
Dh Lawrence The Rocking Horse Winner

Dh Lawrence The Rocking Horse Winner is a poignant short story that delves into the themes of
greed, desire, and the complexities of family dynamics. Written by the English novelist and poet D.H.
Lawrence, this narrative explores how the pursuit of wealth can lead to devastating consequences.
Through the story of a young boy named Paul and his obsession with luck, Lawrence critiques the
materialistic society of his time, revealing the emotional void that often accompanies the relentless
quest for financial security.

Synopsis of The Rocking Horse Winner

In "The Rocking Horse Winner," the protagonist, Paul, is a young boy who becomes acutely aware of
his family's financial struggles. His mother, Hester, is perpetually dissatisfied with her life, feeling
that luck has never been on her side. This sentiment manifests into an almost supernatural belief
that luck can be harnessed and exploited.

Paul's desire to win his mother's love drives him to seek out luck through an unusual means: riding
his wooden rocking horse. He believes that by achieving a state of trance on the rocking horse, he
can predict the winners of horse races. This belief leads him to wager money he acquires
clandestinely, ultimately winning substantial sums that he hopes will alleviate his family’s financial
woes and win his mother's affection.



Thematic Exploration

D.H. Lawrence addresses several themes throughout "The Rocking Horse Winner," each
contributing to the story's depth and resonance.

Materialism: The story critiques a society obsessed with wealth and possessions, showcasing
how this obsession can lead to emotional neglect.

Desire and Love: Paul's quest for his mother's love drives him to desperate actions,
illustrating the profound impact of familial relationships on a child's psyche.

Luck and Fate: The narrative questions the concepts of luck and destiny, suggesting that the
pursuit of wealth is often random and fraught with peril.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Rocking Horse Winner" are crafted with intricate detail, revealing their
motivations and inner conflicts.

Paul

Paul is the central character whose innocence and determination to gain his mother's approval make
him both sympathetic and tragic. His ability to predict horse race winners symbolizes his desperate
attempt to exert control over his chaotic environment. As he becomes more successful, the pressure
mounts, leading to his ultimate downfall.

Hester

Hester, Paul's mother, embodies the theme of materialism. Her discontent leads to a cold and distant
relationship with her children, particularly Paul. Despite her outward beauty and charm, Hester's
internal emptiness drives her to seek fulfillment through wealth, illustrating how superficial desires
can poison familial bonds.

The Uncle (Oscar) and the Household Staff

Oscar, Paul's uncle, and the household staff represent the broader societal attitudes towards wealth
and luck. Oscar's role in the story highlights the adult world's complicity in perpetuating the cycle of
greed, as he supports Paul's gambling without fully understanding the implications.



Symbolism in The Rocking Horse Winner

Lawrence employs rich symbolism throughout the narrative, enhancing the story's themes and
emotional impact.

The Rocking Horse

The rocking horse itself is a potent symbol of both childhood innocence and the destructive nature of
obsession. It represents Paul's longing for approval and his futile attempts to navigate a world
dominated by adult concerns.

The Whispering House

The house in which Paul lives is described as whispering, a representation of the family's financial
anxiety. This whispering serves as a constant reminder of their need for money, amplifying the
tension and urgency in Paul's quest for approval and love.

Literary Techniques

D.H. Lawrence employs various literary techniques to enrich the narrative and engage readers.

Imagery: Vivid descriptions create a palpable atmosphere, evoking the emotional landscape of
the characters.

Foreshadowing: Early indications of Paul's fate build tension and prepare readers for the
tragic conclusion.

Irony: The story culminates in a poignant irony, as Paul's attempts to win luck ultimately lead
to his demise, demonstrating the perils of his obsession.

The Impact and Legacy of The Rocking Horse Winner

Since its publication, "The Rocking Horse Winner" has left a lasting legacy in literary circles. It is
frequently studied for its rich thematic content and psychological depth. The story resonates with
readers for its exploration of the human condition, particularly the ways in which love can become
entangled with material desires.



Influence on Modern Literature

Lawrence's exploration of psychological tension and familial relationships has influenced countless
writers. The narrative's examination of the darker aspects of human nature continues to inspire
modern literature, serving as a cautionary tale about the dangers of materialism.

Adaptations and Interpretations

"The Rocking Horse Winner" has been adapted into various forms, including film and stage
productions. Each adaptation offers a unique interpretation of the original text, allowing new
audiences to engage with Lawrence's themes.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Dh Lawrence The Rocking Horse Winner remains a powerful exploration of the
complexities of love, the perils of greed, and the painful consequences of a materialistic society.
Through the tragic journey of Paul and his family, D.H. Lawrence crafts a narrative that serves as
both a critique of his time and a timeless reflection on human desires and the pursuit of happiness.
As readers delve into this poignant story, they are reminded of the delicate balance between love
and material wealth, and the profound impact of familial relationships on the quest for fulfillment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' by
D.H. Lawrence?
The main theme of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' is the destructive nature of materialism and the idea
that love and happiness cannot be bought. It explores how the desire for wealth can lead to
emotional detachment and tragedy.

How does D.H. Lawrence use symbolism in 'The Rocking-Horse
Winner'?
D.H. Lawrence employs several symbols in the story, most notably the rocking horse itself, which
symbolizes the protagonist's desperate attempt to gain his mother's love through financial success.
The whispering house represents the insatiable greed and need for luck that haunts the family.

What role does luck play in 'The Rocking-Horse Winner'?
Luck is a central element in 'The Rocking-Horse Winner', as it symbolizes the unpredictability of
fortune and the futility of trying to control it. The protagonist, Paul, believes that by riding his
rocking horse, he can predict winning horses and thus secure his family's financial stability, but this
ultimately leads to tragedy.



What is the significance of the relationship between Paul and
his mother in the story?
The relationship between Paul and his mother is pivotal, as it highlights the emotional void created
by her obsession with wealth. Paul's efforts to win his mother's affection through gambling illustrate
the tragic consequences of a love that is conditional upon financial success.

How does 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' reflect D.H. Lawrence's
views on society?
The story reflects Lawrence's critique of early 20th-century society, particularly its fixation on
material wealth and social status. He suggests that this obsession leads to moral decay and
emotional disconnection, ultimately resulting in personal and familial tragedy.

What is the climax of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner'?
The climax of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' occurs when Paul, in a frenzied state, rides his rocking
horse to find out the name of the winning horse for the Derby. This moment of desperation
encapsulates his inner turmoil and foreshadows the tragic outcome of his relentless pursuit of luck
and approval.
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