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Curtis Mathes model numbers are an essential aspect of understanding the brand's history and the
variety of products they offered, particularly in the realm of home electronics and appliances.
Established in the mid-20th century, Curtis Mathes was known for its high-quality televisions, audio
equipment, and other consumer electronics. In this article, we will delve into the significance of these
model numbers, how they differ across product lines, and tips for identifying and understanding them.

History of Curtis Mathes

The Curtis Mathes Corporation was founded in 1949 by Curtis Mathes and his partner, William L.
Mathes. The company quickly gained a reputation for producing quality televisions and home
entertainment products. Its business model emphasized customer service, which included in-home
service for repairs—a rarity at the time.

In the 1960s and 1970s, Curtis Mathes expanded its product line to include stereo systems, video

cassette recorders, and other home appliances. The brand became synonymous with quality and
durability, often offering products that competed directly with major players like RCA and Zenith.

The Importance of Model Numbers

Model numbers serve several key purposes in the world of consumer electronics. Here are some of
the most important aspects:

1. Identification: Model numbers provide a unique identifier for each product, which helps consumers



differentiate between various models. This is particularly useful when looking for specific features,
sizes, or colors.

2. Specifications: The model number often contains information about the product's specifications. For
example, a model number might indicate the screen size of a television or the power output of an
audio system.

3. Replacement Parts: When a device breaks down, knowing the model number can help consumers
find the correct replacement parts or accessories.

4. Warranty Services: Many manufacturers require the model number for warranty claims, making it
essential for consumers to keep this information handy.

5. Resale Value: For collectors and those looking to sell their devices, model numbers can significantly
impact the resale value, as certain models may be considered rare or collectible.

Structure of Curtis Mathes Model Numbers

Understanding the structure of Curtis Mathes model numbers can help consumers identify the
specifications and features of their products. While the exact format can vary, there are common
elements to look out for:

Common Components

1. Prefix: The initial letters in a model number often refer to the type of product. For example, "TV"
might indicate a television, while "A" could stand for audio equipment.

2. Numeric Sequence: Following the prefix, a numeric sequence typically identifies the specific model.
This may include information about the generation of the product or particular features.

3. Suffixed Letters: Some model numbers may include additional letters at the end, indicating specific
features or variations, such as "B" for a Bluetooth-enabled model or "HD" for high-definition.

4. Year of Manufacture: In some cases, the model number may include a year or a series of numbers
indicating the year of manufacture. This can be useful for determining the age of a product.

Examples of Curtis Mathes Model Numbers

Here are a few examples of Curtis Mathes model numbers and their meanings:

- CM-1234: The "CM" likely denotes the Curtis Mathes brand, while "1234" refers to the specific model
number.

- TV-5678-HD: In this case, "TV" indicates that it is a television model, "5678" is the model number,
and "HD" signifies that it is a high-definition television.

- A-9102-B: Here, "A" refers to audio equipment, "9102" is the model number, and "B" could indicate a



specific feature like Bluetooth connectivity.

Categories of Curtis Mathes Products

Curtis Mathes produced a wide range of products, each with its own series of model numbers. Here
are some of the main categories:

Televisions

Curtis Mathes televisions were known for their build quality and picture clarity. Some notable series
include:

- CRT TVs: These models, common in the late 20th century, featured cathode ray tube technology and
included model numbers like "CM-CRT-100."

- LCD/LED TVs: With the advent of flat-screen technology, models like "CM-LCD-200" and "CM-
LED-300" became popular.

Audio Systems

Curtis Mathes also offered a variety of audio systems, including:

- Stereo Systems: Model numbers like "CM-Stereo-400" represent traditional stereo systems with
multiple components.

- All-in-One Units: These compact systems, such as "CM-Audio-500," combined radio, CD players, and
cassette players into one device.

Home Appliances

In addition to electronics, Curtis Mathes ventured into home appliances, with model numbers like
"CM-Wash-600" for washing machines and "CM-Refrig-700" for refrigerators.

Identifying and Finding Information on Curtis Mathes
Model Numbers

If you own a Curtis Mathes product and want to identify its model number or find more information,
consider the following steps:

1. Check the Product: Look on the back or bottom of the device for a label that contains the model
number. This label may also include information about the serial number and year of manufacture.



2. User Manual: If you have access to the user manual, the model number is typically listed on the
front cover or within the first few pages.

3. Online Resources: Websites dedicated to vintage electronics often have databases and forums
where you can search for specific model numbers. You may also find valuable information about
repairs, replacement parts, and user experiences.

4. Manufacturer's Website: Curtis Mathes has had an online presence, and visiting the official website
can provide downloadable manuals and support resources.

Tips for Maintaining Curtis Mathes Products

To ensure the longevity of your Curtis Mathes devices, consider the following maintenance tips:

- Regular Cleaning: Dust and dirt can accumulate on electronic devices. Use a soft, dry cloth to clean
surfaces regularly.

- Proper Ventilation: Ensure that your electronics are well-ventilated to prevent overheating.

- Avoid Power Surges: Use surge protectors to safeguard your devices from power spikes.

- Follow Maintenance Guidelines: Refer to the user manual for specific maintenance instructions
tailored to your model.

Conclusion

Understanding Curtis Mathes model numbers is crucial for anyone interested in the brand's rich
history and vast array of products. By familiarizing yourself with the structure of these model
numbers, you can better appreciate the features and specifications of your devices while also
ensuring proper maintenance and support. Whether you own a vintage Curtis Mathes television or a
more modern audio system, knowledge of model numbers can significantly enhance your ownership
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What do Curtis Mathes model numbers indicate?

Curtis Mathes model numbers typically indicate the specific features, size, and type of the television
or appliance, allowing consumers to identify the exact product specifications.

How can | find the model number on my Curtis Mathes device?

The model number on a Curtis Mathes device is usually located on a label on the back or bottom of
the unit, and it can also be found in the user manual or product packaging.

Are there any common prefixes or patterns in Curtis Mathes



model numbers?

Yes, many Curtis Mathes model numbers start with specific letters that denote the type of product,
followed by a series of numbers that indicate size and features.

Where can | look up the specifications for a specific Curtis
Mathes model number?

Specifications for Curtis Mathes model numbers can often be found on the official Curtis Mathes
website, in the product manual, or through online retailers and review sites.

How do | determine the age of my Curtis Mathes device using
the model number?

You can often determine the age of a Curtis Mathes device by looking up the model number online, as
many retailers and forums provide information on the release dates of specific models.

What should | do if | can't find my Curtis Mathes model
number?

If you can't find your Curtis Mathes model number, check the user manual, contact customer support,
or look for any product registration documents that might include the model information.

Are Curtis Mathes model numbers universal across all product
types?

No, Curtis Mathes model numbers can vary between different product categories such as televisions,
audio equipment, and other electronics, each having its own numbering system.

Can | use a Curtis Mathes model number to find compatible
accessories?

Yes, you can use the Curtis Mathes model number to search for compatible accessories, such as
remote controls or mounting brackets, ensuring they fit your specific device.

What if my Curtis Mathes model number is missing or
damaged?

If the model number is missing or damaged, you can try reaching out to Curtis Mathes customer
service for assistance, or you may need to visually inspect the device to identify features that can
help in finding the right model.
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