
Despair Vladimir Nabokov

Despair is a novel written by the renowned Russian-American author Vladimir Nabokov, first
published in 1934. This work stands out as a significant piece in Nabokov's oeuvre, showcasing his
unique literary style and thematic exploration of identity, existence, and the nature of reality. Set
against the backdrop of pre-war Europe, "Despair" delves into the psychological turmoil of its
protagonist, Hermann, who engages in a complex narrative that intertwines elements of fiction and
metafiction. This article will explore various aspects of "Despair," including its plot, themes,
character analysis, and Nabokov's distinctive literary techniques.



Plot Overview

"Despair" follows the story of Hermann, a man who believes he is a genius but is deeply troubled by
his sense of alienation and impending doom. The narrative unfolds as Hermann concocts a plan to
fake his own death, which he believes will allow him to escape his mundane life and achieve a sense
of freedom. As he embarks on this journey, he encounters a series of characters and situations that
challenge his perceptions of reality and self.

Key Events

1. Hermann's Existential Crisis: The novel opens with Hermann's introspective musings, revealing
his feelings of isolation and disconnection from the world around him.
2. The Doppelgänger: Hermann becomes obsessed with finding a double who can take his place in
society, leading him to encounter various individuals who mirror aspects of his own existence.
3. The Climax: The tension escalates as Hermann's plans begin to unravel, culminating in a series of
events that blur the lines between reality and illusion.
4. The Denouement: The novel concludes with a twist that forces readers to reconsider the nature of
identity and the reliability of Hermann’s narrative.

Thematic Exploration

"Despair" navigates several complex themes that reflect Nabokov's philosophical inquiries and
literary preoccupations.

Identity and Self

One of the central themes of "Despair" is the exploration of identity. Hermann's obsession with his
doppelgänger serves as a metaphor for the fragmented self. Throughout the novel, Hermann
grapples with questions of who he truly is, revealing the fluidity of identity and the extent to which it
can be constructed or deconstructed.

Reality and Illusion

Nabokov blurs the lines between reality and illusion, forcing readers to engage with the text on a
deeper level. Hermann's plan to fake his death leads to a series of events that challenge the nature
of truth. This theme resonates with Nabokov’s broader literary concerns, as he often employs
unreliable narrators and intricate plots to evoke uncertainty.

Despair and Alienation



The title itself encapsulates the pervasive sense of despair that permeates the narrative. Hermann’s
feelings of alienation are not only personal but also reflective of a broader existential crisis faced by
individuals in modern society. His quest for meaning amid chaos highlights the psychological
struggles that accompany isolation.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Despair" are intricately crafted, each serving to illuminate different facets of
Hermann's psyche and the themes of the novel.

Hermann

Hermann is the quintessential unreliable narrator, embodying contradictions and complexities. His
self-perception as a genius contrasts sharply with his despair and inadequacy. As readers follow his
journey, they witness the unraveling of his mental state, culminating in a profound exploration of
madness and lucidity.

Hermann's Doppelgänger

The doppelgänger serves as a critical foil to Hermann. This character represents not only Hermann's
desire for escape but also his inner turmoil. The relationship between the two raises questions about
the nature of selfhood and the implications of living in someone else's shadow.

Supporting Characters

Several supporting characters populate the narrative, each contributing to Hermann's journey:

- Lydia: Hermann's wife, who symbolizes the domestic sphere and the societal expectations that bind
him.
- The Stranger: An enigmatic figure that embodies the unknown, representing the unpredictability of
life and the limits of Hermann's control.
- The Detective: A character that adds a layer of tension to the narrative, representing the societal
forces that seek to uncover the truth.

Nabokov's Literary Techniques

Vladimir Nabokov's distinctive literary style is evident throughout "Despair." His use of language,
structure, and narrative voice elevates the novel, making it a compelling read.



Language and Style

Nabokov's prose is characterized by its lyrical quality, rich imagery, and intricate wordplay. His
ability to evoke emotion through language is particularly notable in "Despair," where he captures
the nuances of Hermann's despair and existential crisis.

Metafiction and Unreliable Narration

Nabokov frequently employs metafictional techniques, drawing attention to the artifice of
storytelling. Hermann's unreliable narration invites readers to question the authenticity of his
experiences, creating a layered reading experience that reflects the complexities of perception.

Symbolism and Motifs

Throughout "Despair," Nabokov uses symbolism to enhance the thematic depth of the narrative. Key
symbols include:

- Mirrors: Representing self-reflection and the duality of identity, mirrors play a crucial role in
Hermann's exploration of his own existence.
- Death: The motif of death is pervasive, serving as both a literal and metaphorical device that
underscores the themes of despair and escape.

Conclusion

In "Despair," Vladimir Nabokov masterfully intertwines themes of identity, reality, and existential
angst through the compelling narrative of Hermann. The novel stands as a testament to Nabokov's
literary prowess, inviting readers to confront the complexities of the human experience. With its rich
language, intricate characterization, and thought-provoking themes, "Despair" remains a significant
work that continues to resonate with readers and critics alike. Through this exploration of despair,
Nabokov challenges us to reflect on our own perceptions of reality and the nature of existence in a
world fraught with uncertainty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Vladimir Nabokov's 'Despair'?
The main theme of 'Despair' revolves around the concepts of identity, illusion, and the nature of
reality, exploring how the protagonist's delusions lead him to a tragic end.

Who is the protagonist in Nabokov's 'Despair'?
The protagonist of 'Despair' is Hermann, a troubled man who grapples with his own mental



instability and existential crises throughout the novel.

How does Nabokov use unreliable narration in 'Despair'?
Nabokov employs unreliable narration through Hermann's subjective perspective, leading readers to
question his sanity and the truth of his experiences.

What role does the concept of doppelgänger play in 'Despair'?
The doppelgänger concept in 'Despair' highlights Hermann's obsession with his double, which
symbolizes his fractured identity and the duality of existence.

In what year was 'Despair' first published?
Vladimir Nabokov's 'Despair' was first published in 1934.

How does Nabokov's writing style contribute to the mood of
'Despair'?
Nabokov's intricate and lyrical writing style enhances the psychological depth and emotional
intensity of 'Despair,' immersing readers in Hermann's turbulent mindset.

What is the significance of the title 'Despair'?
The title 'Despair' reflects the protagonist's inner turmoil and hopelessness, encapsulating the
existential themes that permeate the narrative.

Are there any autobiographical elements in 'Despair'?
While 'Despair' is a work of fiction, it does contain autobiographical elements, particularly in its
exploration of themes like exile and identity, which reflect Nabokov's own experiences.

How does Nabokov's 'Despair' compare to his other works?
Compared to Nabokov's other works, 'Despair' is noted for its darker psychological focus and its
deep exploration of the human psyche, contrasting with the more whimsical tone of novels like
'Lolita.'

What impact has 'Despair' had on literary studies?
'Despair' has been influential in literary studies for its innovative narrative techniques and its
profound exploration of themes related to identity, madness, and the nature of reality, making it a
significant work in Nabokov's oeuvre.
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despair翻译成汉语是什么 - 百度知道
Nov 20, 2012 · despair n. 绝望, 失望, 令人失望的人 (事物) vi. 感到绝望，失去希望 例句1： 作为名词：I looked at my wife in
despair... 我绝望地看着妻子。 例句 2： 作为动词：Don't despair, …

desperate和despair有什么区别 - 百度知道
despair n.1) 绝望 2) 使人绝望的人 (或事物) vi.绝望,失去希望,丧失信心 e.g.He sighed with despair. 他绝望地叹了口气. desperate adj.
1) 不顾一切的,拼命的; 2) 铤而走险的,孤注一掷的; 3) 极想 …

despire和despair的区别？_百度知道
"despire" 和 "despair" 是两个不同的单词，意义略有不同。 "despire" 通常表示呼吸中散发出某种气味，或者在某些情况下指身体散发出不良的气味。例如: - The
香水太浓了，他熏得人直 …

despair和despire有何区别 - 百度知道
Aug 11, 2017 · despair可作名词也可作 不及物动词，当其作动词时后加上of便可接名词；而desperate是做形容词用来修饰名词，同时也可作主系表句中的 表语。
desperate …

狄更斯的那句“这是最好的时代，也是最坏的时代”的英语原文是怎 …
Jan 12, 2007 · 狄更斯的那句“这是最好的时代，也是最坏的时代”的英语原文是怎样的？小说英译本原文 It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the …

despair形容词和副词 - 百度知道
despair的形容词是：despairing感到绝望的；副词是：despairingly绝望地。 despair读法英 [dɪˈspeə (r)] 美 [dɪˈsper] n. 绝望；令人绝望的
人或事 v. 绝望，丧失信心 短语 in despair 绝望 ; …

B站自律bgm叫什么 - 百度知道
B站自律bgm叫什么Despair歌曲歌词Despair词:张易曲:张易唱:张易白:Hey yoWe grew up in the darkWe fall in despairNow
we prayWill not die in painWill not die in hatred伤 在我身上在我心上 …

despair和deseration当“绝望“讲时如何区分？_百度知道
Mar 13, 2007 · despair是名词,有时当动词用. despair n. 1. 绝望 [U] Charles was in despair. 查尔斯在绝望中。 2. 令人绝望的人
(或事物) [the S] [ (+of)] vi. 1. 绝望,丧失信心 [ (+of)] He despairs …

谁能帮我辨析despair和desperation；despairing和desperate；？
快乐， sad blue dejected depressed desolate dispirited down downcast downhearted dull dysphoric
gloomy heavy-hearted low melancholic melancholy spiritless tristful unhappy wistful …

depressed,despair,desperate 这3个词的区别和用法_百度知道
Nov 20, 2011 · 1. depressed: adj. 1) 精神不振的,忧伤的,消沉的; 2) 经济萧条的,不景气的 e.g. Emotionally or mentally
depressed. 消沉的感情上或精神上受压抑的 2. despair n. 1) 绝望 2) 使 …

despair翻译成汉语是什么 - 百度知道
Nov 20, 2012 · despair n. 绝望, 失望, 令人失望的人 (事物) vi. 感到绝望，失去希望 例句1： 作为名词：I looked at my wife in
despair... 我绝望地看着妻子。 例句 2： 作为动词：Don't despair, things will get better soon. 不必绝望, 事情不久就会好起来.

desperate和despair有什么区别 - 百度知道
despair n.1) 绝望 2) 使人绝望的人 (或事物) vi.绝望,失去希望,丧失信心 e.g.He sighed with despair. 他绝望地叹了口气. desperate adj.
1) 不顾一切的,拼命的; 2) 铤而走险的,孤注一掷的; 3) 极想望的,极需要的 e.g.Desperate diseases must have desperate cures. [谚]猛药
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起沉疴；在非常情况下必须采取非常手段. 两者都表示绝望的 ...

despire和despair的区别？_百度知道
"despire" 和 "despair" 是两个不同的单词，意义略有不同。 "despire" 通常表示呼吸中散发出某种气味，或者在某些情况下指身体散发出不良的气味。例如: - The
香水太浓了，他熏得人直 despire. - She was feeling the effects of the drug, and she was beginning to despire.
"despair" 则表示极度沮丧、绝望，甚至到了无助、绝望的 ...

despair和despire有何区别 - 百度知道
Aug 11, 2017 · despair可作名词也可作 不及物动词，当其作动词时后加上of便可接名词；而desperate是做形容词用来修饰名词，同时也可作主系表句中的 表语。
desperate 英[ˈdespərət]美[ˈdespərət] adj. (因绝望而）不惜冒险的，不顾一切的，拼命的；绝望的；孤注一掷的；铤而走险的；非常需要；极想；渴望。 [例
句]Why ...

狄更斯的那句“这是最好的时代，也是最坏的时代”的英语原文是怎 …
Jan 12, 2007 · 狄更斯的那句“这是最好的时代，也是最坏的时代”的英语原文是怎样的？小说英译本原文 It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was th

despair形容词和副词 - 百度知道
despair的形容词是：despairing感到绝望的；副词是：despairingly绝望地。 despair读法英 [dɪˈspeə (r)] 美 [dɪˈsper] n. 绝望；令人绝望的
人或事 v. 绝望，丧失信心 短语 in despair 绝望 ; 失望 ; 在绝望中 ; 绝望之中 Disappointment and Despair 失望与绝望 sweeter than
despair 比绝望更甜美 词语用法： despair的基本意思是 ...

B站自律bgm叫什么 - 百度知道
B站自律bgm叫什么Despair歌曲歌词Despair词:张易曲:张易唱:张易白:Hey yoWe grew up in the darkWe fall in despairNow
we prayWill not die in painWill not die in hatred伤 在我身上在我心上刻出善良泪 在我脸上

despair和deseration当“绝望“讲时如何区分？_百度知道
Mar 13, 2007 · despair是名词,有时当动词用. despair n. 1. 绝望 [U] Charles was in despair. 查尔斯在绝望中。 2. 令人绝望的人
(或事物) [the S] [ (+of)] vi. 1. 绝望,丧失信心 [ (+of)] He despairs of winning a scholarship. 他已不抱赢得奖学金的希望了。 So
long as you help me, I shall never despair. 只要你帮我,我决不会失望。 您是想说desperation吗 ...

谁能帮我辨析despair和desperation；despairing和desperate；？
快乐， sad blue dejected depressed desolate dispirited down downcast downhearted dull dysphoric
gloomy heavy-hearted low melancholic melancholy spiritless tristful unhappy wistful downatinthe
mouth miserable sorrowful mournful 绝望 despair desperateness desperation despond despondence
despondency hopelessness 2011-10-24 4:50:59 复制链接

depressed,despair,desperate 这3个词的区别和用法_百度知道
Nov 20, 2011 · 1. depressed: adj. 1) 精神不振的,忧伤的,消沉的; 2) 经济萧条的,不景气的 e.g. Emotionally or mentally
depressed. 消沉的感情上或精神上受压抑的 2. despair n. 1) 绝望 2) 使人绝望的人 (或事物) vi. 绝望,失去希望,丧失信心 e.g. He sighed with
despair. 他绝望地叹了口气。 3. desperate adj. 1) 不顾一切的, 拼命的; 2) 铤而走险的 ...

Explore the depths of 'Despair' by Vladimir Nabokov in our insightful analysis. Discover how this
novel intricately weaves themes of identity and existential dread. Learn more!
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