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Data structure using C notes is an essential topic for any computer science
student or professional looking to enhance their programming skills. Data
structures are fundamental constructs that allow for efficient data
management, organization, and processing. In the C programming language,
which is widely used for system programming and software development,
understanding data structures is crucial for solving complex problems and
optimizing algorithms. This article will delve into various types of data
structures, their implementation in C, and practical applications.

What are Data Structures?

Data structures are specialized formats for organizing, managing, and storing
data in a way that enables efficient access and modification. They provide a
means to manage large amounts of data efficiently and are crucial for
designing efficient algorithms. The choice of data structure can
significantly impact the performance of an application.

Types of Data Structures

Data structures can be classified into two broad categories: primitive and
non-primitive data structures.



1. Primitive Data Structures: These are the basic data types provided by
programming languages. They include:

Integers

Floats

Characters

Pointers

2. Non-Primitive Data Structures: These are more complex data structures
built using primitive data types. They include:

- Arrays

- Structures

- Unions

- Linked Lists

- Stacks

- Queues

- Trees

- Graphs

Arrays in C

An array is a collection of elements of the same data type, stored in
contiguous memory locations. Arrays are indexed, which allows for efficient
access to elements.

Declaring and Initializing Arrays

In C, an array can be declared as follows:
C
data type array namel[array size];
For example:
C
int numbers[10]; // Declares an array of 10 integers
Arrays can also be initialized at the time of declaration:

e
int numbers[5] = {1, 2, 3, 4, 5};



Accessing Array Elements

Array elements can be accessed using their index:

e
int firstNumber = numbers[0]; // Accesses the first element

Structures in C

Structures allow the grouping of different data types under a single name.
They are particularly useful for managing related data.

Declaring and Using Structures

A structure is defined using the “struct’ keyword:

C
struct Student {
char name[50];
int age;
float grade;
b

To declare a structure variable:
e

struct Student studentl;

You can then access the structure members using the dot operator:
e

strcpy(studentl.name, "Alice");

studentl.age = 20;
studentl.grade = 85.5;

Linked Lists

A linked list is a dynamic data structure consisting of nodes, where each
node contains data and a pointer to the next node. Linked lists provide a
flexible way to store data as they can grow and shrink in size.



Node Structure

A node in a linked list can be defined as follows:

e
struct Node {

int data;

struct Node next;

b
NN

Creating a Linked List

You can create a linked list by dynamically allocating memory for nodes using
"malloc() :

e
struct Node head = (struct Node)malloc(sizeof(struct Node));
head->data = 1;

head->next = NULL;

Insertion and Deletion Operations

Insertion and deletion operations in linked lists can be performed
efficiently. Here’s how you can insert a new node at the beginning:

C
void insertAtBeginning(struct Node head ref, int new data) {
struct Node new node = (struct Node)malloc(sizeof(struct Node));
new node->data = new data;
new node->next = (head ref);
(head ref) = new node;

AN

Stacks

A stack is a linear data structure that follows the Last In First Out (LIFO)
principle. It allows for efficient operations such as push (insert) and pop
(remove) .



Stack Implementation Using Arrays

A stack can be implemented using an array as follows:

e
define MAX 100

struct Stack {
int top;

int items[MAX];
b

Operations on a stack include:

- Push: Add an item to the stack.
- Pop: Remove the top item from the stack.
- Peek: Get the top item without removing it.

Example of Push and Pop Operations

e
void push(struct Stack stack, int item) {
if (stack->top == MAX - 1) {
printf("Stack Overflow\n");

return;

}

stack->items[++stack->top] = item;
}

int pop(struct Stack stack) {

if (stack->top == -1) {
printf("Stack Underflow\n");
return -1;

}

return stack->items[stack->top--1];
.

Queues

A queue is a linear data structure that follows the First In First Out (FIFO)
principle. It allows for efficient insertion at the rear and deletion from
the front.



Queue Implementation Using Arrays

A queue can be implemented using an array as follows:

e
define MAX 100

struct Queue {
int front, rear;
int items[MAX];

}.
’
AN

Operations on a queue include:

- Enqueue: Add an item to the rear of the queue.
- Dequeue: Remove an item from the front of the queue.

Example of Enqueue and Dequeue Operations

e
void enqueue(struct Queue queue, int item) {
if (queue->rear == MAX - 1) {

printf("Queue Overflow\n");

return;

}

gueue->items|[++queue->rear] = item;
}

int dequeue(struct Queue queue) {
if (queue->front > queue->rear) {
printf("Queue Underflow\n");

return -1;

}

return queue->items[queue->front++];
}

Trees

A tree is a hierarchical data structure consisting of nodes, with a root
node, branches, and leaf nodes. Trees are widely used for organizing data in
a hierarchical manner, such as file systems or databases.



Binary Trees

A binary tree is a tree data structure where each node has at most two
children referred to as the left child and the right child.

C
struct Node {
int data;
struct Node left;
struct Node right;

}.
’
AN

Tree Traversal Methods

There are three main methods to traverse a binary tree:

1. Inorder Traversal: Left, Root, Right
2. Preorder Traversal: Root, Left, Right
3. Postorder Traversal: Left, Right, Root

Graphs

A graph is a collection of nodes (vertices) and edges that connect pairs of
nodes. Graphs can be directed or undirected and are used in various
applications like social networks, web page linking, and more.

Graph Representation

Graphs can be represented using:

- Adjacency Matrix: A 2D array where the cell at row "i" and column “j°
indicates the presence of an edge between vertices "i* and "j .

- Adjacency List: An array of lists where each list represents a vertex and
its adjacent vertices.

Example of Adjacency List Representation

e
struct Graph {

int numVertices;
struct Node adjLists;



Conclusion

Understanding data structures is fundamental for efficient programming in C.
Each data structure has its unique advantages and use cases, making it
essential to choose the right one based on the problem at hand. Mastering
these concepts not only enhances programming skills but also lays a solid
foundation for advanced topics in computer science, such as algorithms and
software design. By practicing implementing these data structures in C,
developers can improve their problem-solving capabilities and become
proficient in creating efficient software solutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the fundamental data structures in C?

The fundamental data structures in C include arrays, linked lists, stacks,
queues, trees, and graphs.

How do arrays differ from linked lists in C?

Arrays are fixed in size and store elements in contiguous memory locations,
while linked lists are dynamic in size and consist of nodes that are linked
using pointers.

What is a stack, and how is it implemented in C?

A stack is a Last In First Out (LIFO) data structure. It can be implemented
in C using arrays or linked lists, with operations like push, pop, and peek.

Can you explain the concept of recursion with
respect to data structures in C?

Recursion is a programming technique where a function calls itself. It is
often used with data structures like trees and linked lists for traversal and
manipulation.

What are the advantages of using a binary tree in C?

Binary trees allow for efficient searching, insertion, and deletion
operations. They also facilitate operations like in-order, pre-order, and
post-order traversals.



How do you implement a queue in C and what are its
applications?

A queue can be implemented using arrays or linked lists, following the First
In First Out (FIFO) principle. Applications include scheduling tasks, buffer
management, and breadth-first search algorithms.
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