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Destiny 2 Build Guide

In the ever-evolving universe of Destiny 2, creating the perfect build for your Guardian is essential
for maximizing your effectiveness in both PvE and PvP content. With a myriad of weapons, armor,
subclasses, and mods at your disposal, finding a build that suits your playstyle can greatly enhance
your gaming experience. This guide will delve into the various components that make up a
successful build, offering insights and recommendations to help you craft a formidable Guardian.

Understanding Builds in Destiny 2

Before diving into specific builds, it's important to understand what constitutes a build in Destiny 2.
A build typically encompasses the following elements:

- Subclass: The chosen subclass defines your abilities and playstyle.

- Weapons: The primary, secondary, and heavy weapons you equip.

- Armor: Armor pieces influence your resilience, recovery, mobility, and can provide unique perks.
- Mods: Mods can be installed on weapons and armor to enhance performance and add unique
effects.

Each of these elements synergizes with one another, creating a unique gameplay experience tailored
to your preferences.

Choosing Your Subclass

Your subclass choice is foundational to your build. Each class—Titan, Hunter, and Warlock—has
three subclasses, each offering distinct abilities and grenades. Here's a breakdown of each class and
their subclasses:



Titan

1. Sunbreaker (Solar): Offers powerful melee abilities and a devastating super that creates a
hammer of Sol.

2. Striker (Arc): Focuses on aggressive play with a powerful shoulder charge and seismic slam.

3. Defender (Void): Provides a support role with abilities to shield allies and control the battlefield.

Hunter

1. Gunslinger (Solar): Known for its precision and high-damage super with the Golden Gun.

2. Nightstalker (Void): Excels in stealth and crowd control with smoke bombs and the Shadowshot
super.

3. Arcstrider (Arc): A fast-paced subclass that thrives in close combat with its Arc Staff.

Warlock

1. Dawnblade (Solar): Offers aerial combat options and high-damage abilities.
2. Voidwalker (Void): Focuses on area damage and crowd control with powerful Void abilities.
3. Stormcaller (Arc): Harnesses the power of lightning for devastating effects at range.

Choosing the right subclass depends on your preferred playstyle—whether you favor aggressive
tactics, support roles, or crowd control.

Weapon Selection

Weapon selection is a critical component of any build. Weapons can be categorized into several
types:

- Primary Weapons: These can include hand cannons, auto rifles, pulse rifles, and scout rifles. Your
choice will often depend on your playstyle—do you prefer precision shots or sustained fire?

- Secondary Weapons: Shotguns, sniper rifles, and fusion rifles fall into this category. These weapons
typically deal high damage and can be crucial in both PvE and PvP encounters.

- Heavy Weapons: Rocket launchers, machine guns, and swords provide heavy firepower to clear out
tough enemies or control crowds.

When choosing weapons, consider the following:

1. Synergy with Subclass: Some weapons work better with specific subclass abilities. For instance, if
you are running a Solar subclass, you might want to consider weapons that deal Solar damage.

2. Mod Compatibility: Certain weapons can be enhanced with mods that increase their
effectiveness—look for weapons with unique perks that complement your build.



3. Personal Comfort: Ultimately, the best weapon is one you are comfortable using. Experiment with
different options to find what fits your playstyle.

Armor and Mod Selection

Armor plays a pivotal role in determining your survivability and effectiveness in combat. Each piece
of armor (helmet, chest, arms, and legs) can be equipped with mods that provide various bonuses.

Armor Stats

Armor pieces have four primary stats:

- Mobility: Affects your movement speed and jump height.

- Resilience: Determines how much damage you can take before dying.

- Recovery: Influences how quickly your health regenerates after taking damage.

- Discipline, Intellect, and Strength: Affect the cooldown times of grenades, class abilities, and melee
abilities, respectively.

When selecting armor, consider the following:
1. Stat Distribution: Aim for a balance that complements your subclass and playstyle.

2. Exotic Armor: Exotic pieces often have unique perks that can drastically change your playstyle.
For instance, the Warlock's “Transversive Steps” increases sprint speed and improves weapon
handling.

3. Mod Choices: Consider mods that enhance your primary abilities or provide additional benefits.
For example, mods that increase grenade recharge rates can be invaluable for subclasses that rely
heavily on grenades.

Creating Your Build

Now that you have a grasp of the various components, it's time to create your build. Here are a few
popular build archetypes to consider:

1. PvE Build: The Solar Titan

- Subclass: Sunbreaker

- Primary: Auto Rifle (e.g., “The Monte Carlo”)

- Secondary: Shotgun (e.g., “The Forgiveness”)

- Heavy: Rocket Launcher (e.g., “The Wardcliff Coil”)

- Armor Focus: High resilience and discipline

- Key Mods: Increased grenade recharge and weapon damage boosts.



This build focuses on damage output while providing a degree of survivability. The Sunbreaker
subclass allows you to create a wall of fire, significantly increasing DPS.

2. PvP Build: The Nightstalker Hunter

- Subclass: Nightstalker

- Primary: Hand Cannon (e.g., “The Last Word”)

- Secondary: Sniper Rifle (e.g., “The Revoker”)

- Heavy: Machine Gun (e.g., “The 21% Delirium”)

- Armor Focus: High mobility and recovery

- Key Mods: Enhanced weapon handling and cooldown reduction.

This build is designed for a fast-paced PvP environment, allowing for quick engagements and evasive
maneuvers. The Nightstalker’s ability to generate orbs of power can also support your team.

3. Support Build: The Voidwalker Warlock

- Subclass: Voidwalker

- Primary: Pulse Rifle (e.g., “The Graviton Lance”)
- Secondary: Fusion Rifle (e.g., “The Erentil FR4")
- Heavy: Sniper Rifle (e.g., “The Succession”)

- Armor Focus: High intellect and recovery

- Key Mods: Grenade energy and ability recharge.

This build focuses on crowd control and support, allowing you to keep your team alive while dealing
significant damage to enemies.

Conclusion

Creating an effective build in Destiny 2 requires a blend of understanding your subclass, choosing
the right weapons, and optimizing your armor and mods. By experimenting with different
combinations and customizing your playstyle, you can develop a Guardian that excels in any
situation. Whether you are delving into the depths of a raid, facing off against Guardians in the
Crucible, or simply exploring the vast universe, the right build can make all the difference. Happy
hunting, Guardian!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a build in Destiny 2 and why is it important?

A build in Destiny 2 refers to the specific combination of weapons, armor, subclass, and mods that a
Guardian uses to optimize their performance in various activities. It is important because it helps
tailor your gameplay style to effectively tackle PvE and PvP content.



What are the key components of a Destiny 2 build?

The key components of a Destiny 2 build include your subclass, weapons (primary, special, and
heavy), armor pieces, mods, and artifact selections. Each of these elements can significantly
enhance your capabilities in combat.

How do I choose the right subclass for my build?

Choosing the right subclass for your build depends on your playstyle and the activities you plan to
engage in. For instance, if you prefer aggressive gameplay, you might choose a subclass with strong
offensive capabilities, while a more defensive player might opt for a subclass that offers crowd
control or healing.

What are some popular builds for each class in Destiny 2?

Popular builds in Destiny 2 include: for Titans, the 'Behemoth' build focusing on ice and crowd
control; for Hunters, the 'Nightstalker' build that emphasizes invisibility and mobility; and for
Warlocks, the 'Well of Radiance' build that provides healing and damage boosts.

What role do mods play in Destiny 2 builds?

Mods in Destiny 2 are enhancements that can be applied to weapons and armor to alter their
abilities and stats. They play a crucial role in builds by providing bonuses such as increased damage,
faster cooldowns, and improved reload speeds, allowing players to fine-tune their effectiveness in
specific scenarios.

How can I effectively optimize my build for endgame content?

To optimize your build for endgame content, focus on synergizing your subclass abilities, weapons,
and mods. Research current meta builds, pay attention to elemental damage types, and consider
team composition to ensure you can handle the challenges in raids and high-level Nightfalls.

Are there any tools or resources for creating Destiny 2 builds?

Yes, there are several tools and resources available for creating Destiny 2 builds. Websites like
Destiny Item Manager (DIM), Light.gg, and the Destiny 2 subreddit offer build calculators, guides,
and community-shared builds that can help you optimize your loadout.

What are the best weapons to include in a PvP build?

The best weapons for a PvP build typically include high-impact hand cannons, precision fusion rifles,
and sniper rifles. Weapons like the Ace of Spades, The Last Word, and beloved SMGs are popular
choices due to their effectiveness in close and mid-range engagements.

How often should I update my build in Destiny 2?

You should consider updating your build whenever new content is released, such as expansions or
seasonal updates, as weapon balances and mods can change. Additionally, if you notice that your
current build isn’t performing well in specific activities, it may be time to reassess and tweak your
setup.
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