
Customs Broker Exam Cheat Sheet

Customs broker exam cheat sheet is a vital resource for individuals preparing for the
rigorous customs broker examination in the United States. This exam is essential for those
looking to represent clients in clearing goods through customs and navigating the complex
world of trade regulations. The customs broker exam tests a candidate's knowledge of
customs laws, regulations, and procedures, making it crucial to be well-prepared. This
article will provide an in-depth overview of the customs broker exam, essential topics to
study, and tips on how to use a cheat sheet effectively.

Understanding the Customs Broker Exam

The customs broker exam is administered by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
and is designed to assess the knowledge of individuals who wish to become licensed



customs brokers. The exam consists of multiple-choice questions covering a wide range of
topics related to customs regulations.

Eligibility Requirements

Before candidates can sit for the exam, they must meet certain eligibility requirements:

1. Age: Candidates must be at least 18 years old.
2. Citizenship: Candidates must be U.S. citizens, lawful permanent residents, or have a
certain immigration status.
3. Education: While there are no formal education requirements, a background in business,
law, or international trade can be beneficial.

Exam Format and Structure

The customs broker exam consists of 80 multiple-choice questions, which must be
completed within a four-hour timeframe. The questions are designed to test a candidate’s
knowledge in the following areas:

- Customs laws and regulations
- Tariff classifications
- Valuation of goods
- Trade agreements
- Special trade programs
- Recordkeeping and compliance

To pass the exam, candidates must achieve a score of 75% or higher.

Creating a Customs Broker Exam Cheat Sheet

A customs broker exam cheat sheet serves as a condensed reference guide that highlights
essential information and key concepts. When creating a cheat sheet, focus on the most
critical areas of knowledge relevant to the exam.

Key Topics to Include

1. Tariff Classification
- Understand the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) and how to classify goods correctly.
- Familiarize yourself with the General Rules of Interpretation (GRIs).

2. Customs Valuation
- Study the methods of valuation outlined in the Customs Valuation Code.
- Learn about transaction value, deductive value, and computed value.



3. Trade Agreements
- Review major trade agreements such as NAFTA (now USMCA), GATT, and various free
trade agreements.
- Understand the implications of these agreements on tariffs and duties.

4. Customs Regulations
- Be aware of the key regulations under Title 19 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).
- Familiarize yourself with the customs process, including entry, examination, and release of
goods.

5. Compliance and Recordkeeping
- Know the requirements for recordkeeping and documentation.
- Understand the penalties for non-compliance with customs regulations.

6. Special Programs
- Learn about special programs such as the Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) program and Section
321 exemptions.
- Review programs for duty drawbacks and customs bonds.

Using Your Cheat Sheet Effectively

To maximize the effectiveness of your customs broker exam cheat sheet, consider the
following strategies:

- Condense Information: Summarize complex information into bullet points or short phrases.
Use abbreviations and acronyms where possible.
- Visual Aids: Incorporate charts, graphs, or tables to represent data visually, making it
easier to recall.
- Highlight Key Concepts: Use different colors to differentiate between various topics or
levels of importance, helping you to focus during revision.
- Practice Questions: Include sample questions or scenarios at the end of your cheat sheet
to test your understanding of the material.

Study Strategies for the Customs Broker Exam

Preparing for the customs broker exam requires a strategic study approach. Here are some
effective study strategies:

1. Develop a Study Schedule

Create a detailed study plan that allocates time for each topic. Break down your study
sessions into manageable chunks, focusing on one area at a time.



2. Use Multiple Resources

Utilize a variety of study materials, including textbooks, online courses, and practice
exams. Some recommended resources include:

- The CBP official website
- Publications from the National Customs Brokers and Forwarders Association of America
(NCBFAA)
- Customs broker exam prep books

3. Join a Study Group

Collaborating with others who are also preparing for the exam can provide motivation,
accountability, and different perspectives on challenging topics.

4. Take Practice Exams

Simulating the exam experience by taking practice tests can help gauge your knowledge
and identify areas needing improvement. Aim to complete several practice exams under
timed conditions.

5. Stay Updated on Regulations

Customs regulations can change frequently. Stay informed of any updates or changes by
regularly checking the CBP website and other reputable sources.

Final Tips for Exam Day

As you approach the exam date, consider these final tips to ensure a successful experience:

1. Rest Well: Ensure you get adequate sleep the night before the exam to be alert and
focused.
2. Arrive Early: Plan to arrive at the exam location with plenty of time to spare to avoid any
last-minute stress.
3. Bring Necessary Materials: Ensure you have the required identification and any permitted
materials with you.
4. Read Each Question Carefully: Take your time to understand each question before
answering. Eliminate clearly wrong answers to improve your chances if you need to guess.
5. Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock to ensure you have enough time to
complete all questions.

In conclusion, a customs broker exam cheat sheet can be an invaluable asset in your



preparation process. By organizing crucial information and utilizing effective study
strategies, you can enhance your understanding of customs regulations and increase your
chances of passing the exam. With dedication and the right resources, you can achieve
your goal of becoming a licensed customs broker and embark on a rewarding career in
international trade.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a customs broker exam cheat sheet?
A customs broker exam cheat sheet is a condensed study guide that highlights key
concepts, terms, and regulations that are essential for passing the customs broker
examination.

Where can I find a reliable customs broker exam cheat
sheet?
Reliable customs broker exam cheat sheets can be found through online study resources,
specialized exam preparation websites, and forums dedicated to customs brokerage.

How can a cheat sheet help in preparing for the
customs broker exam?
A cheat sheet can help by summarizing important regulations, providing quick reference for
complex topics, and enhancing retention through concise information.

Are there any legal or ethical concerns with using a
customs broker exam cheat sheet?
Using a cheat sheet for study purposes is generally considered acceptable; however,
relying on it during the actual exam is unethical and could lead to disqualification.

What topics are typically covered in a customs broker
exam cheat sheet?
Topics usually include tariff classifications, customs valuation, entry procedures, trade
agreements, and compliance regulations.

Can I create my own customs broker exam cheat sheet?
Yes, creating your own cheat sheet can be beneficial as it allows you to focus on areas
where you need the most review and personalize the content to fit your learning style.

How effective are cheat sheets compared to
comprehensive study guides?
Cheat sheets are effective for quick reviews and memorization, while comprehensive study



guides provide in-depth explanations and context, making them both valuable in different
ways.

What is the best way to use a customs broker exam
cheat sheet during study sessions?
The best way to use a cheat sheet is as a supplementary tool alongside more detailed study
materials, utilizing it for quick reviews and self-assessments.
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