
Definition Of Aside In Literature

Definition of aside in literature refers to a dramatic device used by
characters to express their thoughts or feelings directly to the audience or
to a specific character, while other characters on stage remain unaware of
these utterances. This literary technique creates a unique layer of intimacy
and insight, allowing the audience to engage more deeply with the characters
and their motivations. The aside serves as a window into the character’s
mind, offering glimpses of their true intentions, secrets, and emotional
states, which can significantly enhance the narrative's complexity and
richness.

Understanding the Concept of Aside

An aside is primarily employed in plays and theatrical performances, but its
influence can also be seen in other forms of storytelling. It is crucial to
recognize how asides differ from other narrative devices.

The Role of Asides in Drama

Asides are strategically placed moments in a script, often following a
character's dialogue or a pivotal scene. Here are some key aspects of asides
in drama:

Character Insight: Asides allow characters to reveal their inner
thoughts, providing the audience with crucial insights into their
motivations and conflicts.



Comic Relief: They can introduce humor or levity in otherwise tense
moments, making the audience laugh or reflect on the irony of a
situation.

Building Suspense: By sharing secret plans or fears, asides can create
tension and anticipation as the audience wonders how the other
characters will react.

Historical Context of Asides

The use of asides dates back to ancient theater, particularly in works of
Greek and Roman playwrights. However, their prevalence became particularly
pronounced during the Renaissance, especially in the works of William
Shakespeare.

Shakespearean Asides

Shakespeare is renowned for his skillful use of asides to develop characters
and advance plots. Some notable examples include:

Hamlet: In this iconic play, Hamlet frequently uses asides to articulate
his doubts and thoughts regarding revenge and madness, allowing the
audience to grasp his internal struggle.

Romeo and Juliet: The use of asides in this tragedy provides insight
into the characters' passionate emotions and the societal constraints
they face.

Othello: Iago’s asides are particularly significant, revealing his
duplicitous nature and manipulation, which deepens the audience's
understanding of his motives.

The Mechanics of Asides

Asides can vary in length and style, depending on the author's intent and the
context within the scene. Understanding the mechanics can enhance a reader's
or viewer's appreciation of this device.

Types of Asides

Asides can be categorized in several ways:

Direct Address: A character speaks directly to the audience, breaking1.
the fourth wall and creating a sense of complicity.



Internal Monologue: A character may express their thoughts aloud,2.
offering a glimpse into their psyche without directly addressing the
audience.

Dialogue with Another Character: Sometimes, a character will share an3.
aside with another character, creating a private moment that the
audience witnesses.

Significance of Asides in Modern Literature

Although asides are most commonly associated with theater, their influence
has permeated modern literature and other storytelling forms, including
novels, film, and television.

Asides in Novels

In literature, authors sometimes employ a similar technique—often referred to
as "breaking the fourth wall"—to draw readers into the narrative. This can
manifest in several ways:

Authorial Intrusion: The narrator may interrupt the story to comment on
events or characters, providing the reader with insight or humor.

Character Reflections: Characters may reflect on their experiences in a
way that feels like an aside, although it is presented as part of their
internal thoughts.

Asides in Film and Television

In the realm of film and television, asides are often manifested through:

Voiceovers: Characters may narrate their thoughts while the action
unfolds, providing context and depth to the storyline.

Direct Address to the Camera: Characters may speak directly to the
audience, similar to asides in plays, creating a more intimate viewing
experience.

Conclusion

The definition of aside in literature encapsulates a rich tradition of
enhancing character development and engaging the audience. Whether in the
hands of a playwright like Shakespeare or a modern author, the effective use



of asides can elevate a narrative, providing critical insights and fostering
a connection between the audience and the characters. As we continue to
explore and appreciate storytelling in its various forms, understanding the
role of asides remains essential for both writers and audiences alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'aside' in literature?
An aside is a dramatic device in which a character speaks to the audience,
revealing thoughts or feelings that other characters on stage are not meant
to hear.

How does an aside differ from a monologue?
An aside is a brief comment made to the audience, while a monologue is a
longer speech delivered by a character, which may or may not be directed at
other characters.

In what types of literary works are asides commonly
found?
Asides are most commonly found in plays, particularly in Shakespearean
dramas, but can also appear in novels and films to convey a character's inner
thoughts.

Can you provide an example of an aside from a well-
known play?
In Shakespeare's 'Hamlet', Hamlet frequently uses asides to express his inner
turmoil and thoughts about other characters, especially when he says, 'A
little more than kin, and less than kind.'

What purpose do asides serve in a narrative?
Asides allow characters to share their true intentions or feelings with the
audience, creating dramatic irony and building engagement by revealing
information that other characters are unaware of.

Are asides only used in serious literature?
No, asides can be used in both serious and comedic literature to add humor or
enhance character development, making them a versatile literary device.

How do asides affect audience engagement?
Asides can create a sense of intimacy between the character and the audience,
allowing viewers to feel more connected to the characters' inner lives and
the unfolding drama.
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