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Introduction to "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde"

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde original is a seminal work in the realm of Gothic literature,
penned by the Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson in 1886. The novella explores the
duality of human nature and the struggle between good and evil, a theme that resonates
deeply with readers even today. Through its rich narrative and compelling characters,
Stevenson invites readers to contemplate the complexities of identity and morality.



Background of the Author

Robert Louis Stevenson was born on November 13, 1850, in Edinburgh, Scotland. He is best
known for his adventure novels, including "Treasure Island" and "Kidnapped." However, it is
"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" that has secured his place in the canon of classic literature. The
inspiration for the story came during a time of personal struggle for Stevenson, coupled
with his fascination with the darker sides of human nature.

Life and Times of Stevenson

Stevenson lived during the Victorian era, a period marked by strict social conventions and a
burgeoning interest in psychology and the human mind. This backdrop is crucial for
understanding the themes of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde." The novella was conceived during a
time when the duality of man was a subject of intense debate, influenced by the evolution
of scientific thought and the emerging field of psychology.

Plot Summary

The story is primarily narrated through the perspective of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a
lawyer and close friend of Dr. Jekyll. The narrative unfolds as Utterson investigates the
mysterious connection between Dr. Jekyll and the malevolent figure of Mr. Hyde. Below is
an outline of the plot:

1. Utterson discovers a will that states in the event of Dr. Jekyll's disappearance or
death, all his possessions should be transferred to Mr. Hyde.

2. Utterson's concern grows as he learns about Hyde's violent behavior, including the
brutal trampling of a young girl.

3. After a series of eerie encounters, Utterson confronts Dr. Jekyll, who insists on his
friendship with Hyde but remains evasive.

4. As the story progresses, Utterson uncovers the horrifying truth: Hyde is the alter ego
of Jekyll, born from his experiments in separating the good and evil within himself.

5. The climax reveals the tragic consequences of Jekyll's duality, leading to his ultimate
downfall.

Themes and Motifs

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" delves into several significant themes that highlight the



complexities of human nature:

The Duality of Human Nature

One of the central themes of the novella is the duality of human nature. Stevenson
illustrates the idea that every individual possesses both good and evil impulses. Dr. Jekyll
embodies the socially acceptable facade, while Mr. Hyde represents the repressed, darker
side of his personality. This duality prompts readers to question their understanding of
morality and identity.

Victorian Society and Repression

The novella is often seen as a critique of Victorian society, which emphasized moral
rectitude and propriety. The strict social norms of the time led individuals to suppress their
baser instincts. Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde can be interpreted as a rebellion against
the constraints of society, allowing him to indulge in his darker desires without fear of
judgment.

Science and Ethics

Stevenson also engages with the theme of scientific exploration and its ethical implications.
The character of Dr. Jekyll represents the archetypal scientist who, in his quest for
knowledge, oversteps moral boundaries. His experiments to separate the good and evil
aspects of his personality ultimately lead to catastrophic consequences, raising questions
about the responsibility of scientists and the ethical limits of experimentation.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" are intricately crafted, each serving to enhance
the novella’s themes.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a well-respected scientist and physician who embodies the ideals of Victorian
society. He is intelligent, charismatic, and socially conscious. However, his internal struggle
with his darker impulses leads him to create a potion that transforms him into Mr. Hyde,
allowing him to escape societal constraints. Jekyll's tragic flaw is his inability to reconcile
the two sides of his nature, ultimately leading to his demise.



Mr. Edward Hyde

Mr. Hyde is the embodiment of Jekyll’s suppressed desires and darker instincts. He is
described as physically repulsive and morally reprehensible, engaging in acts of violence
and cruelty. Hyde represents the primal aspects of human nature that society seeks to
repress. His existence serves as a stark contrast to Jekyll's respectable persona,
highlighting the tension between civilization and savagery.

Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson, the novella's narrator, serves as a moral compass and a lens through which
readers view the unfolding drama. As a lawyer, he is rational and level-headed, embodying
the Victorian ideal of reason. His investigation into Jekyll and Hyde’s relationship allows
readers to uncover the truth about the duality of man and the dangers of unchecked
desires.

Literary Significance

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" holds a significant place in literature, influencing countless works
across various genres. Its exploration of the duality of human nature has inspired
adaptations in film, theater, and other media.

Impact on Gothic Literature

The novella is a quintessential example of Gothic literature, combining suspenseful
storytelling with psychological depth. Its themes of identity and morality resonate with
readers, making it a staple in discussions of human behavior and ethics.

Modern Adaptations

The narrative has been adapted into numerous films, television shows, and stage
productions, each offering a unique interpretation of the original story. These adaptations
often emphasize different aspects of the characters and themes, showcasing the timeless
nature of Stevenson’s work.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde original" remains a profound exploration of the
complexities of human nature, morality, and the consequences of repression. Robert Louis
Stevenson’s masterful storytelling invites readers to reflect on their own identities and the



eternal struggle between good and evil. The novella's enduring relevance in modern culture
and literature is a testament to its powerful themes and rich characterizations. As society
continues to grapple with questions of morality and identity, Stevenson's work will
undoubtedly retain its significance for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The primary theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is the duality of human nature, exploring the
conflict between the civilized self and the primal instincts.

Who is the author of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The author of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is Robert Louis Stevenson, published in 1886.

What scientific experiments does Dr. Jekyll conduct?

Dr. Jekyll conducts experiments aimed at separating the good and evil aspects of his
personality, leading to the creation of his alter ego, Mr. Hyde.

How does the character of Mr. Hyde represent the
darker side of humanity?

Mr. Hyde represents the darker side of humanity by embodying the repressed desires and
immoral actions that society deems unacceptable.

What narrative style is used in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The narrative style of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is primarily a third-person perspective,
utilizing multiple viewpoints and letters to unfold the story.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde'?

The setting of Victorian London is significant as it reflects the themes of repression and
moral conflict, serving as a backdrop for the characters' struggles.

How does the story of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' end?

The story ends with Dr. Jekyll losing control over Mr. Hyde, ultimately leading to his tragic
demise as he chooses to end his own life to prevent Hyde from causing further harm.
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