
Detroit Lions Playoff History

Detroit Lions playoff history is a topic that encapsulates decades of highs and lows for one of the
National Football League's oldest franchises. Founded in 1930, the Lions have experienced a
rollercoaster of seasons, with their playoff endeavors often marked by both promise and
disappointment. This article delves into the Lions' playoff history, examining their postseason
appearances, notable games, and the challenges they've faced over the years.

Early Years and Initial Success

The Detroit Lions, originally established as the Portsmouth Spartans, moved to Detroit in 1934. They
quickly became a competitive team in the NFL, and their early playoff history reflects this.

1930s: The Detroit Lions' First Championship

The Lions won their first NFL Championship in 1935, defeating the New York Giants 26-7. This
victory marked the beginning of a period of success for the franchise, which included:

1. 1935: NFL Championship
2. 1939: NFL Championship appearance
3. 1943: NFL Championship appearance

The Lions' success in these early years set the stage for future playoff appearances and established
them as a formidable force in the league.



The Golden Era of the 1950s

The 1950s are often regarded as the golden era of the Detroit Lions. During this decade, the team
enjoyed remarkable success, culminating in four NFL Championships.

Key Championships

The Lions captured titles in the following years:

- 1952: Defeated the Cleveland Browns 17-7
- 1953: Defeated the Cleveland Browns 17-16
- 1957: Defeated the San Francisco 49ers 59-14

These championships not only solidified their status in the league but also showcased the talent of
players like Bobby Layne, who became a franchise legend during this time.

Challenges in the 1960s and 1970s

Following their success in the 1950s, the Lions faced numerous challenges in the subsequent
decades. The 1960s and 1970s were characterized by struggles both on and off the field.

Playoff Appearances in the 1960s

The Lions made several playoff appearances during the 1960s, including:

- 1962: Lost to the Green Bay Packers in the NFL Championship Game
- 1964: Lost to the Cleveland Browns in the NFL Championship Game

Despite these appearances, the Lions were unable to secure any championships during this period,
leading to a sense of frustration among fans.

The 1970s and a Shift in Dynamics

The 1970s were marked by inconsistency for the Lions. They made the playoffs only twice during
this decade:

- 1970: Lost to the Dallas Cowboys in the Divisional Round
- 1976: Lost to the Minnesota Vikings in the NFC Divisional Round

The Lions struggled to regain their former glory, and the franchise's identity began to shift as they
sought new talent and strategies.



The 1980s: A Ray of Hope

The 1980s offered a glimpse of hope for Lions fans, as the team experienced a resurgence in
competitiveness.

Notable Seasons

The Lions made several playoff appearances during the 1980s, most notably:

- 1982: Lost to the San Francisco 49ers in the Wild Card Round
- 1983: Lost to the San Francisco 49ers in the Divisional Round
- 1985: Lost to the New York Giants in the Wild Card Round

While the Lions were unable to advance deep into the playoffs, they showcased a talented roster that
featured stars like running back Billy Sims and wide receiver Gary Danielson.

The Barry Sanders Era

The arrival of Hall of Fame running back Barry Sanders in 1989 marked a new chapter in the Lions'
playoff history. Sanders' electrifying performances brought excitement to Detroit and made the
Lions a playoff contender.

Playoff Appearances in the 1990s

During Sanders' tenure, the Lions made several playoff appearances:

1. 1991: Advanced to the NFC Championship Game, losing to the Washington Redskins
2. 1993: Lost to the Green Bay Packers in the Wild Card Round
3. 1994: Lost to the Green Bay Packers in the Wild Card Round
4. 1995: Lost to the Philadelphia Eagles in the Wild Card Round

Despite Sanders' brilliance, the Lions continued to struggle in advancing beyond the playoffs.

The 2000s: A Decade of Disappointment

The 2000s were marked by a series of disappointments for the Lions, including a lengthy playoff
drought.



Notable Struggles

Throughout the 2000s, the Lions failed to make the playoffs, with some seasons marked by poor
performance and coaching changes. The franchise experienced:

- 2001: A disappointing season that led to a coaching change
- 2008: A historic low point with an 0-16 record

This period was frustrating for fans who had witnessed the team’s previous successes.

Recent Years and a Glimmer of Hope

The 2010s brought new hope for the Detroit Lions, with a focus on rebuilding and developing young
talent.

Playoff Appearances in the 2010s

The Lions returned to the playoffs twice during this decade:

- 2011: Lost to the New Orleans Saints in the Wild Card Round
- 2014: Lost to the Dallas Cowboys in the Wild Card Round

While these appearances were not accompanied by deep playoff runs, they indicated a positive
direction for the franchise.

The Future of the Detroit Lions

As the Lions move into the 2020s, the team's playoff history serves as both a reminder of their past
successes and a motivation for future endeavors. The franchise has been focusing on building a
competitive roster through the draft and free agency, aiming to return to the playoffs and potentially
contend for a championship.

Key Factors for Future Success

For the Lions to achieve success in the upcoming seasons, several factors are critical:

1. Strong Leadership: Establishing a stable front office and coaching staff is essential for long-term
success.
2. Player Development: Focusing on the growth of young players will be vital for building a
competitive team.
3. Fan Support: The Lions have a passionate fan base that can provide the necessary support to
motivate the team.



Conclusion

The Detroit Lions playoff history reflects a rich tapestry of triumphs and tribulations. From their
early championships to the challenges of recent decades, the Lions have showcased resilience and
determination. As they look to the future, the lessons learned from their playoff history will
undoubtedly influence their quest for success in the NFL. With a renewed focus on building a
competitive team, Lions fans can hope for a return to the playoff stage and, ultimately, a chance to
vie for the coveted Lombardi Trophy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Detroit Lions last win an NFL playoff game?
The Detroit Lions last won an NFL playoff game in 1991.

How many playoff appearances have the Detroit Lions made in
their history?
As of the end of the 2022 NFL season, the Detroit Lions have made 18 playoff appearances.

What is the furthest the Detroit Lions have advanced in the
playoffs?
The furthest the Detroit Lions have advanced in the playoffs is to the NFL Championship Game,
which they reached four times, most recently in 1957.

What notable record do the Detroit Lions hold in terms of
playoff games?
The Detroit Lions hold the record for the most consecutive playoff appearances without a win,
currently standing at 9 games.

Who is the all-time leading passer for the Detroit Lions in
playoff history?
The all-time leading passer for the Detroit Lions in playoff history is Matthew Stafford.
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