. Understanding these specializations is crucial for optimizing your
mage's potential.

Specialization Options

There are three main specializations available for mages in Dragon Age 2:

* Blood Mage: This specialization allows mages to harness the power of blood magic,
enabling them to control enemies and heal themselves. However, using blood magic
comes with significant risks, as it can lead to corruption and draw the ire of the
Chantry.

e Spirit Healer: Spirit healers focus on restorative magic, providing essential support
to your party. They can heal wounds, remove negative effects, and even resurrect
fallen allies. This specialization is ideal for players who prefer a supportive role in
combat.

¢ Elementalist: Elementalists are masters of elemental magic, capable of wielding fire,
ice, and lightning. This specialization is perfect for players who enjoy dealing damage
and controlling the battlefield with powerful spells.



Choosing Your Specialization

When selecting your specialization, consider your preferred playstyle. If you enjoy dealing
damage, an Elementalist may be the right choice. If you prefer to support your party,
consider becoming a Spirit Healer. Blood Mages can offer a unique and powerful playstyle
but require careful management to avoid negative consequences.

Skill Trees and Abilities

As you level up your mage in Dragon Age 2, you’'ll gain access to various abilities through
skill trees. Understanding these trees is key to maximizing your mage’s effectiveness in
combat.

Main Skill Trees for Mages

Mages have three primary skill trees to choose from:

e Creation: This tree focuses on supportive spells, including healing and buffs. Key
abilities include “Healing,” “Revival,” and “Barrier.”

e Entropy: The Entropy tree emphasizes crowd control and debuffing enemies.
Important skills include “Weakness,” “Paralyze,” and “Horrify.”

e Elemental: This tree allows you to unleash powerful elemental spells. Key abilities
include “Fireball,” “Ice Spike,” and “Chain Lightning.”

Ability Recommendations

When building your mage, consider the following abilities based on your chosen
specialization:

- If you're a Spirit Healer:
- Invest in “Healing” and “Revival” to keep your party alive.
- Consider “Barrier” to provide additional defense to your allies.

- If you're an Elementalist:
- Focus on “Fireball” for area damage and “Ice Spike” for crowd control.
- “Chain Lightning” is excellent for dealing damage to multiple enemies.

- If you're a Blood Mage:
- Prioritize “Blood Sacrifice” to gain power at the cost of your health.
- “Blood Wound” allows you to incapacitate enemies, giving you more control on the



battlefield.

Combat Strategies for Mages

Mages play a crucial role in combat, and understanding how to position yourself and utilize
your spells effectively is essential for success.

Positioning and Survival

As a mage, you are often a primary target for enemies. Here are some tips for staying alive:

- Stay Back: Position yourself at the back of the party to avoid melee attacks. Use ranged
spells to deal damage from a safe distance.

- Use Crowd Control: Abilities from the Entropy tree can help control the battlefield and
keep enemies at bay. Use spells like “Horrify” and “Paralyze” to incapacitate threats.

- Utilize Barriers: If you have chosen the Spirit Healer specialization, use the “Barrier” ability
to protect yourself and your allies from incoming damage.

Spell Combinations

Mages can create powerful spell combinations by coordinating with party members. Here
are some effective combinations:

- Fire and Ice: Use an Ice spell to freeze an enemy, then follow up with a Fire spell to deal
massive damage. This combination works well because frozen enemies take increased
damage from fire attacks.

- Debuffs and Damage: Use debuffs from the Entropy tree to weaken enemies, then unleash
powerful damage spells from the Elemental tree. This strategy can quickly turn the tide of
battle in your favor.

Role-Playing Tips

Playing a mage in Dragon Age 2 is not just about combat; it's also about the story and
character development. Here are some role-playing tips to enhance your experience:

Embrace Your Character’s Backstory

As a mage, your character faces unique challenges due to the societal stigma surrounding
magic. Use this to inform your dialogue choices and interactions with other characters.
Consider how your character’s past influences their relationships with party members and
the world around them.



Make Choices that Reflect Your Values

Throughout the game, you’ll encounter moral dilemmas that challenge your character’s
beliefs. Whether you choose to embrace blood magic or stand against it, ensure your
choices align with your character’s values and backstory. This will create a more immersive
experience and deepen your connection to the narrative.

Conclusion

The Dragon Age 2 mage guide provides essential insights for players looking to master the
art of magic in the game. By carefully considering character creation, understanding
specializations, honing your skills, and employing effective combat strategies, you can
create a powerful and engaging mage. Remember to embrace your character’s story and
make choices that reflect their values to enhance your overall gameplay experience.
Whether you're battling darkspawn or navigating the complexities of mage politics, your
journey as a mage in Dragon Age 2 will be filled with excitement and challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best mage specializations in Dragon Age
2?

The best mage specializations in Dragon Age 2 are the Blood Mage and the Spirit Healer.
Blood Mages can manipulate health and use powerful spells, while Spirit Healers provide
essential support through healing and resurrection abilities.

How should | allocate skill points for a mage in Dragon
Age 2?

Focus on investing in the 'Elemental’ tree first to unlock powerful offensive spells like
Fireball and Chain Lightning. After that, consider the 'Primal’ tree for crowd control and
defensive spells.

What are the key attributes for a mage character in
Dragon Age 2?

The key attributes for a mage are Willpower, which increases mana, and Magic, which
enhances spell damage. You should also consider investing in Constitution for survivability.

Which companions are best for a mage Hawke in
Dragon Age 2?

Anders and Merrill are excellent companions for a mage Hawke. Anders provides healing
and support, while Merrill offers powerful offensive spells and a unique take on elven magic.



What are some effective strategies for playing as a
mage in Dragon Age 2?

Maintain distance from enemies and use area-of-effect spells to control the battlefield.
Utilize crowd control spells like Cone of Cold and avoid direct confrontation whenever
possible.

How can | manage my mana as a mage in Dragon Age
2?

Use mana potions wisely, and invest in skills that regenerate mana, such as the 'Arcane’
tree's 'Arcane Shield' to absorb damage and reduce mana consumption during fights.

What is the importance of the '‘Blood Magic'
specialization?

Blood Magic allows you to use your health to cast spells, enabling powerful abilities that can
turn the tide of battle. However, it comes with the risk of drawing the attention of demons
and other dark forces.

Can a mage be effective in melee combat?

While mages are primarily ranged combatants, using spells like '‘Arcane Warrior' can allow
them to engage in melee combat effectively by enhancing their physical capabilities.

What are the most powerful spells for mages in Dragon
Age 2?

Some of the most powerful spells include 'Fireball’, '‘Chain Lightning', and 'Blizzard'. These
spells deal significant damage and have strong area control effects.

How can | build a versatile mage in Dragon Age 2?

To build a versatile mage, combine healing spells from the Spirit Healer specialization with
offensive spells from the Elemental and Primal trees. This allows you to both support your
team and deal damage effectively.
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