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Dark They Were and Golden Eyed is a compelling short story by the renowned
author Ray Bradbury, known for his vivid imagination and ability to weave
intricate narratives that explore complex themes. Published in 1949, the
story takes readers on a journey to Mars, where human settlers face the
consequences of their actions and the transformative power of their new
environment. In this article, we will delve into the plot, characters,
themes, and the underlying messages of "Dark They Were and Golden Eyed,"
showcasing why it remains a significant piece of literature in the science
fiction genre.

Overview of the Plot

"Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" centers around the Bittering family, who are
among the first humans to settle on Mars. As they attempt to adapt to their
new environment, the story reveals the profound changes they undergo both
physically and psychologically. The narrative unfolds as follows:

e Arrival on Mars: The Bitterings, including George, his wife, and their
children, arrive with hopes of starting a new life away from Earth.

e Isolation and Transformation: As they settle in, the family experiences
isolation from Earth and begins to undergo subtle changes influenced by
their Martian surroundings.



e Mars's Influence: The longer they stay, the more they become attuned to
the planet, leading to physical transformations and a shift in their
identity.

e Acceptance of Change: The story culminates in the Bitterings fully
embracing their new existence, symbolized by their golden eyes, which
signify their complete adaptation to Mars.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" serve not only to advance
the plot but also to embody the themes of transformation and alienation. Here
are some key characters:

George Bittering

George is the patriarch of the Bittering family and the primary lens through
which readers experience the narrative. Initially resistant to change, his
character evolves as he becomes more accepting of the Martian environment,
symbolizing the conflict between human nature and the allure of the unknown.

Mrs. Bittering

George's wife plays a crucial role in the family's adaptation. Unlike George,
she embraces the changes more readily, showcasing a different perspective on
the idea of transformation and acceptance.

The Children

The Bitterings' children reflect the innocence of youth and the ability to
adapt to new environments. Their transformations are more pronounced,
representing the potential for future generations to thrive in unfamiliar
settings.

Thematic Exploration

"Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" explores several prominent themes that
resonate with readers, including:



Transformation and Identity

The most significant theme is transformation. As the Bittering family becomes
more integrated into Martian society, they lose their Earthly identities.
This theme raises questions about what it means to be human and how identity
is shaped by environment.

Isolation and Alienation

The story also touches on the feelings of isolation that accompany space
colonization. The Bitterings experience a disconnect from their past lives on
Earth, highlighting the emotional toll of their new existence.

The Allure of the Unknown

Mars represents the unknown, both in its beauty and its dangers. The story
examines humanity's intrinsic desire to explore and conquer new frontiers,
while also warning of the potential consequences of such actions.

Symbolism in the Story

Bradbury expertly employs symbolism throughout "Dark They Were and Golden
Eyed," enriching the narrative and providing deeper insights into the themes.

e Golden Eyes: The physical transformation of the Bitterings into beings
with golden eyes symbolizes their complete assimilation into Martian
life. It also reflects the loss of their previous identities.

e The Martian Landscape: Mars itself serves as a character in the story,
representing both a paradise and a perilous environment that challenges
the settlers.

e Isolation from Earth: The distance from Earth symbolizes emotional and

psychological alienation, emphasizing the challenges of adapting to a
new world.

Literary Techniques

Bradbury's use of various literary techniques enhances the richness of the
story. Some notable techniques include:



Imagery

Bradbury's vivid descriptions of the Martian landscape evoke a sense of
wonder and foreboding. The imagery serves to immerse readers in the setting,
making the transformations more impactful.

Foreshadowing

The author employs foreshadowing to hint at the inevitable changes the
Bitterings will undergo. Subtle clues throughout the narrative prepare
readers for the family's ultimate transformation.

Dialogue

The conversations between characters reveal their evolving perspectives on
their new life. The dialogue captures the tension between longing for Earth
and the acceptance of their new reality.

Impact on Science Fiction Literature

"Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" holds a significant place in the realm of
science fiction literature. Its exploration of themes such as transformation,
isolation, and the human condition resonates with readers and writers alike.
Bradbury's ability to blend elements of fantasy with profound philosophical
questions lends the story an enduring quality that continues to inspire new
generations of writers and thinkers.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" is more than just a tale of
Martian settlers; it is a profound exploration of identity, transformation,
and the human experience. Through the journey of the Bittering family, Ray
Bradbury challenges readers to reflect on the nature of change and what it
means to belong. As a cornerstone of science fiction literature, this short
story remains relevant today, reminding us of the allure of the unknown and
the power of adaptation. Whether you're a fan of Bradbury's work or new to
his writing, this story is a must-read that invites contemplation and
discussion.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of 'Dark They Were, and
Golden-Eyed'?

The central theme revolves around transformation and the impact of
environment on identity, highlighting how the Martian landscape alters the
settlers' physical and psychological selves.

Who is the author of 'Dark They Were, and Golden-
Eyed'?

The story is authored by Ray Bradbury, a prominent American writer known for
his works in science fiction and fantasy.

What does the title 'Dark They Were, and Golden-
Eyed' signify?

The title signifies the physical and emotional changes the characters undergo
as they adapt to their new environment on Mars, suggesting a loss of their
former human identities.

How does the setting of Mars influence the
characters in the story?

The Martian setting serves as a catalyst for change, leading the settlers to
become more attuned to their alien surroundings, which ultimately affects
their appearance and behavior.

What role do the Martian inhabitants play in the
story?

The Martian inhabitants represent the original custodians of the 1land,
symbolizing the conflict between colonizers and the native population, as
well as the idea of belonging.

What literary techniques does Bradbury use in this
story?

Bradbury employs rich imagery, symbolism, and allegory to convey deeper
meanings about identity and transformation, enhancing the emotional impact of
the narrative.

How does the story address the concept of home?

The story explores the idea of home as a fluid concept, suggesting that it
can change based on one’s experiences and the environments they inhabit.

What is the significance of the golden-eyed



transformation in the characters?

The golden-eyed transformation symbolizes the loss of humanity and the
acceptance of a new identity that aligns with the Martian landscape,
illustrating the profound effects of colonization and adaptation.
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