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Dave Matthews Some Devil Tab is a sought-after piece among guitar enthusiasts and fans of the Dave
Matthews Band. This song, released in 2003 as part of Matthews' solo album "Some Devil," showcases his
unique style that blends folk, rock, and jazz influences. For guitar players, mastering the tab for "Some
Devil" not only enhances their skills but also contributes to a deeper appreciation of Matthews' artistry. In
this article, we will explore the elements of the song, its significance in Matthews' discography, and

provide a comprehensive guide on how to play it, including tips and techniques.



Understanding "Some Devil"

"Some Devil" is a reflective and soulful piece that delves into themes of love, loss, and introspection. The
song features a mellow yet captivating melody, characterized by Matthews' intricate fingerpicking and

rhythmic strumming.

Background of the Song

- Release Date: "Some Devil" was released on September 23, 2003.

- Album: It is part of the album of the same name, which is Dave Matthews' first solo project outside of the
band.

- Musical Style: The song combines elements of rock, folk, and jazz, showcasing Matthews' ability to blend

genres seamlessly.

Song Structure

"Some Devil" has a typical verse-chorus structure, which is common in many of Matthews' songs.

Understanding this structure is crucial for players who want to master the tab.

1. Intro: The song opens with a gentle guitar riff that sets the mood.

2. Verses: The verses are characterized by softer tones, allowing Matthews' vocals to shine.

3. Chorus: The chorus offers a more powerful sound, emphasizing the emotional weight of the lyrics.

4. Bridge: A transitional section that often features a change in dynamics or tempo, leading back into the

chorus.

Getting Started with the Tab

To effectively play "Some Devil," it's essential to familiarize yourself with the guitar tab. Here’s a

breakdown of how to read and interpret the tab.

What is a Guitar Tab?

A guitar tab is a visual representation of the guitar neck, showing you where to place your fingers on the
fretboard. It consists of six lines representing the six strings of the guitar, with numbers indicating the frets

to be pressed.

- Lines: Each line corresponds to a string on the guitar (from the bottom string, the low E, to the top string,
the high E).



- Numbers: The numbers indicate which fret to press down on the respective string.

Basic Chords Used in "Some Devil"

Before diving into the tab, it's helpful to know the basic chords used in the song. Here are some of the

primary chords:

1. D Major
2. A Major
3. G Major
4. C Major
5. Em7 (E minor 7)

These chords form the backbone of the song, and knowing how to transition between them smoothly is

critical for a fluid performance.

Step-by-Step Guide to Playing "Some Devil"

Now that you are familiar with the structure and chords, we can delve into the step-by-step process of

playing "Some Devil."

1. Tuning Your Guitar

Before you begin, ensure your guitar is in standard tuning (E A D G B e). This is crucial, as many of

Matthews' songs rely on specific tunings to achieve their unique sound.

2. Learning the Intro

The intro sets the tone for the song. Here’s a simplified version of the tab for the intro riff:
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Practice playing this riff slowly until you can do it smoothly. The goal is to capture the gentle, flowing feel

that Matthews is known for.

3. Playing the Verses

The verses use a combination of the chords mentioned earlier. Here’s a simple chord progression for the

verses:
-D-A-G-Em7

Strum each chord for four counts before moving on to the next. Maintain a steady rhythm, and try to

emulate Matthews' unique strumming pattern by incorporating some downstrokes and upstrokes.

4. Mastering the Chorus

The chorus brings a more powerful sound:
-C-G-D-A

As you play these chords, focus on dynamics. This means playing the chords louder and with more energy
compared to the verses. Feel free to experiment with your strumming pattern here to match the intensity

of the lyrics.

5. The Bridge and Transitioning Back

The bridge often involves a slight shift in melody and dynamics. Practice this section slowly, ensuring you

are comfortable with the transitions between sections.

Techniques to Enhance Your Playing

Once you have the basic structure down, consider these techniques to elevate your performance of "Some

Devil."

Fingerpicking
Dave Matthews is known for his intricate fingerpicking style. Incorporating fingerpicking into your

playing can add a unique flavor to the song. Start with simple patterns and gradually increase complexity as

you become more comfortable.



Strumming Patterns

Experiment with different strumming patterns in both the verses and chorus. For example, try using a

combination of downstrokes and upstrokes, or incorporate palm muting for a more percussive sound.

Dynamic Control

Pay attention to the dynamics throughout the song. Transitioning between softer and louder sections will

add emotional depth to your performance.

Tips for Practice

To ensure you effectively learn "Some Devil," consider the following practice tips:

1. Slow Practice: Always start slow. Gradually increase your speed as you become more confident.

2. Use a Metronome: This will help you maintain a steady tempo.

3. Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice can highlight areas that need improvement.
4. Play Along with the Track: Once you feel comfortable, try playing along with the original recording to

get a feel for timing and dynamics.

Conclusion

Learning the Dave Matthews Some Devil tab can be a rewarding experience for any guitarist. The song
not only showcases Matthews' unique musical style but also provides an opportunity for players to develop
their skills in fingerpicking, strumming, and dynamic control. By understanding the song's structure,
mastering the chords, and incorporating various techniques, you can bring this beautiful piece to life.
Whether you're a fan of the Dave Matthews Band or a guitar enthusiast seeking a new challenge, "Some

Devil" is a fantastic addition to your repertoire. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Some Devil' by Dave Matthews?

'‘Some Devil' is a solo studio album by Dave Matthews, released in 2003. It features a mix of folk, rock, and

jazz influences.



Where can I find guitar tabs for ‘Some Devil"?

Guitar tabs for 'Some Devil' can be found on various music tab websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and

other guitar tab forums.

Is there a specific song from 'Some Devil' that is popular for guitarists?

One of the most popular songs from 'Some Devil' for guitarists is 'Gravedigger,' which features a distinctive

acoustic guitar part.

Are there any official tabs released by Dave Matthews for 'Some Devil'?

As of now, there are no official tabs released by Dave Matthews for 'Some Devil,' but fans often share their

interpretations online.

What tuning is used in the songs from 'Some Devil'?

Many songs from 'Some Devil' use standard tuning, but some may include alternate tunings, so checking

specific tabs is advisable.

Can I find video tutorials for playing 'Some Devil' songs?

Yes, there are many video tutorials available on platforms like YouTube that teach how to play songs from

'‘Some Devil' on guitar.

‘What skills do I need to play 'Some Devil' on guitar?

Basic chord knowledge, fingerpicking skills, and familiarity with strumming patterns will help in playing

'Some Devil' songs.

Are there any live performances of ‘Some Devil' songs?

Yes, Dave Matthews has performed songs from 'Some Devil' live during his concerts, and many recordings

are available online.

Is 'Some Devil' considered a significant album in Dave Matthews' career?

'‘Some Devil' is considered significant as it showcases Matthews' solo artistry and explores different musical

styles outside of his band.
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Unlock the magic of Dave Matthews' "Some Devil" with our easy-to-follow tab guide. Perfect for
guitarists of all levels! Learn more and start playing today!
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