Death By Government By R ] Rummel

Death by Government is a seminal work by political scientist R. J. Rummel that explores
the dark intersection of government power and human life. In this groundbreaking book,
Rummel presents a compelling argument about how governments throughout history have
been responsible for the deaths of millions of people, often far exceeding the toll of wars.
This article delves into the core themes of Rummel's work, examining the statistics he
presents, the implications of his findings, and the broader context of state-sponsored
violence.



Understanding R. J. Rummel's Thesis

R. J. Rummel's central thesis in "Death by Government" is that the most significant threat to
human life is not war but rather the actions of governments themselves. He introduces the
concept of "democide," which refers to the murder of any person or people by a
government, including genocide, politicide, and mass murder. Rummel's work challenges
the conventional wisdom that views war as the primary cause of death in the modern world.

The Concept of Democide

To fully grasp Rummel’s argument, it's essential to understand the term "democide." He
divides it into several categories:

e Genocide: The intentional extermination of a particular group of people based on
ethnicity, religion, or nationality.

e Politicide: The murder of individuals or groups for political reasons, including
dissidents and political opponents.

e Mass Murder: Large-scale killings that do not necessarily fall under the categories of
genocide or politicide.

By categorizing state-sponsored killings in this way, Rummel aims to highlight the
systematic nature of government-induced deaths and the ideologies that often drive such

actions.

The Historical Context of Democide

Rummel's research spans a vast array of historical events, providing a comprehensive view
of the scope of democide. He meticulously compiles data from various sources to illustrate
how different regimes have employed violence against their own citizens.

Notable Historical Examples

Some of the most striking examples Rummel discusses include:

1. The Soviet Union: Under Joseph Stalin, millions of people perished due to purges,
forced labor camps, and famines exacerbated by state policies.

2. Nazi Germany: The Holocaust remains one of the most horrific examples of



genocide, with six million Jews mur

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of 'Death by Government' by
R.J. Rummel?

The main thesis of 'Death by Government' is that governments are a significant
source of violence and death, and that state-sponsored killings far exceed those
caused by war, leading to millions of deaths in the 20th century.

How does Rummel define 'democide’ in his book?

Rummel defines ‘democide' as the murder of any person or people by a government,
including genocide, politicide, and mass murder, emphasizing that it is a broader
category than just genocide.

What evidence does Rummel provide to support his
claims?

Rummel provides extensive statistical data and historical examples from various
regimes, including Nazi Germany, Stalin's Soviet Union, and Mao's China, to illustrate
the scale of deaths caused by governments.

What are some key historical examples cited in
'Death by Government'?

Key historical examples include the Holodomor in Ukraine, the Great Leap Forward in
China, and the purges under Stalin, all of which resulted in millions of civilian deaths
due to government policies.

How does Rummel argue that democracy can reduce
democide?

Rummel argues that democracies are less likely to commit democide because they
are accountable to their citizens, have checks and balances, and promote individual
rights, thus reducing the likelihood of state-sponsored violence.

What impact has 'Death by Government' had on
political science and history?

The book has significantly influenced the fields of political science and history by
highlighting the dangers of state power and the need for accountability, sparking
discussions about the relationship between government and individual rights.



What criticisms have been made against Rummel's
arguments?

Critics argue that Rummel's focus on state violence may downplay other forms of
violence and that his statistical methods can be overly simplistic, leading to potential
misinterpretations of complex historical events.

How does 'Death by Government' relate to
contemporary discussions about government power?

The book is relevant to contemporary discussions about government power, civil
liberties, and human rights, as it serves as a cautionary tale about the potential for
state overreach and the importance of safeguarding democratic institutions.
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