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Does My Head Look Big in This is a novel written by Randa Abdel-Fattah that
explores the life of a young Muslim girl navigating the complexities of
adolescence, cultural identity, and the challenges of wearing a hijab. Set in
Australia, the story is rich with themes of self-acceptance, the struggle
against stereotypes, and the importance of friendship and family support.
This article delves into the characters of the book, their development, and
the overarching themes that resonate within this coming-of-age narrative.

Overview of the Novel

"Does My Head Look Big in This" centers around Amal, a Palestinian Muslim
teenager who decides to wear the hijab full-time as a statement of her faith
and identity. The story is narrated from Amal's perspective, providing
readers with insight into her thoughts and feelings as she navigates high
school life, including friendships, romance, and the challenges of being a



visibly Muslim girl in a predominantly non-Muslim environment.

Main Characters

The novel features a variety of characters that contribute to Amal's journey.
Each character represents different aspects of society and the diverse
perspectives within the Muslim community.

Amal Mohamed Nasrullah Abdel-Hakim

Amal is the protagonist of the story. A spirited and determined young woman,
she grapples with her decision to wear the hijab while facing the potential
backlash from her peers. Her character development is central to the
narrative as she learns to embrace her identity and stand up for her beliefs.

Leila

Leila is Amal's best friend, supportive and understanding throughout Amal's
journey. She represents the importance of friendship and provides a sense of
normalcy in Amal's life, even when challenges arise due to Amal's decision to
wear the hijab.

Adam

Adam is the love interest in the story, a boy who initially appears to be
oblivious to the struggles that Amal faces. His character evolves as he
learns more about Amal's culture and faith, showcasing the possibilities of
understanding and acceptance across cultural lines.

Amal's Family

Amal's family plays a significant role in her life and decision-making. Her
parents, particularly her mother, offer guidance and support, grounding Amal
in her cultural and religious identity. The family dynamics reflect the
balance between tradition and modernity that many immigrant families
experience.

Schoolmates and Teachers



The various schoolmates and teachers in the novel serve to highlight the
spectrum of attitudes towards diversity and inclusion. Some characters are
supportive of Amal, while others perpetuate stereotypes and misconceptions
about Muslims. These interactions illustrate the challenges faced by
individuals who embody minority identities.

Themes Explored in the Novel

The novel addresses several prominent themes that resonate with readers,
particularly those who have experienced similar challenges in their own
lives.

Cultural Identity

One of the central themes in "Does My Head Look Big in This" is the
exploration of cultural identity. Amal's journey reflects the struggle many
individuals face when trying to reconcile their heritage with the culture in
which they live. The hijab becomes a potent symbol of her commitment to her
faith and identity, challenging societal norms and expectations.

Acceptance and Self-Discovery

Amal's decision to wear the hijab is not just a religious choice but also a
journey of self-discovery. Throughout the novel, she learns to embrace who
she is, confronting prejudice and finding strength within herself. The theme
of self-acceptance is vital, encouraging readers to embrace their unique
identities unapologetically.

Friendship and Support

The importance of friendship and support systems is another significant theme
in the novel. Amal's relationships with her friends and family provide her
with the strength to face challenges. The book emphasizes the power of
solidarity, showcasing how friends can uplift one another in times of
struggle.

Prejudice and Stereotyping

The novel addresses the issue of prejudice against Muslims and the
misconceptions that often accompany it. Amal encounters both overt and subtle
forms of discrimination, prompting discussions about the importance of



understanding and empathy. By showcasing these experiences, the book aims to
challenge stereotypes and foster dialogue about diversity.

Character Development

Amal's character development is a key element of the narrative, as she
evolves from a girl who is uncertain about her decision to wear the hijab to
a confident young woman who proudly embraces her identity.

Initial Struggles

At the beginning of the novel, Amal is apprehensive about how her peers will
react to her decision. She faces internal conflicts, worrying that wearing
the hijab will set her apart and make her a target for bullying. This initial
struggle highlights the universal challenge of adolescence—fitting in while
trying to remain true to oneself.

Journey Towards Confidence

As the story progresses, Amal encounters various challenges that test her
resolve. Through supportive friendships and experiences that reinforce her
beliefs, she gradually builds confidence in her identity. Her interactions
with other characters, particularly Adam and Leila, help her recognize that
acceptance comes from within.

Embracing Identity

By the end of the novel, Amal fully embraces her identity. She learns that
her worth is not defined by others' opinions and that she can be proud of her
beliefs. This transformation serves as a powerful message for readers,
encouraging them to embrace their individuality and challenge societal norms.

Impact and Reception

"Does My Head Look Big in This" has resonated with readers worldwide,
particularly among young adults and those navigating their cultural
identities. The novel has received positive reviews for its authentic
portrayal of the challenges faced by Muslim youth and its emphasis on self-
acceptance and understanding.



Educational Use

The book is often included in school curricula, serving as a valuable
resource for discussions about diversity, inclusion, and the importance of
understanding different cultures. It encourages students to engage with
complex issues and promotes empathy towards individuals from diverse
backgrounds.

Critical Acclaim

Randa Abdel-Fattah's novel has been praised for its relatable characters and
engaging writing style. Critics have noted its ability to tackle serious
themes with humor and warmth, making it accessible to a wide audience. The
book has won several awards and continues to be a significant work in
contemporary young adult literature.

Conclusion

"Does My Head Look Big in This" is more than just a coming-of-age story; it
is a profound exploration of cultural identity, self-acceptance, and the
complexities of adolescence. Through the character of Amal and her journey,
Randa Abdel-Fattah successfully highlights the importance of embracing one's
identity while navigating the challenges of societal expectations and
prejudice. The novel serves as a reminder of the power of friendship and
support in overcoming obstacles and the significance of standing proud in
one's beliefs. As readers engage with Amal's story, they are encouraged to
reflect on their own identities and the value of empathy and understanding in
a diverse world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the main characters in 'Does My Head Look
Big in This'?
The main characters include Amal, the protagonist, and her friends, as well
as her family members who influence her journey.

What is the central theme of 'Does My Head Look Big
in This'?
The central theme revolves around identity, cultural acceptance, and the
challenges of being a Muslim teenager in a Western society.



How does Amal's character evolve throughout the
story?
Amal evolves from a girl who struggles with her identity and self-image to a
confident young woman who embraces her heritage and beliefs.

What challenges does Amal face when she decides to
wear the hijab?
Amal faces challenges such as peer pressure, bullying, and the struggle for
acceptance from her classmates and society.

What role does humor play in 'Does My Head Look Big
in This'?
Humor is used throughout the novel to address serious topics, making them
more relatable and easing the tension surrounding cultural differences.

How does the book address issues of racism and
discrimination?
The book addresses racism and discrimination by showcasing Amal's experiences
and the prejudices she encounters, highlighting the importance of
understanding and empathy.

What is the significance of the title 'Does My Head
Look Big in This'?
The title reflects Amal's insecurities about her appearance and symbolizes
the broader issues of self-image and societal perceptions.

How do Amal's friendships change throughout the
book?
Amal's friendships are tested as she navigates her decision to wear the
hijab, leading to stronger bonds with those who support her and the
realization of who her true friends are.

What messages does the book convey about cultural
diversity?
The book conveys messages of embracing cultural diversity, promoting respect
for different backgrounds, and celebrating individuality.

Is 'Does My Head Look Big in This' suitable for
young adult readers?
Yes, the book is suitable for young adult readers as it tackles relatable



themes of adolescence, identity, and self-acceptance in an engaging manner.
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