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Denali National Park, located in the heart of Alaska, 1s one of the most
iconic national parks in the United States. Covering more than six million
acres, it is home to North America's highest peak, Denali (formerly known as
Mount McKinley), towering at 20,310 feet. The park is a natural wonderland
filled with breathtaking landscapes, diverse wildlife, and rich cultural
history. This guide will provide you with essential information about
visiting Denali National Park, including how to get there, what to do, where
to stay, and tips for making the most of your adventure.

Getting to Denali National Park

Getting to Denali National Park can be an adventure in itself, as it is
located in a relatively remote area of Alaska. Here are the main ways to
reach the park:

By Air

- Fly to Anchorage or Fairbanks: Most visitors choose to fly into Anchorage
or Fairbanks, the two major cities in Alaska. From either city, you can rent
a car or take a shuttle.

— Charter Flights: For a more direct route, consider chartering a flight to
the park. Some companies offer scenic flights that provide stunning aerial
views of Denali.



By Road

— Driving: If you are already in Alaska, you can drive to Denali National
Park via the George Parks Highway (Alaska Route 3), which connects Anchorage
and Fairbanks. The drive offers beautiful scenery and is approximately 4-5
hours from Anchorage and 2 hours from Fairbanks.

— Public Transportation: The Alaska Railroad offers train services that stop
at the Denali Park entrance, providing a unique and picturesque way to
arrive.

Best Time to Visit

Denali National Park is accessible year-round, but the best time to visit is
during the summer months, from late May to mid-September. Here are some
factors to consider:

Summer (Late May — Mid-September)

- Weather: The weather is generally mild, with temperatures ranging from 50°F
to 70°F. However, conditions can change rapidly, so be prepared for rain and
cooler temperatures.

— Wildlife Viewing: Summer is the best time for spotting wildlife, including
grizzly bears, moose, caribou, and wolves, who are more active during this
season.

- Long Days: With long daylight hours, visitors can enjoy extended
opportunities for exploration and activities.

Winter (Mid-September - Late May)

- Winter Sports: For those interested in winter activities, Denali offers
opportunities for skiing, snowshoeing, and dog sledding.

— Northern Lights: Winter is also the best time to witness the mesmerizing
Aurora Borealis, especially in late fall and early spring.

Activities in Denali National Park

Denali National Park offers a myriad of activities for visitors of all ages
and interests. Here are some popular options:

Wildlife Viewing

One of the biggest draws of Denali is its diverse wildlife. Here are some
tips for wildlife viewing:

— Bus Tours: The park offers shuttle bus services along the Denali Park Road,
providing access to prime wildlife viewing areas.
- Early Morning or Late Evening: The best times for spotting wildlife are



early morning or late evening when animals are most active.
— Keep Your Distance: Always maintain a safe distance from wildlife. Use
binoculars or a zoom lens for photography.

Hiking and Backpacking

With over 35 miles of marked trails and countless opportunities for off-trail
hiking, Denali is a hiker's paradise.

- Popular Trails: Some popular trails include the Savage River Loop Trail and
the Mount Healy Overlook Trail.

— Backcountry Hiking: For the adventurous, Denali offers backcountry hiking,
where you can explore unmarked trails and experience the park's wilderness.

Camping

Camping is one of the best ways to experience the natural beauty of Denali.

— Campgrounds: The park has several campgrounds, including the Riley Creek
Campground and the Savage River Campground, which offer a range of amenities.
— Backcountry Camping: For a more remote experience, consider backcountry
camping, which requires a permit. Be sure to follow Leave No Trace
principles.

Scenic Drives and Bus Tours

The Denali Park Road is the primary road within the park, extending 92 miles
into the wilderness.

— Shuttle Buses: Park-operated shuttle buses provide access to various points
along the road, allowing visitors to hop on and off at their leisure.

— Guided Tours: Consider taking a guided bus tour for a more informative
experience, where knowledgeable guides share insights about the park's
ecology, geology, and history.

Photography

Denali National Park offers unparalleled opportunities for photography
enthusiasts.

- Landscape Photography: Capture stunning landscapes, including the majestic
Denali peak and expansive tundra.

— Wildlife Photography: With abundant wildlife, bring a telephoto lens to
photograph animals in their natural habitats.

Where to Stay

Accommodations near Denali National Park range from campgrounds to hotels.



Here’'s a breakdown of options:

Inside the Park

- Campgrounds: As mentioned earlier, campgrounds like Riley Creek and Savage
River are available for those who prefer camping.

— Lodges: There are a few lodges within the park that offer a more
comfortable stay, such as the Denali Backcountry Lodge.

Outside the Park

- Healy: The town of Healy, located just outside the park entrance, has
several hotels and cabins, providing easy access to the park.

— Talkeetna: A bit further away, Talkeetna is a charming town that serves as
a base for mountaineering expeditions and also has various lodging options.

Essential Tips for Visiting Denali National
Park

To make the most of your visit to Denali National Park, consider these tips:

1. Dress in Layers: Weather can change quickly, so wear layers to stay
comfortable.

2. Plan Ahead: Check for park alerts and plan your itinerary in advance to
maximize your time.

3. Stay Hydrated: Bring plenty of water, especially during hikes and outdoor
activities.

4. Leave No Trace: Follow Leave No Trace principles to protect the park's
natural beauty.

5. Respect Wildlife: Always observe wildlife from a safe distance and never
feed animals.

Conclusion

Denali National Park is a breathtaking destination that offers a unique blend
of stunning landscapes, diverse wildlife, and outdoor adventure. Whether you
are hiking through the tundra, capturing the beauty of Denali on camera, or
simply soaking in the pristine wilderness, this park promises an
unforgettable experience. With careful planning and preparation, you can make
the most of your visit to one of America’s most treasured national parks.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best time of year to wvisit Denali



National Park?

The best time to visit Denali National Park is during the summer months, from
late May to mid-September, when the weather is milder and wildlife is more
active.

What are the top activities to do in Denali National
Park?

Top activities in Denali National Park include wildlife viewing, hiking,
camping, taking scenic bus tours, and experiencing guided tours such as
rafting or mountaineering.

How can I see Mount Denali while visiting the park?

The best way to see Mount Denali is by taking the Denali Park Road, which has
various viewpoints, or by booking a flightseeing tour that offers aerial
views of the mountain.

Are there any guided tours available in Denali
National Park?

Yes, Denali National Park offers various guided tours, including bus tours,
ranger—-led hikes, and specialized wildlife tours, which can enhance your
experience in the park.

What should I pack for a trip to Denali National
Park?

When visiting Denali National Park, pack layers of clothing for varying
weather, sturdy hiking boots, a rain jacket, binoculars for wildlife viewing,
and plenty of water and snacks.
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