Dallas Cowboys Number 86 History

Dallas Cowboys number 86 history is a fascinating tale woven into the fabric of one of the most
storied franchises in the National Football League (NFL). The number 86 has been worn by several
notable players throughout the years, each contributing to the legacy of the Dallas Cowboys in unique
and memorable ways. This article delves into the significance of this number, highlights the players
who have donned it, and explores their impact on the team’s history.

The Significance of the Number 86 in Football

In American football, jersey numbers often carry historical significance and can symbolize particular
roles or achievements. The number 86 typically identifies a tight end or wide receiver, positions
primarily responsible for receiving passes, blocking, and creating offensive plays.

The Dallas Cowboys, known for their dynamic offense and innovative playcalling, have seen several
players wear the number 86 over the years, leaving a mark on the team’s identity and culture.



Notable Players Who Wore Number 86

The history of the Dallas Cowboys number 86 includes some remarkable players who have made
significant contributions to the team. Below are a few of the standout figures:

1. Billy Joe DuPree

- Career Span: 1973 to 1983
- Position: Tight End

Billy Joe DuPree was the first notable player to wear number 86 for the Dallas Cowboys. His career in
the NFL spanned over a decade, and he was known for his impressive combination of size and speed.

DuPree played a pivotal role in the Cowboys' offense during the late 1970s and early 1980s. In
particular, he was a key contributor to the Cowboys' success in Super Bowl! XIl, where they secured
their first championship in franchise history. His ability to create mismatches against defenders made
him a valuable asset, and he was named to the Pro Bowl in 1978.

2. Jay Novacek

- Career Span: 1990 to 1995
- Position: Tight End

After DuPree, the number 86 was famously worn by Jay Novacek, another tight end who became a
cornerstone of the Cowboys' offense during the 1990s. Novacek was known for his exceptional
catching ability and route-running skills, which helped reshape the tight end position in the NFL.

During his time with the Cowboys, Novacek earned three Super Bowl rings and was selected to the
Pro Bowl on multiple occasions. His chemistry with quarterback Troy Aikman was instrumental in the
team’s success, especially during the Super Bowl XXVII and XXVIII seasons. Novacek's contributions
not only solidified his legacy but also helped define the Cowboys' high-powered offensive approach
during that era.

3. Patrick Crayton

- Career Span: 2004 to 2009
- Position: Wide Receiver

Patrick Crayton, who wore number 86 during his tenure with the Cowboys, was another significant
figure in the franchise's history. Drafted in the seventh round of the 2002 NFL Draft, Crayton
developed into a reliable receiver, particularly known for his ability to make crucial catches in tight
situations.

Crayton's most memorable moments came during the 2007 season when he helped the Cowboys



achieve a franchise-record 13 wins. His performance in the playoffs was crucial, especially in the 2009
NFC Wild Card game against the Philadelphia Eagles, where he caught a touchdown pass that helped
propel the Cowboys to victory.

Impact on the Team and Fan Culture

The players who wore number 86 for the Dallas Cowboys have not only made significant contributions
on the field but have also become integral parts of the team’s culture and fan base.

1. Creating a Legacy

Each player who has donned the number 86 has contributed to a legacy that fans recognize and
celebrate. The tight ends and wide receivers who wore this number have often been pivotal in high-
stakes games, making memorable plays that fans still talk about today.

This legacy influences the expectations placed on future players who might wear the number. Fans of
the Cowboys often look back fondly at the accomplishments of DuPree, Novacek, and Crayton, hoping
that the next player to wear number 86 can live up to the standards set by their predecessors.

2. Fan Engagement

Players who wear iconic numbers often become fan favorites, and number 86 is no exception. The
connection between fans and players can foster a sense of community, especially during game days
when jerseys and memorabilia are prominently displayed in the stands.

The Dallas Cowboys have one of the most passionate fan bases in sports, and the players who have
worn number 86 have contributed to that fervor. Their performances in crucial games, particularly in
the playoffs, have etched their names into the hearts of Cowboys fans, leading to a lasting admiration
that transcends generations.

Challenges and Changes in the Franchise

While the history of the Dallas Cowboys number 86 is rich with success, the franchise has faced its
share of challenges over the years.

1. Evolution of the Team

The Cowboys have undergone numerous changes in coaching staff, player rosters, and play styles.
These changes can impact how specific numbers are viewed within the team. For instance, the
transition from a run-heavy offense to a more pass-oriented strategy has changed the dynamic for
tight ends and wide receivers alike.



As the NFL continues to evolve, the role of players wearing number 86 may also shift. Future players
will need to adapt to new offensive schemes and expectations, further evolving the legacy of this
iconic number.

2. The Future of Number 86

As the Dallas Cowboys look ahead, fans are eager to see who will be the next player to wear number
86. The expectations will be high, given the legacy established by past players. The franchise's
commitment to excellence ensures that the players who wear this number will continue to be key
contributors to the team's success.

In conclusion, the Dallas Cowboys number 86 history is marked by talented players who have
shaped the team's identity and legacy over the years. From Billy Joe DuPree to Jay Novacek and
Patrick Crayton, each player has left an indelible mark on the franchise and its fans. As the Cowboys
continue to build for the future, the significance of number 86 will undoubtedly remain a point of pride
and anticipation for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wore number 86 for the Dallas Cowboys?

The most notable player to wear number 86 for the Dallas Cowboys is Michael Irvin, a Hall of Fame
wide receiver.

What years did Michael Irvin play for the Dallas Cowboys?
Michael Irvin played for the Dallas Cowboys from 1988 to 1999.

How many Super Bowl championships did the Cowboys win
during Michael Irvin's career?

The Cowboys won three Super Bowl championships during Michael Irvin's career, in the seasons 1992,
1993, and 1995.

What impact did Michael Irvin have on the Cowboys' success?

Michael Irvin was a key player in the Cowboys' success in the 1990s, known for his exceptional
receiving skills and leadership on and off the field.

Who else has worn number 86 for the Dallas Cowboys?

Other players who have worn number 86 for the Cowboys include Billy Joe Dupree, a tight end who
played from 1973 to 1983.

What position did Michael Irvin play?

Michael Irvin played as a wide receiver for the Dallas Cowboys.



Is number 86 retired by the Dallas Cowboys?

The Dallas Cowboys have not officially retired number 86, but Michael Irvin's contributions have made
it iconic.

What is Michael Irvin's legacy with the Dallas Cowboys?

Michael Irvin is remembered as one of the greatest wide receivers in NFL history and a key figure in
establishing the Cowboys' dynasty in the 1990s.

When was Michael Irvin inducted into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame?

Michael Irvin was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2007.
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