Dark Souls 2 Sorcerer Guide

Dark Souls 2 Sorcerer Guide: In the challenging and intricate world of Dark Souls 2, players
stepping into the role of a sorcerer can experience a unique playstyle that emphasizes magic and
ranged combat. While the game is notoriously difficult, mastering the sorcerer class can provide
players with powerful spells and a distinct advantage over their foes. This guide will explore the
intricacies of the sorcerer build, including stat allocation, spells, equipment, strategies, and tips to
help you conquer Drangleic.

Understanding the Sorcerer Class

Sorcerers in Dark Souls 2 are primarily spellcasters who rely on Intelligence to deal magical
damage. Their abilities allow them to cast a variety of sorceries that can be used to attack enemies
from a distance, control the battlefield, and provide utility in various situations.

Starting Class and Gift

- Starting Class: Sorcerer
- With high Intelligence and Attunement, the Sorcerer starts with a solid foundation for spellcasting.
Players begin with a catalyst and a variety of spells, making it easier to start using magic right away.

- Starting Gift: The Master Key is a popular choice as it grants access to various areas earlier than
usual, while the Soul of a Lost Undead can provide an early boost in souls for leveling up.

Stat Allocation

To maximize the effectiveness of your sorcerer, careful consideration of stat allocation is crucial.



Here’s a recommended approach:

1. Primary Stats:

- Intelligence: Focus on leveling this stat as it directly influences the damage of your sorceries. Aim
for at least 50 by the mid-game.

- Attunement: Increases the number of spell slots available. Aim for 20-30 to have a good balance of
spells ready for use.

2. Secondary Stats:

- Endurance: Vital for stamina management, allowing for more dodging and casting.

- Vitality: Increases your equip load and health pool. Aim for a minimum of 20 to survive hits from
enemies.

- Faith: Optionally, invest points here if you want to use certain sorceries that require a bit of Faith.

3. Tertiary Stats:
- Strength and Dexterity: Minimal investment is needed unless you want to wield certain weapons or
catalysts effectively.

Spells for Sorcerers

Sorcerers have access to a wide array of spells that can suit different playstyles. Here’s a breakdown
of must-have spells:

Key Sorceries

- Soul Arrow: A basic but effective projectile spell that is easy to cast and consumes minimal FP
(Focus Points).

- Great Soul Arrow: An upgraded version of Soul Arrow that deals more damage and is still relatively
low on FP.

- Magic Weapon: Buffs your weapon with magical damage, making it a great choice for melee
encounters.

- Soul Spear: A powerful spell that pierces through enemies, ideal for dealing with tougher foes.

- Crystal Soul Spear: An even stronger version of Soul Spear, it can deal massive damage and is
great for boss fights.

- Homemade Flame: A situational sorcery that can deal AoE damage, useful for crowd control.

Utility and Support Spells

- Repair: Keeps your equipment in top shape without needing to return to a bonfire.
- Hidden Body: Provides stealth for sneaking past enemies or setting up ambushes.
- Great Magic Shield: Increases your defenses, making you harder to hit in dangerous situations.



Equipment for Sorcerers

Your equipment can significantly influence your effectiveness as a sorcerer. Here are some
recommendations:

Weapons

- Catalysts:
- Sorcerer’s Catalyst: Starts with the class and offers a good balance of casting speed and damage.
- Sunlight Staff: If you wish to incorporate some Faith spells, this is a great option.

- Melee Weapons (for hybrid builds):
- Estoc: A thrusting sword that works well with your high Intelligence buffs.
- Moonlight Greatsword: Perfect for a powerful melee option that scales with Intelligence.

Armor Sets

- Black Witch Set: Great for sorcerers due to its high magic defense and decent overall protection.
- Bishop Set: Offers a good mix of physical and magical defense, allowing for flexibility in combat.

Rings

- Ring of Wisdom: Increases your Intelligence, boosting spell damage.

- Bellowing Dragoncrest Ring: Further enhances spell damage, particularly useful against tough
enemies and bosses.

- Southern Ritual Band: Increases your Attunement slots, allowing for more spell variety during
battles.

Combat Strategies

As a sorcerer, your approach to combat is different than that of melee characters. Here are some
strategies to consider:

1. Maintain Distance: Always try to keep your distance from enemies. Use the environment to your
advantage to create space for casting spells.

2. Use Cover: Utilize obstacles to avoid enemy attacks while you charge your spells.

3. Learn Enemy Patterns: Understanding the attack patterns of enemies will allow you to time your
spellcasting more effectively and avoid damage.

4. Mix Ranged and Melee: In certain situations, switching to a melee weapon can catch enemies off
guard, especially when they close the distance unexpectedly.

5. Buff Before Boss Fights: Always apply buffs like Magic Weapon or Great Magic Shield before
engaging bosses to maximize your effectiveness.



Leveling Up and Progression

As you progress through Dark Souls 2, it's essential to focus on efficient leveling:

- Prioritize leveling Intelligence and Attunement first, followed by Endurance and Vitality.
- Keep an eye on the amount of souls you collect and plan your upgrades accordingly.
- Don’t forget to upgrade your catalysts and weapons at blacksmiths to enhance their effectiveness.

Conclusion

The Dark Souls 2 Sorcerer Guide provides a comprehensive look into building and playing a sorcerer
effectively in one of the most challenging RPGs. By understanding the mechanics of the sorcerer
class, allocating stats wisely, selecting the right spells and equipment, and employing effective
combat strategies, you can navigate the treacherous world of Drangleic with confidence. Remember,
patience and practice are key in mastering the art of sorcery, so embrace the challenge and enjoy
the journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What starting class should I choose for a sorcerer build in
Dark Souls 2?

The Sorcerer class is the best choice as it starts with higher intelligence and attunement, allowing
for effective spellcasting right from the beginning.

What are the essential stats to focus on for a sorcerer build?

Prioritize Intelligence for spell damage, Attunement for more spell slots, and Adaptability for better
agility and invincibility frames.

Which spells are considered the best for sorcerers in Dark
Souls 2?

Some of the top spells include Soul Arrow, Great Soul Arrow, and Crystal Soul Spear for damage,
along with spells like Iron Flesh for defense.

What equipment should I aim for as a sorcerer?

Look for sorcerer-specific gear like the Sorcerer's Hood, and use staffs such as the Sunset Staff or
the Staff of Wisdom for better casting abilities.

How important is it to manage my spell slots as a sorcerer?

Very important! Properly managing your attunement and using items like Amber Herbs can ensure
you have enough spells for tough encounters.



What are some good rings for a sorcerer build in Dark Souls
2?

The Ring of Knowledge increases your spell damage, while the Southern Ritual Band enhances your
attunement slots. Consider the Clear Bluestone Ring for faster casting.

How can I effectively deal with melee enemies as a sorcerer?

Utilize ranged attacks with your spells, maintain distance, and use environmental obstacles to break
line of sight. Spells like Heavy Soul Arrow can deal significant damage.

Is it worthwhile to invest in Faith as a sorcerer?

While not essential, a small investment can allow you to use some useful utility spells, such as
healing miracles, if you want a hybrid approach.

What are the key tips for PvP as a sorcerer in Dark Souls 2?

Focus on baiting opponents into dodging, cast spells while maintaining distance, and use quick-
casting spells to punish aggressive players. Timing and positioning are crucial.
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Master the art of sorcery in Dark Souls 2 with our comprehensive guide. Unlock powerful spells and
strategies to dominate your enemies. Learn more now!
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