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Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde is a classic novella written by Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson,
first published in 1886. The story has captivated readers for generations, exploring themes of duality,
morality, and the nature of humanity. At its core, the narrative examines the struggle between good
and evil within a single individual through the experiences of Dr. Henry Jekyll and his malevolent
counterpart, Mr. Edward Hyde.

Background of the Novella

In the late 19th century, the Victorian era was marked by strict social morals and a burgeoning



interest in science and psychology. Stevenson was inspired to write "Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde" after
a vivid dream, which led him to explore the idea of the split between the respectable self and the
hidden, darker side of human nature. This idea resonated with the contemporary fascination with the
duality of man and the emerging fields of psychology and psychiatry.

The Plot Summary

The novella unfolds through a series of mysterious and chilling events that revolve around the
relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. The story can be summarized in the following key
points:

1. Introduction to Mr. Hyde: The story begins with Mr. Hyde's disturbing actions in London, including a
brutal attack on a young girl. Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and close friend of Dr. Jekyll, is drawn into the
mystery surrounding Hyde.

2. The Will of Dr. Jekyll: Utterson discovers that Dr. Jekyll's will states that in the event of his
disappearance, all his possessions should go to Mr. Hyde. Concerned for his friend, Utterson
investigates Hyde's background.

3. The Transformation: As the story progresses, it is revealed that Dr. Jekyll has been conducting
experiments to separate the two sides of his personality. He creates a potion that transforms him into
Mr. Hyde, allowing him to indulge his darker impulses without consequence.

4. The Consequences: The transformation leads to increasingly violent and depraved actions by Hyde,
culminating in the murder of Sir Danvers Carew, a respected member of society.

5. The Final Struggle: In the climax of the story, Dr. Jekyll loses control over his transformations, and
the boundaries between his two identities blur. In a desperate bid to reclaim his identity, Jekyll
ultimately chooses to end his life.

Thematic Exploration

"Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde" delves into several profound themes that continue to resonate with
readers today:

The Duality of Human Nature

At the heart of the novella is the concept of duality—the coexistence of good and evil within every
individual. Dr. Jekyll represents the socially acceptable, moral side of humanity, while Mr. Hyde
embodies the primal and unrestrained instincts that society often suppresses. This duality raises
questions about the nature of identity and whether humans can truly separate their good and evil
selves.



The Consequences of Repression

The Victorian era was characterized by a strong emphasis on propriety and moral behavior. Dr.
Jekyll's experiments symbolize the dangers of repressing one's darker desires. His initial success in
creating Mr. Hyde allows him to indulge in sin without facing societal judgment, but this ultimately
leads to catastrophic consequences. The text serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
ignoring and repressing one's true nature.

The Role of Science and Ethics

Stevenson also explores the relationship between science and ethics. Dr. Jekyll's scientific pursuits
blur the lines between morality and experimentation. His desire to understand human nature and
break free from societal constraints ultimately leads to his downfall. This theme reflects the anxieties
of the time regarding the rapid advancements in science and the ethical implications of such
progress.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde" are complex and serve as embodiments of the novella's
themes.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a respected scientist and a man of high social standing. He is well-liked and seen as a
figure of morality. However, his internal struggle between his societal persona and his hidden desires
drives him to experiment with the nature of humanity. His character represents the tension between
societal expectations and personal freedom.

Mr. Edward Hyde

Mr. Hyde is the physical manifestation of Jekyll's darker impulses. He is described as repugnant and
animalistic, embodying the uncivilized aspects of human nature. Hyde's character serves as a stark
contrast to Jekyll, illustrating the potential for evil that resides within everyone. His actions become
increasingly violent and depraved, highlighting the consequences of unchecked desires.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson, a close friend of Dr. Jekyll and a lawyer, represents the rational and moral voice in the
novella. His investigation into Hyde's identity serves as the primary narrative drive. Utterson's loyalty
to Jekyll and his quest for truth ultimately lead him to the tragic conclusion of the story.



Impact and Legacy

The influence of "Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde" extends far beyond its initial publication. The novella has
inspired countless adaptations in various forms of media, including films, stage plays, and television
shows. Its themes continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about identity, morality, and the
human psyche.

Cultural References

The terms "Jekyll and Hyde" have entered popular culture as shorthand for describing individuals with
dual personalities or those who behave differently in different contexts. This phrase captures the
essence of Stevenson's exploration of human nature and the complexities of identity.

Modern Interpretations

In recent years, the story has been reinterpreted through various lenses, including psychological and
feminist perspectives. Modern adaptations often delve deeper into the characters' motivations and
the societal pressures that shape their actions, allowing for a richer understanding of the text's
themes.

Conclusion

"Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde" remains a timeless exploration of the human condition, examining the
delicate balance between good and evil within us all. Through the lens of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,
Robert Louis Stevenson invites readers to confront their own dualities and the moral complexities of
life. The novella's enduring relevance speaks to the universal struggle of reconciling the divergent
aspects of our identities, ensuring its place in the literary canon for generations to come. Whether
viewed as a gothic horror story or a profound commentary on the human psyche, "Doctor Jekyll and
Mr Hyde" continues to provoke thought and inspire discussion about the nature of humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?

The primary theme of 'Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde' is the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict
between the moral and immoral aspects of one's personality.

How does Dr. Jekyll's experiment lead to the creation of Mr.
Hyde?

Dr. Jekyll creates a potion that separates his good side from his darker impulses, resulting in the
emergence of Mr. Hyde, who embodies his repressed desires and immoral behavior.



What role does the setting of Victorian London play in the
story?

Victorian London serves as a backdrop that highlights the strict social norms and moral expectations
of the time, contrasting with the hidden, darker aspects of human nature represented by Mr. Hyde.

How does the relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
reflect the struggle with identity?

The relationship illustrates the struggle with identity by showcasing how Dr. Jekyll battles with his own
desires and societal expectations, ultimately leading to his transformation into the unrestrained Mr.
Hyde.

What is the significance of the character Mr. Utterson in the
narrative?

Mr. Utterson serves as the moral compass of the story and the investigator, representing rationality
and the desire to uncover the truth about Jekyll and Hyde's connection.

How does the novella address the concept of repression?

The novella addresses repression by illustrating how societal pressures force individuals to suppress
their darker impulses, which can lead to destructive consequences when those urges are finally
unleashed.

What literary devices are prominent in '‘Doctor Jekyll and Mr
Hyde'?

Prominent literary devices include symbolism (e.g., the potion as a symbol of transformation),
foreshadowing, and the use of duality to represent the conflicting nature of humanity.

In what ways has 'Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde' influenced
modern literature and popular culture?

The novella has influenced modern literature and popular culture by introducing the concept of the
'split personality' and inspiring countless adaptations, references, and reinterpretations in various
media.
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Explore the duality of human nature in "Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde." Discover how this classic tale
reveals the struggle between good and evil. Learn more!
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