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Dota 2 is a complex game that requires strategic thinking, teamwork, and skillful execution. One of
the most intriguing heroes in the game is Bounty Hunter, a versatile and agile hero that thrives on
hunting down enemies and accumulating wealth for his team. This guide will provide you with a
comprehensive overview of playing Bounty Hunter effectively, covering his abilities, item builds,
gameplay strategies, and tips to maximize your impact in the game.

Understanding Bounty Hunter

Bounty Hunter is classified as an agility hero and is often played in a roaming support role or as a core
hero in the offlane. His unique abilities allow him to gain gold from enemies he kills, which can
significantly boost his team's economy. Bounty Hunter excels in creating chaos in enemy lines,
making him a valuable asset in both early and late-game scenarios.

Abilities Overview

Bounty Hunter has four abilities that define his playstyle:

1. Shuriken Toss: This ability allows Bounty Hunter to throw a shuriken at an enemy, dealing damage
and bouncing to nearby enemies. It’s a great tool for harassment and securing kills.

2. Jinada: A passive ability that grants Bounty Hunter bonus gold upon attacking an enemy. After a
short cooldown, his next attack will deal bonus damage and slow the target. This ability is crucial for
accumulating gold and chasing down enemies.



3. Shadow Walk: Bounty Hunter becomes invisible for a short duration, allowing him to initiate fights
or escape danger. When he attacks while invisible, he deals bonus damage and reveals himself.

4. Track: Bounty Hunter's ultimate ability marks an enemy hero, granting vision and revealing their
location. If Bounty Hunter or his allies kill the tracked enemy, they receive bonus gold. This ability is
pivotal for team fights and securing kills.

Item Builds

Choosing the right items is crucial for Bounty Hunter's effectiveness. Depending on the game
situation, you can adapt your item build to maximize your impact. Below are some recommended
item builds for different scenarios.

Starting Items

- Tango
- Healing Salve
- Iron Branch x2
- Slippers of Agility
- Quelling Blade (optional for offlane)

These items provide early sustainability and a bit of damage for last-hitting creeps.

Core Items

1. Arcane Boots: Essential for sustaining your mana, allowing you to spam Shuriken Toss and Shadow
Walk.

2. Aghanim's Scepter: Increases the effectiveness of Track and gives you more survivability with the
added health and Evasion.

3. Shadow Blade: Provides you with a means of initiating fights while also allowing for escape when
necessary.

4. Blink Dagger: Essential for positioning in team fights, enabling you to quickly engage or disengage.

5. Black King Bar: Grants you magic immunity during team fights, allowing you to survive and deal
damage.

Situational Items

- Desolator: Increases your damage output and reduces enemy armor, making it easier to take down
tanky heroes.



- Silver Edge: Provides invisibility and a break effect, which can disable enemy passives.
- Guardian Greaves: A great choice for sustaining your team during fights.
- Abyssal Blade: For lockdown, especially against elusive heroes.
- Lotus Orb: Provides a defensive tool against enemy crowd control.

Gameplay Strategies

Bounty Hunter's playstyle revolves around his ability to roam, secure kills, and provide gold
advantage to his team. Here are some strategies to employ throughout the game:

Early Game

- Roaming: Start your game by rotating between lanes to secure kills. Use Shadow Walk to initiate,
followed by Jinada for bonus damage. Always communicate with your teammates to set up kills
effectively.

- Securing Vision: Place Observer and Sentry wards to maintain vision control over key areas. This will
help you spot enemy movements and avoid ganks.

- Last-Hitting: While roaming, do not forget to last-hit creeps when you are in lane. This will help you
build your gold and experience.

Mid Game

- Track and Team Fights: Once you have Track, focus on team fights. Target high-value enemies and
communicate with your team to secure kills. The bonus gold from Track can quickly turn the tide of
the game.

- Split Pushing: Use your invisibility to push lanes while your team distracts the enemy. This can force
the enemy to respond and create opportunities for your team.

- Ganking: Look for opportunities to gank enemy heroes who are isolated or pushed too far into your
territory. Use your abilities to burst them down quickly.

Late Game

- Scaling Up: By the late game, Bounty Hunter should be a significant source of gold for your team.
Use your gold advantage to buy impactful items that can swing team fights.

- Map Control: Continue placing wards to maintain vision. Track can be used to catch out key enemy
heroes, leading to advantageous fights.

- Team Coordination: Always stay on the same page with your team. Bounty Hunter thrives on



coordination, and ensuring that your team knows when to fight can lead to victories.

Tips and Tricks

- Timing Your Abilities: Learn to time your Jinada and Shuriken Toss correctly to maximize damage
output.
- Positioning: Always be mindful of your positioning during fights. Being caught out can lead to your
death, which is detrimental for your team.
- Map Awareness: Keep an eye on the minimap and be aware of enemy movements. This will help you
avoid ganks and set up your own ambushes.
- Communication: Use voice or text chat to inform your teammates when your abilities are ready or
when you see potential kills.

Conclusion

Bounty Hunter is a unique and rewarding hero that can significantly impact the game when played
effectively. By understanding his abilities, choosing the right items, and employing strategic
gameplay, you can dominate the battlefield and lead your team to victory. Remember to adapt your
playstyle based on the game's flow and always prioritize teamwork. Happy hunting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary role of Bounty Hunter in Dota 2?
Bounty Hunter primarily plays the role of a support and a roaming ganker. His abilities allow him to
hunt down enemy heroes, secure kills, and provide gold advantage to his team through the 'Track'
ability.

What items should I prioritize when playing Bounty Hunter?
Key items for Bounty Hunter include 'Arcane Boots' for mana sustain, 'Shadow Blade' for initiation,
'Blink Dagger' for mobility, and 'Aghanim's Scepter' to enhance his ultimate ability.

How does Bounty Hunter's 'Track' ability work?
Bounty Hunter's 'Track' ability marks an enemy hero, providing vision and increasing the gold earned
from killing that hero. Both the Bounty Hunter and his allies gain extra gold upon securing the kill.

What is the best starting item build for Bounty Hunter?
A good starting item build for Bounty Hunter includes 'Tango', 'Healing Salve', 'Clarity', 'Iron Branch',
and 'Slippers of Agility' for early survivability and stats.



When should I use Bounty Hunter's ultimate, 'Cull the Weak'?
Use 'Cull the Weak' when you are about to secure a kill on a marked enemy or when you want to
finish off low-health enemies. It's most effective when combined with 'Track'.

What are some effective strategies for laning with Bounty
Hunter?
In the laning phase, focus on harassing your opponents, securing last hits, and using 'Track' to set up
kills with your carry. Prioritize vision control to assist in ganks.

How can Bounty Hunter counter specific heroes?
Bounty Hunter excels against heroes with low mobility, such as supports without escape mechanisms.
Use 'Track' to chase down heroes like Crystal Maiden or Lion, making it difficult for them to escape.

What is the synergy between Bounty Hunter and other
heroes?
Bounty Hunter synergizes well with heroes that can initiate fights or deal high burst damage, such as
Pudge or Ember Spirit. His 'Track' allows them to secure kills, gaining additional gold.

What are common mistakes to avoid while playing Bounty
Hunter?
Common mistakes include overcommitting to fights without backup, failing to stack jungle camps for
gold, and not utilizing 'Track' effectively to maximize gold gain for the team.
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