Define Figure Of Speech In Literature

FIGURES OF SPEECH

Alliteration Anaphora

Alliveration is when thereisa Anaphora is when a word is repeated

repetition of sound within a phrase or || multiple times within a phrase.

semence. E.g. He had one apple, one banana
E.g. She sells seashells on the seashore.

and one pear.

Antithesis Apostrophe

Antithesis is applying a juxtaposition | Apostrophe is speaking to an object or

of ideas which are contrasting ina item that is not alive as if it were in

statement that is balanced. fact, alive.

E.g. Man proposes and God deposes.

E.g. Come on trousers, you have to fit me.

Assonance Chiasmus
Assonance is the similarity in sound Chiasmus is when two sentences are
between vowels in the middle of balanced against one another but with
neighbouring words. the words reversed.

E.g. How now, brown cow. E.g. Work to live and do not live to work.

Euphemism

Euphemism is the replacement of a phrase Hyperbole is a term which uses an
which might be deemed offensive by one

which implies the same meaning but does

exaggeration to add a more dramatic
o meaning o thE Sentence.

not carry offence with it.
E.g. Instead of 'he died' you would say "he E.g. My bag weighs a tonne.
passed away.'

Irony is a statement which conveysthe || Litotes is an understatement which
exact opposite meaning of what is applies a negative to express the

literally being said. meaning of the affirmative.

E.g. The fire station burnt to the ground. E.g. That dress is not too bad
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DEFINE FIGURE OF SPEECH IN LITERATURE: FIGURES OF SPEECH ARE ESSENTIAL DEVICES IN LITERATURE THAT ENHANCE THE
EXPRESSIVENESS AND CREATIVITY OF LANGUAGE. THEY ENRICH TEXTS BY ADDING LAYERS OF MEANING, EVOKING EMOTIONS, AND
CREATING VIVID IMAGERY THAT DRAWS READERS INTO THE NARRATIVE. UNDERSTANDING FIGURES OF SPEECH IS CRUCIAL FOR
BOTH WRITERS AND READERS AS THEY NAVIGATE THE INTRICATE DANCE OF LANGUAGE AND ITS MYRIAD INTERPRETATIONS.



WHAT IS A FIGURE OF SPEECH?

A FIGURE OF SPEECH IS A RHETORICAL DEVICE THAT ACHIEVES A SPECIAL EFFECT BY USING WORDS IN DISTINCTIVE WAYS. THESE
EXPRESSIONS OFTEN DEVIATE FROM THEIR LITERAL MEANINGS TO CONVEY COMPLEX IDEAS, EMOTIONS, OR IMAGERY IN A MORE
IMPACTFUL MANNER. FIGURES OF SPEECH CAN TAKE VARIOUS FORMS, INCLUDING METAPHORS, SIMILES, PERSONIFICATION,
HYPERBOLE, AND MANY OTHERS. THEY ARE NOT JUST ORNAMENTAL; THEY SERVE SIGNIFICANT FUNCTIONS IN ENHANCING
COMMUNICATION AND STORYTELLING.

TyPES oF FIGURES OF SPEECH

THERE ARE NUMEROUS FIGURES OF SPEECH, EACH SERVING UNIQUE PURPOSES IN LITERATURE. BELOW ARE SOME OF THE MOST
COMMON TYPES:

1. METAPHOR

A METAPHOR IS A DIRECT COMPARISON BETWEEN TWO UNRELATED SUBJECTS WITHOUT USING “LIKE” OR “AS.” |T SUGGESTS
THAT ONE THING IS ANOTHER, THEREBY CREATING A MORE PROFOUND UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBJECT.

- ExAMPLE: “TIME IS A THIEF.” THIS METAPHOR IMPLIES THAT TIME STEALS MOMENTS FROM OUR LIVES, EMPHASIZING ITS ELUSIVE
NATURE.

2. SIMILE

A SIMILE IS SIMILAR TO A METAPHOR BUT MAKES THE COMPARISON EXPLICIT BY USING “LIKE” or “AS.” |T CREATES VIVID
IMAGERY BY HIGHLIGHTING SIMILARITIES BETWEEN TWO DIFFERENT THINGS.

- ExAMPLE: “HER SMILE WAS LIKE SUNSHINE.” THIS SIMILE SUGGESTS WARMTH AND BRIGHTNESS, EVOKING A POSITIVE
EMOTIONAL RESPONSE.

3. PERSONIFICATION

PERSONIFICATION ATTRIBUTES HUMAN QUALITIES TO NON-HUMAN ENTITIES OR ABSTRACT CONCEPTS. THIS FIGURE OF SPEECH
HELPS READERS RELATE TO THE SUBJECT ON A PERSONAL LEVEL.

- EXAMPLE: “THE WIND WHISPERED THROUGH THE TREES.” HERE/ THE WIND IS GIVEN THE HUMAN ABILITY TO WHISPER, CREATING
A GENTLE AND SERENE IMAGE.

4. HyPERBOLE

HYPERBOLE IS AN EXAGGERATED STATEMENT NOT MEANT TO BE TAKEN LITERALLY. |IT EMPHASIZES A POINT AND CAN ADD HUMOR
OR DRAMA TO A NARRATIVE.

- EXAMPLE: “IVE TOLD YOU A MILLION TIMES.” THIS HYPERBOLE EMPHASIZES FRUSTRATION OR INSISTENCE WITHOUT THE
EXPECTATION OF LITERAL TRUTH.



5. ALLITERATION

ALLITERATION IS THE REPETITION OF THE SAME INITIAL CONSONANT SOUNDS IN A SERIES OF WORDS. |T CREATES RHYTHM AND
CAN MAKE PHRASES MORE MEMORABLE.

"_n

- ExAMPLE: “PETER PIPER PICKED A PECK OF PICKLED PEPPERS.” THE REPETITION OF THE “P” SOUND GIVES THIS PHRASE A
PLAYFUL TONE.

6. ONOMATOPOEIA

ONOMATOPOEIA REFERS TO WORDS THAT PHONETICALLY IMITATE OR RESEMBLE THE SOUND THEY DESCRIBE. T HIS FIGURE OF
SPEECH CAN MAKE DESCRIPTIONS MORE VIVID AND DYNAMIC.

- EXAMPLE: “ THE BEES BUZZED IN THE GARDEN.” THE WORD “BUZZED” MIMICS THE ACTUAL SOUND OF BEES, ENHANCING THE
SENSORY EXPERIENCE.

7. OXYMORON

AN OXYMORON IS A FIGURE OF SPEECH THAT COMBINES CONTRADICTORY TERMS TO CREATE A UNIQUE OR PARADOXICAL EFFECT.
[T CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL THINKING AND CAN PROVOKE THOUGHT.

- ExAMPLE: “DEAFENING SILENCE.” THIS PHRASE JUXTAPOSES TWO OPPOSING IDEAS, SUGGESTING A SILENCE SO PROFOUND THAT
IT FEELS LOUD.

THe PurPosE oF FIGURES OF SPEECH IN LITERATURE

FIGURES OF SPEECH SERVE MULTIPLE PURPOSES IN LITERATURE, CONTRIBUTING TO THE RICHNESS OF WRITTEN \WORKS. HERE ARE
SOME KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. ENHANCING IMAGERY

FIGURES OF SPEECH CREATE VIVID IMAGES IN THE READER'S MIND, ALLOWING THEM TO VISUALIZE SCENES AND EMOTIONS MORE
EFFECTIVELY. DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE CAN TRANSPORT READERS TO DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS, MAKING THE NARRATIVE
IMMERSIVE.

- EXAMPLE: " THE STARS DANCED PLAYFULLY IN THE MOONLIT SKY.” THIS IMAGERY HELPS READERS IMAGINE A LIVELY AND
ENCHANTING NIGHT.

2. EvokiING EMOTIONS

BY USING FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE, AUTHORS CAN ELICIT STRONGER EMOTIONAL RESPONSES FROM THEIR AUDIENCE. FIGURES OF
SPEECH CAN ENCAPSULATE COMPLEX FEELINGS AND EXPERIENCES SUCCINCTLY.

- EXAMPLE: “HER HEART SANK LIKE A STONE.” THIS SIMILE CONVEYS DEEP SADNESS AND DESPAIR EFFICIENTLY.



3. ADDING DepTH AND COMPLEXITY

FIGURES OF SPEECH CAN CONVEY DEEPER MEANINGS, ALLOWING AUTHORS TO EXPRESS INTRICATE IDEAS OR THEMES IN A MORE
ENGAGING MANNER. THEY ENCOURAGE READERS TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT THE TEXT.

- ExAMPLE: “ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE.” THIS METAPHOR FROM SHAKESPEARE SUGGESTS THAT LIFE IS PERFORMATIVE,
PROMPTING REFLECTIONS ON HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND EXISTENCE.

4. CREATING RHYTHM AND MUSICALITY

MANY FIGURES OF SPEECH INVOLVE PATTERNS OF SOUND THAT CAN CREATE A MUSICAL QUALITY IN WRITING. THIS CAN
ENHANCE THE AESTHETIC APPEAL OF POETRY AND PROSE.

- EXAMPLE: ” W/ HISPERING WINDS, SOFTLY SINGING SONGS.” THE ALLITERATION AND RHYTHM CREATE A LYRICAL QUALITY.

5. ENGAGING THE READER

FIGURES OF SPEECH CAN CAPTIVATE READERS’ ATTENTION, MAKING THE TEXT MORE INTERESTING AND ENJOYABLE. THEY OFTEN
INVITE READERS TO PAUSE AND REFLECT ON THE LANGUAGE USED.

- ExaMPLE: “LIFE IS A JOURNEY, NOT A DESTINATION.” THIS METAPHOR ENCOURAGES READERS TO CONTEMPLATE THEIR
EXPERIENCES AND PERSPECTIVES.

EXAMPLES OF FIGURES OF SPEECH IN LITERATURE

TO ILLUSTRATE THE USE OF FIGURES OF SPEECH, HERE ARE NOTABLE EXAMPLES FROM WELL-KNOWN LITERARY \¥ORKS!:

1. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

SHAKESPEARE IS RENOWNED FOR HIS MASTERFUL USE OF FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE.

- EXAMPLE: “SHALL | COMPARE THEE TO A SUMMER’S DAY?” (SONNET 18) - THIS FAMOUS LINE EMPLOYS A SIMILE TO ELEVATE
THE SUBJECT'S BEAUTY.

2. EMILY DiCkINSON

EMILY DICKINSON OFTEN UTILIZED METAPHORS AND PERSONIFICATION IN HER POETRY.

- ExAMPLE: “"HOPE IS THE THING WITH FEATHERS.” THIS METAPHOR PORTRAYS HOPE AS A BIRD, EMPHASIZING ITS LIGHTNESS AND
UPLIFTING NATURE.

3. ROBERT FROST

FROST'S POETRY FREQUENTLY INCLUDES VIVID IMAGERY AND PERSONIFICATION.



- ExAaMPLE: “THE WOODS ARE LOVELY, DARK AND DEEP.” (STOPPING BY W/ 0ODS ON A SNOWY EVENING) - THE WOODS ARE
PERSONIFIED AS HAVING QUALITIES THAT EVOKE MYSTERY AND ALLURE.

CONCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, FIGURES OF SPEECH IN LITERATURE ARE VITAL COMPONENTS THAT ENRICH LANGUAGE AND ENHANCE THE READER’S
EXPERIENCE. BY EMPLOYING DEVICES SUCH AS METAPHORS, SIMILES, PERSONIFICATION, AND OTHERS, WRITERS CAN CONVEY
COMPLEX EMOTIONS, CREATE VIVID IMAGERY, AND INVITE READERS TO ENGAGE DEEPLY WITH THEIR \WORK. UNDERSTANDING THESE
FIGURES NOT ONLY ENHANCES APPRECIATION OF LITERATURE BUT ALSO EMPOWERS WRITERS TO CRAFT MORE COMPELLING
NARRATIVES. AS READERS EXPLORE THE PAGES OF LITERARY TEXTS, THE FIGURES OF SPEECH WILL CONTINUE TO SHAPE THEIR
INTERPRETATIONS AND EMOTIONAL RESPONSES, PROVING THAT LANGUAGE IS NOT JUST A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION BUT A
POWERFUL TOOL FOR CONNECTION AND EXPRESSION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

W/HAT IS A FIGURE OF SPEECH IN LITERATURE?

A FIGURE OF SPEECH IS A RHETORICAL DEVICE THAT ACHIEVES A SPECIAL EFFECT BY USING WORDS IN DISTINCTIVE WAYS, OFTEN
INVOLVING A DEVIATION FROM THE LITERAL MEANING.

\WHY ARE FIGURES OF SPEECH IMPORTANT IN LITERATURE?

FIGURES OF SPEECH ENHANCE THE EXPRESSIVENESS OF WRITING, ALLOWING AUTHORS TO CONVEY COMPLEX IDEAS, EMOTIONS,
AND IMAGERY MORE EFFECTIVELY.

CAN YOU GIVE EXAMPLES OF COMMON FIGURES OF SPEECH?

COMMON FIGURES OF SPEECH INCLUDE METAPHORS, SIMILES, PERSONIFICATION, HYPERBOLE, AND ALLITERATION.

How DO FIGURES OF SPEECH AFFECT THE READER'S EXPERIENCEP

THEY ENGAGE THE READER'S IMAGINATION, CREATE VIVID IMAGERY, AND OFTEN EVOKE EMOTIONAL RESPONSES, MAKING THE TEXT
MORE IMPACTFUL.

\WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A FIGURE OF SPEECH AND A LITERARY DEVICE?

W/HILE FIGURES OF SPEECH SPECIFICALLY FOCUS ON THE USE OF LANGUAGE TO CREATE EFFECTS, LITERARY DEVICES ENCOMPASS
A BROADER RANGE OF TECHNIQUES INCLUDING NARRATIVE STRUCTURE, THEMES, AND CHARACTERIZATION.

How CAN FIGURES OF SPEECH BE USED TO ENHANCE POETRY?

IN POETRY, FIGURES OF SPEECH CAN CREATE RHYTHM, EVOKE EMOTIONS, AND PROVIDE DEPTH TO THEMES, MAKING THE LANGUAGE
MORE LYRICAL AND RESONANT.

ARE FIGURES OF SPEECH USED IN EVERYDAY LANGUAGE?

YES, FIGURES OF SPEECH ARE COMMONLY USED IN EVERYDAY LANGUAGE, OFTEN UNCONSCIOUSLY, TO ADD COLOR AND
EXPRESSIVENESS TO OUR COMMUNICATION.
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Descargar y usar el Traductor de Google
Con la version web o la aplicacién del Traductor de Google, puedes traducir texto, frases escritas a
mano, fotos y voz en mas de 200 idiomas.

Traducir imagenes - Ordenador - Ayuda de Google Translate

Traducir texto de imagenes Puedes traducir el texto de las imagenes de tu dispositivo en el
Traductor de Google. Importante: La precision de la traduccion depende de la claridad del texto. La
traduccion de texto pequenio, poco claro o estilizado puede no ser precisa. Para traducir texto dentro
de una imagen, sigue estos pasos: En tu ordenador, ve al Traductor de Google. En la ...

Ayuda de Google Translate
Centro de asistencia oficial de Google Translate donde puedes encontrar sugerencias y tutoriales

para aprender a utilizar el producto y respuestas a otras preguntas ...

Descargar y usar el Traductor de Google
Con la version web o la aplicacién del Traductor de Google, puedes traducir texto, frases escritas a
mano, fotos y voz en mas de 200 idiomas.

Traduce palabras escritas con la Camara de Google
Puedes traducir palabras a tu idioma preferido con la app de Camara. Obtén informacion sobre como
usar Google Lens para obtener informacion sobre lo que te rodea. La Camara de Google s

Traducir documentos y sitios web - Ordenador - Ayuda de Google ...

Widget de traduccion de sitios web Si eres una institucion académica o gubernamental, una
organizacién sin animo de lucro o un sitio web no comercial, quizd puedas usar el acceso directo al
traductor de sitios web del Traductor de Google. Con esta herramienta, puedes traducir contenido
web a més de 100 idiomas.

Cdmo traducir un PDF del inglés al espafiol: Google, gratis - CCM
Apr 26, 2022 - {Como traducir un documento PDF gratis con Google? Para traducir cualquier tipo de

documento en linea y sin necesidad de instalar programas de traduccion, entra directamente al sitio
del ...

Traducir documentos y sitios web - Android - Ayuda de Google ...

Traducir documentos Para traducir documentos enteros, tienes estas opciones: Copiar el texto que
quieres traducir y pegarlo en la aplicacion Traductor de Google Envia tus comentarios sobre este
articulo Selecciona una seccion sobre la que enviar comentarios

Traducir paginas y cambiar el idioma de Chrome

En tu ordenador, abre Chrome. Accede a una pagina que quieras traducir. En la parte derecha de la
barra de direcciones, selecciona en Traducir . Puedes hacer clic con el botén derecho en cualquier
parte de la pagina y seleccionar Traducir al [idioma]. Selecciona el idioma que prefieras. Si el
Traductor no funciona, actualiza la pagina.

Traducir por voz - Android - Ayuda de Google Translate
En tu teléfono o tablet Android, abre la aplicacion Traductor . Toca Menu Ajustes . Configura estos

ajustes en funcién de lo que quieres hacer: Si quieres que el texto traducido se lea en voz alta
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automaticamente, toca Entrada por voz. A continuacion, activa Salida de voz. Para traducir palabras
ofensivas, toca Entrada por voz y desactiva Bloquear palabras ofensivas. Para elegir ...

EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) Stock Price, News, Quote & History ...
Find the latest EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) stock quote, history, news and other vital information to
help you with your stock trading and investing.

EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) Valuation Measures & Financial ...

Find out all the key statistics for EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM), including valuation measures, fiscal
year financial statistics, trading record, share statistics and more.

EPAM Interactive Stock Chart - Yahoo Finance
At Yahoo Finance, you get free stock quotes, up-to-date news, portfolio management resources,
international market data, social interaction and mortgage rates that help you manage your ...

EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) Analyst Ratings, Estimates
See EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) stock analyst estimates, including earnings and revenue, EPS,
upgrades and downgrades.

EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) Interactive Stock Chart - Yahoo ...
Interactive Chart for EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM), analyze all the data with a huge range of
indicators.

EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) Latest Stock News & Headlines
Get the latest EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) stock news and headlines to help you in your trading and
investing decisions.

EPAM (NYSE:EPAM) Beats Q1 Sales Targets, Stock Soars
May 8, 2025 - Digital engineering services company EPAM Systems (NYSE:EPAM) reported Q1
CY2025 results exceeding the market’s revenue expectations, with sales up 11.7% year on ...

3 Reasons EPAM is Risky and 1 Stock to Buy Instead
Jun 23, 2025 - EPAM has gotten torched over the last six months - since December 2024, its stock
price has dropped 32.9% to $163.49 per share. This might have investors contemplating ...

EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) Company Profile & Facts - Yahoo ...
See the company profile for EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) including business summary,
industry/sector information, number of employees, business summary, corporate governance, ...

EPAM Systems, Inc. (EPAM) Stock Historical Prices & Data

Discover historical prices for EPAM stock on Yahoo Finance. View daily, weekly or monthly format
back to when EPAM Systems, Inc. stock was issued.

Discover how to define figure of speech in literature and enhance your understanding of literary
devices. Learn more about their impact on storytelling!
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