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Diagram of Old Testament Tabernacle: The Old Testament Tabernacle, also known as the
Tent of Meeting, serves as a vital symbol of God's presence among His people, the
Israelites. Constructed during the Exodus, the Tabernacle was a portable sanctuary that
provided a means for the Israelites to worship God while journeying through the wilderness.
This article explores the components, layout, and significance of the Old Testament
Tabernacle, complete with diagrams and detailed explanations.

Overview of the Old Testament Tabernacle

The Old Testament Tabernacle was designed according to divine specifications given to
Moses on Mount Sinai. It served as the central place of worship for the Israelites during their
40 years of wandering in the desert. The Tabernacle was not only a physical structure but
also a theological representation of God’s relationship with His people.

Historical Context

- Exodus Period: The Tabernacle was constructed during the Exodus, approximately around
1446 BC.

- Moses' Leadership: Moses, chosen by God to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, received
detailed instructions for building the Tabernacle.

- Purpose: The Tabernacle was intended to be a dwelling place for God among His people as
they journeyed toward the Promised Land.



Structure and Components

The Tabernacle was made up of several key components, each with specific functions and
symbolic meanings. The entire structure was designed to reflect God’s holiness and the
need for atonement.

1. Outer Court:

- The outer court was enclosed by a fence made of fine linen curtains.

- Dimensions: Approximately 150 feet long and 75 feet wide.

- Purpose: This area served as a gathering place for worshipers and contained essential
items for sacrifices.

2. Bronze Altar:

- Located in the outer court.

- Used for animal sacrifices, symbolizing atonement for sin.
- Dimensions: 7.5 feet square and 4.5 feet high.

3. Laver:

- Positioned between the altar and the entrance to the Holy Place.

- Used by priests for ceremonial washing before entering the Tabernacle.

- Symbolized purification and the need for cleanliness before approaching God.

4. Holy Place:

- The first compartment of the Tabernacle, separated from the outer court by a veil.

- Dimensions: 30 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 15 feet high.

- Contains three main items:

- Table of Showbread: Held twelve loaves of bread, representing the twelve tribes of Israel.
- Golden Lampstand: Provided light in the Holy Place and symbolized guidance.

- Altar of Incense: Used for burning incense, representing the prayers of the people
ascending to God.

5. Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies):

- The innermost chamber, separated from the Holy Place by a thick veil.

- Dimensions: 15 feet square.

- Contained the Ark of the Covenant, which housed the tablets of the Law, Aaron's rod, and
manna.

- The Ark represented God’s presence and was the focal point of worship.

Architectural Features

The design of the Tabernacle was intricate, with each element having specific materials and
craftsmanship.

Materials Used

- Acacia Wood: Durable and resistant to decay, used for constructing the frames.



- Gold: Used for overlaid furniture and the Ark, symbolizing divinity and purity.

- Bronze: Utilized for the altar and other furnishings, representing judgment.

- Linen: The curtains and coverings were made from finely twisted linen, symbolizing
righteousness.

Dimensions and Layout

Understanding the dimensions and layout of the Tabernacle helps in visualizing its
structure:

- Outer Court:
- Length: 150 feet
- Width: 75 feet

- Holy Place:

- Length: 30 feet
- Width: 15 feet
- Height: 15 feet

- Most Holy Place:
- Length: 15 feet
- Width: 15 feet

- Height: 15 feet

This specific arrangement reflects a progression from the outer court, where sacrifices
occurred, to the inner sanctum, where God's presence dwelled.

Theological Significance

The Old Testament Tabernacle represents various theological themes that are critical to
understanding the relationship between God and His people.

God’s Presence

- The Tabernacle was a tangible representation of God dwelling among His people.
- The Ark of the Covenant, located in the Most Holy Place, was regarded as God’s throne on
earth.

Holiness and Atonement

- The separation between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place highlighted God's
holiness.
- Sacrifices made at the Bronze Altar emphasized the need for atonement and reconciliation



with God.

Worship and Intercession

- The priests served as mediators between God and the Israelites.
- The daily rituals and sacrifices underscored the importance of worship and maintaining a
right relationship with God.

Symbolism in the Tabernacle

The Tabernacle’s design and its furnishings are rich in symbolism, pointing to deeper
spiritual truths.

1. The Veil:

- Represented the barrier between God and humanity due to sin.

- Only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place, and only once a year during the Day
of Atonement.

2. The Sacrifice:
- The animal sacrifices symbolized the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who would
ultimately atone for humanity’s sins.

3. The Light:
- The Golden Lampstand represented Jesus as the Light of the World, illuminating the path
for believers.

Conclusion

The diagram of the Old Testament Tabernacle not only serves as a historical and
architectural reference but also embodies profound theological truths about the nature of
God, worship, and redemption. Its intricate design and the symbolism embedded in each
component provide valuable insights into the relationship between God and His people.
Through understanding the Tabernacle, believers can appreciate the depth of God’s plan
for redemption that culminated in the life and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Tabernacle
stands as a testament to God's desire to dwell with humanity, offering a glimpse into the
ultimate fulfillment of His promise of presence in the believer's life today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Old Testament



Tabernacle in biblical history?

The Old Testament Tabernacle served as the dwelling place of God among the Israelites,
symbolizing His presence and holiness. It was integral to their worship and sacrificial
system, highlighting themes of redemption and God's covenant with His people.

What are the key components of the Old Testament
Tabernacle diagram?

The key components include the Outer Court, the Altar of Burnt Offering, the Laver, the
Holy Place (which contains the Table of Showbread, the Golden Lampstand, and the Altar of
Incense), and the Most Holy Place, where the Ark of the Covenant was kept.

How does the design of the Old Testament Tabernacle
reflect its spiritual purpose?

The design of the Tabernacle reflects a space that separates the holy from the common. Its
layout, with layers of separation, illustrates the need for atonement and access to God,
emphasizing that approaching the divine requires purity and sacrificial offerings.

What materials were used in the construction of the Old
Testament Tabernacle?

The Old Testament Tabernacle was constructed using materials such as acacia wood, gold,
silver, bronze, and fine linens. Each material was chosen for its beauty and durability,
reflecting the glory of God and His holiness.

How does the Old Testament Tabernacle relate to New
Testament themes?

The Old Testament Tabernacle foreshadows Jesus Christ, who is seen as the ultimate
sacrifice and the fulfillment of the law. The New Testament presents Christ as the new and
living way to God, paralleling the functions of the Tabernacle in providing access to God's
presence.

Where can | find a detailed diagram of the Old
Testament Tabernacle?

Detailed diagrams of the Old Testament Tabernacle can be found in various biblical study
resources, including commentaries, online biblical encyclopedias, and religious education
websites. Many churches and study groups also provide visual aids for understanding its
structure.
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