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SERMON ON
THE MOUNT

Da Carson's Sermon on the Mount is a profound exploration of one of the most pivotal
passages in the New Testament, found in the Gospel of Matthew, chapters 5-7. This section
of scripture is often regarded as the epitome of Christ's ethical teachings and offers a
comprehensive view of the values and behaviors expected of His followers. D.A. Carson, a
prominent evangelical scholar and theologian, has extensively analyzed this text,
illuminating its significance and the implications it has for Christian living. This article aims
to delve into Carson's insights on the Sermon on the Mount, examining its themes,
teachings, and relevance in today's world.

Understanding the Context

To fully appreciate the Sermon on the Mount, it is essential to understand its historical and
cultural context. Jesus delivered this sermon during His early ministry in Galilee, a time
when Jewish society was deeply entrenched in religious laws and expectations. The
audience was composed of a diverse group of people, including His disciples, curious
onlookers, and those seeking healing or hope.



The Socio-Religious Landscape

1. Jewish Legalism: The Pharisees and scribes heavily emphasized adherence to the Mosaic
Law, often interpreting it in ways that prioritized ritual over the heart.

2. Roman Occupation: The Jewish people were under Roman rule, experiencing oppression
and a longing for political liberation, which influenced their expectations of a Messiah.

3. Spiritual Hunger: Many were searching for genuine spirituality, leading them to Jesus,
who offered a radical reinterpretation of the Law and the prophetic tradition.

Key Themes in D.A. Carson's Analysis

Carson's examination of the Sermon on the Mount reveals several key themes that
resonate throughout the text. These themes are not only theological but also practical,
providing guidelines for Christian conduct.

The Beatitudes

One of the most recognizable sections of the Sermon on the Mount is the Beatitudes, found
in Matthew 5:3-12. Carson emphasizes that these statements reflect the values of the
Kingdom of Heaven, contrasting sharply with societal norms.

- Blessed are the poor in spirit: Recognizes spiritual humility as a prerequisite for entering
God's kingdom.

- Blessed are those who mourn: Suggests that genuine sorrow over sin leads to comfort and
healing.

- Blessed are the meek: Highlights the significance of humility and gentleness in a world
that often values power.

Carson points out that the Beatitudes challenge conventional wisdom, encouraging
believers to adopt a posture of dependence on God rather than self-sufficiency.

Fulfillment of the Law

In Matthew 5:17-20, Jesus makes a profound statement regarding the Law. Carson
underscores that Jesus did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfill it. This fulfillment is
multi-faceted:

1. Completion: Jesus embodies the true intent of the Law through His life and teaching.

2. Transformation: He calls His followers to a deeper righteousness that goes beyond mere
external compliance to an internal transformation of the heart.



Carson argues that this shift is essential for understanding the ethical demands placed
upon Christians today. It is not enough to follow rules; believers are called to reflect the
character of Christ in their lives.

The Ethical Commandments

Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus provides a series of ethical teachings that
challenge His listeners to examine their hearts and actions.

Anger, Lust, and Retaliation

In Matthew 5:21-48, Jesus addresses various moral issues, including anger, lust, and the
concept of retaliation. Carson highlights the radical nature of Jesus' teachings:

- Anger: Jesus equates anger with murder, urging His followers to seek reconciliation.

- Lust: He emphasizes that lustful thoughts are as serious as adultery, calling for purity in
both thought and action.

- Retaliation: Instead of seeking revenge, Jesus advocates for turning the other cheek, a
radical departure from societal norms.

Carson contends that these teachings not only elevate the moral standard but also reflect
the heart of God, who desires mercy and reconciliation over judgment and punishment.

The Importance of Intention

Another critical aspect of Jesus' teaching is the importance of intention behind actions. In
Matthew 6:1-18, Jesus addresses religious practices such as giving, prayer, and fasting.
Carson notes that Jesus emphasizes:

- Authenticity: Actions should stem from a genuine desire to honor God rather than seeking
public approval.

- Privacy: Jesus encourages private devotion, suggesting that God values sincerity over
visibility.

This principle reinforces the idea that God looks at the heart, not merely at outward
displays of piety.

Trust and Dependence on God

In the latter part of the Sermon on the Mount, particularly in Matthew 6:19-34, Jesus shifts
the focus to the believer's relationship with material possessions and anxiety. Carson
emphasizes two main points:



Materialism vs. Spirituality

- Treasures in Heaven: Jesus advises against storing up earthly treasures, urging believers
to invest in spiritual riches that have eternal value.

- Worry and Anxiety: He reassures His followers that God knows their needs and
encourages them to seek first His kingdom, promising that all other things will be added to
them.

Carson underscores that trust in God is foundational for a believer's spiritual life, as it
alleviates anxiety and fosters a sense of peace.

The Golden Rule

The Golden Rule, found in Matthew 7:12, encapsulates the ethical essence of the Sermon
on the Mount: "So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them." Carson
points out that this principle not only summarizes Jesus' teachings but also serves as a
practical guide for interpersonal relationships.

- Reciprocity: It emphasizes mutual respect and care, encouraging believers to consider the
needs and feelings of others.

- Active Love: This rule calls for proactive love, not just refraining from harm but actively
seeking the good of others.

Conclusion: The Relevance of the Sermon on the
Mount Today

D.A. Carson's insights into the Sermon on the Mount reveal its timeless relevance and
challenge for modern believers. In a world often characterized by division, materialism, and
moral ambiguity, the teachings of Jesus offer a radical and transformative path.

As Christians engage with the Sermon on the Mount, they are invited to:

- Reflect on their own spiritual condition and pursue humility before God.

- Embrace a deeper understanding of righteousness that transcends legalism.
- Live out ethical principles that prioritize love, mercy, and reconciliation.

- Cultivate a trust in God's provision that liberates them from anxiety.

In essence, the Sermon on the Mount is not merely a collection of teachings but a blueprint
for living as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. Carson's analysis encourages believers to
internalize these teachings and embody the heart of Christ in their daily lives, thereby
impacting the world around them with the love and truth of the Gospel.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of D.A. Carson's interpretation
of the Sermon on the Mount?

D.A. Carson emphasizes the radical nature of Jesus' teachings in the Sermon on the Mount,
highlighting themes of righteousness, mercy, and the Kingdom of God.

How does D.A. Carson view the Beatitudes in the
Sermon on the Mount?

Carson views the Beatitudes as a counter-cultural manifesto that describes the character of
those who belong to God's Kingdom, emphasizing humility, dependency on God, and a
commitment to justice.

What does D.A. Carson say about the relationship
between the Old Testament law and the Sermon on the
Mount?

Carson posits that Jesus' teachings in the Sermon on the Mount fulfill and deepen the Old
Testament law, moving beyond mere external compliance to internal heart transformation.

How does D.A. Carson explain the concept of 'salt and
light' in the Sermon on the Mount?

Carson explains that being 'salt and light' involves Christians influencing the world
positively, preserving moral values and illuminating truth through their actions and
character.

What insights does D.A. Carson provide on the Lord's
Prayer as presented in the Sermon on the Mount?

Carson highlights the Lord's Prayer as a model for prayer that emphasizes God's holiness,
the coming of His Kingdom, daily reliance on Him, and the importance of forgiveness.

In what way does D.A. Carson address the topic of
anxiety in the Sermon on the Mount?

Carson discusses Jesus' teaching on anxiety, emphasizing trust in God's provision and the
call to seek first His Kingdom and righteousness as the antidote to worry.

How does D.A. Carson interpret the concept of 'loving
your enemies' in the Sermon on the Mount?

Carson interprets 'loving your enemies' as a radical command that reflects God's grace and
challenges believers to show love and kindness even to those who oppose them.



What does D.A. Carson suggest about the role of
hypocrisy in the Sermon on the Mount?

Carson warns against hypocrisy, explaining that Jesus calls for authenticity in faith practices
such as prayer, fasting, and giving, urging believers to act out of genuine devotion rather
than public display.

What overall impact does D.A. Carson believe the
Sermon on the Mount has on Christian ethics?

Carson believes the Sermon on the Mount profoundly shapes Christian ethics by providing a
foundation for moral behavior rooted in love, mercy, and a deep relationship with God.
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Explore Da Carson's insights on the Sermon on the Mount and uncover its profound teachings.
Discover how these timeless messages can transform your life today!
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