
Dangerous Davies The Last Detective

Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective is a compelling British television series that has
captivated audiences since its inception. Based on the novels written by Leslie Thomas,
the show follows the life and investigations of Davies, a somewhat hapless but determined
detective who often finds himself embroiled in unexpected adventures. Set against the
backdrop of London, the series not only delves into the intricacies of crime-solving but
also explores themes of friendship, loyalty, and the human condition. This article seeks to



provide an in-depth exploration of the show, its characters, themes, and impact on viewers
and the detective genre.

Overview of the Series

Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective first premiered on ITV in 2003, with the series
consisting of four episodes spanning two seasons. Each episode stands alone as a unique
story while also contributing to the overarching characterization and development of
Davies himself. The series is notable for its blend of drama, humor, and poignant
moments, which sets it apart from more conventional detective shows.

Plot Synopsis

The central plot revolves around Dangerous Davies, played by Peter Davison, who is
portrayed as an unconventional detective. He is not the archetypal hard-boiled
investigator; instead, he is a more relatable character—often underappreciated and
overshadowed by his more glamorous colleagues. Despite this, he possesses an
unwavering commitment to his job and an innate ability to solve cases, albeit often
through unconventional means.

Throughout the series, viewers witness Davies tackling various cases, each presenting its
unique set of challenges. From missing persons to murder investigations, he navigates the
often murky waters of crime in London. His journey is not just about solving cases; it also
highlights his interactions with friends, colleagues, and family, adding depth to his
character.

Main Characters

The dynamic between Dangerous Davies and the characters around him is a significant
aspect of the show. Below are some of the key figures:

Dangerous Davies (Peter Davison)

Davies is the protagonist who embodies the quintessential everyman. He is often depicted
as clumsy yet resourceful, with a knack for stumbling upon the truth. His character is
relatable, making him a sympathetic figure to viewers. Despite the challenges he faces, his
unwavering dedication to justice makes him a hero in his own right.

Detective Sergeant (DS) Jenny (played by various



actresses)

Davies is often paired with a female detective, providing a counterbalance to his
character. This partnership not only adds complexity to the narrative but also highlights
the evolving dynamics within a male-dominated profession. Their relationship often
oscillates between camaraderie and tension, adding layers to the storyline.

Other Supporting Characters

1. The Chief Inspector: Often seen as a foil to Davies, the Chief Inspector represents the
bureaucracy and red tape that Davies frequently grapples with.
2. Davies' Friends: A group of friends who provide comic relief and emotional support
throughout his tumultuous career.
3. Family Members: Davies' interactions with family often reveal his vulnerabilities and
personal struggles, humanizing him further.

Thematic Exploration

Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective is rich in themes that resonate with viewers on
multiple levels. Here are some of the most prominent themes explored throughout the
series:

Redemption and Justice

At its core, the series is about the pursuit of justice. Davies often finds himself fighting
against a system that does not always prioritize truth and fairness. This struggle for
redemption is evident in his personal and professional life, where he seeks to right wrongs
and help those in need.

Friendship and Loyalty

The importance of friendship is a recurring theme. Davies' relationships with his friends
and colleagues provide a supportive network that helps him navigate the challenges of his
job. These bonds often serve as a source of strength and motivation, emphasizing the idea
that no one can face adversity alone.

Humor Amidst Darkness

The series uniquely blends humor with serious subject matter. Davies' clumsy demeanor
and the often absurd situations he finds himself in provide comic relief. This juxtaposition



allows the series to tackle heavy themes while still engaging viewers with light-hearted
moments.

Cinematic Style and Direction

The show’s direction and cinematography play a crucial role in establishing its tone. The
use of London as a backdrop is integral to the storytelling, with the city’s vibrant yet gritty
atmosphere reflecting the complexities of Davies' character and the cases he investigates.

Filming Locations

The series showcases various iconic London locations, which enhance the visual appeal
and authenticity of the narrative. From bustling streets to quieter, introspective spots, the
locations serve as a character in their own right.

Music and Score

The musical score complements the narrative beautifully, adding emotional weight to key
scenes. The use of music helps to establish mood and tone, whether it’s the tension of a
crime scene or the warmth of a friendly gathering.

Audience Reception and Impact

Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective has garnered a devoted fanbase over the years.
While it may not have reached the same level of fame as other detective series, it has left a
lasting impact on those who appreciate its unique storytelling approach.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have praised the series for its character-driven narratives, clever writing, and the
blend of humor and drama. The performances, particularly that of Peter Davison, have
been highlighted as a significant strength, bringing depth and nuance to the character of
Davies.

Legacy in the Detective Genre

The series holds a special place within the detective genre, often cited for its innovative
approach. It challenges the traditional tropes of crime-solving narratives by focusing on
character development and interpersonal relationships rather than solely on plot-driven



elements.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective is more than just a procedural
drama; it is a rich exploration of the human experience through the lens of crime and
investigation. With its relatable protagonist, engaging stories, and thematic depth, the
series has carved out a niche for itself in the hearts of its viewers. Its legacy continues to
inspire new generations of detective stories, reminding us that sometimes, the journey to
uncover the truth is just as important as the truth itself. As long as there are stories of
redemption, friendship, and the human spirit, Davies will remain a beloved figure in the
landscape of British television.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main character in 'Dangerous Davies: The
Last Detective'?
The main character is Dangerous Davies, a down-on-his-luck detective played by Peter
Davison.

What is the primary theme of 'Dangerous Davies: The
Last Detective'?
The primary theme revolves around the challenges of being an underappreciated detective
and the pursuit of justice in a world that often overlooks the truth.

How does Dangerous Davies differ from traditional
detectives in crime fiction?
Dangerous Davies is portrayed as an everyman detective with a humorous and relatable
personality, contrasting with the typical suave and heroic detective archetype.

What type of cases does Dangerous Davies typically
handle?
Dangerous Davies often handles minor cases that others overlook, which leads him into
more complex and dangerous situations than anticipated.

In what year was 'Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective'
released?
The film was released in 2003.



Is 'Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective' based on a
book?
Yes, it is based on the character created by author Leslie Thomas, who wrote a series of
novels featuring Dangerous Davies.

What role does humor play in 'Dangerous Davies: The
Last Detective'?
Humor is a significant element, providing comic relief amid the detective's struggles and
highlighting the absurdities of his situations.

Who directed 'Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective'?
The film was directed by David Reynolds.

Has 'Dangerous Davies: The Last Detective' received any
awards or nominations?
Yes, the film received positive reviews and has been recognized for its engaging
storytelling and character development, although specific awards may vary.
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