
Cumberland Presbyterian Confession Of
Faith

Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith is a foundational document that outlines the beliefs and
doctrines of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Established in the early 19th century, the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church emerged from the revivalist movement, seeking to address the spiritual needs of a
growing population in the United States. This article explores the historical context, theological
underpinnings, and contemporary relevance of the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith.



Historical Context

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church was formed in 1810 in the Cumberland River Valley of Kentucky
and Tennessee. This period was marked by a series of religious revivals known as the Second Great
Awakening, which emphasized personal piety, emotional worship, and the importance of individual
conversion experiences. The founders of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church sought to create a
denomination that was more inclusive and accessible than the established Presbyterian Church, which had
become perceived as rigid and elitist.

The formation of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was also a reaction to the theological disputes
within the larger Presbyterian community, particularly regarding issues of predestination and free will.
The Cumberland Presbyterians placed a strong emphasis on the doctrine of free will, allowing for a more
open approach to salvation. This emphasis is reflected in the Confession of Faith, which serves as both a
statement of belief and a guide for the church's practices.

Theological Foundations

The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith is structured around several key theological themes,
which can be categorized as follows:

1. Authority of Scripture

The Confession asserts the authority of Scripture as the inspired word of God. It emphasizes that the Bible
serves as the ultimate guide for faith and practice.

- Inspiration: The Confession affirms that the Scriptures were written by human authors under the divine
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
- Interpretation: It encourages a careful and prayerful approach to interpreting Scripture, advocating for the
use of reason and tradition in understanding biblical texts.

2. Doctrine of God

The Confession describes God as a loving and just creator who is intimately involved in the world.

- Trinity: It affirms the doctrine of the Trinity, recognizing God as one in essence but existing in three
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
- Providence: The Confession emphasizes God's providence and governance over creation, ensuring that all



things work together for good.

3. Human Nature and Sin

The Confession addresses the nature of humanity and the reality of sin.

- Creation: It acknowledges that humans were created in the image of God but fell into sin through
disobedience.
- Sin: The document discusses the pervasive nature of sin and its consequences, including separation from
God and spiritual death.

4. Salvation

One of the most distinctive aspects of the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession is its emphasis on free will
in the process of salvation.

- Atonement: The Confession teaches that Jesus Christ's death and resurrection provide the means for
salvation for all humanity.
- Faith and Repentance: It emphasizes the necessity of faith and repentance, asserting that individuals have
the free will to accept or reject God's offer of salvation.

5. Church and Sacraments

The Confession outlines the nature and mission of the Church, as well as the sacraments.

- Mission: The Church is called to evangelism, discipleship, and social justice, reflecting the love of Christ in
the world.
- Sacraments: The Confession recognizes two sacraments: baptism and the Lord's Supper. Baptism signifies
entrance into the community of faith, while the Lord's Supper serves as a means of grace and
remembrance of Christ's sacrifice.

Structure and Content of the Confession

The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith is divided into several sections that systematically
address the church's beliefs.



1. Preamble: This section introduces the purpose and significance of the Confession.
2. Articles of Faith: A series of articles that articulate the core beliefs of the church, covering topics such as
the nature of God, Christ, salvation, and the church.
3. Constitutional Guidelines: These guidelines provide a framework for church governance and the role of
church leaders.
4. Doctrinal Standards: This section outlines the standards by which the church evaluates teaching and
practice.

Contemporary Relevance

In today’s rapidly changing world, the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith continues to resonate
with congregations and individuals seeking a balance between tradition and contemporary issues.

1. Inclusivity and Diversity

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has a long-standing commitment to inclusivity, welcoming
individuals from diverse backgrounds and experiences. This commitment is reflected in the Confession's
emphasis on free will and God's love for all humanity.

2. Social Justice

The church's focus on social justice aligns with modern movements advocating for equality and human
rights. Many congregations actively engage in community service, addressing issues such as poverty,
education, and healthcare.

3. Ecumenical Relations

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has engaged in ecumenical dialogues with other denominations,
seeking to foster unity among Christians. The Confession’s emphasis on the essential doctrines of
Christianity allows for meaningful conversations with other faith traditions.

Conclusion

The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith is more than just a historical document; it is a living



expression of the beliefs that guide the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Rooted in a rich historical
context, it articulates a theology that emphasizes the authority of Scripture, the nature of God, the
significance of salvation, and the mission of the church. As the church continues to navigate the
complexities of the modern world, the Confession remains a vital resource for faith and practice,
encouraging believers to live out their faith in meaningful ways. The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession
of Faith stands as a testament to the enduring nature of faith, community, and the pursuit of justice and
love in a world that desperately needs it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith?
The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith is a document that outlines the beliefs and theological
principles of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, emphasizing God's grace, the authority of Scripture,
and the necessity of faith in Jesus Christ.

When was the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith adopted?
The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith was adopted in 1857 during a time of division within the
Presbyterian Church and was a response to the theological challenges of that era.

What distinguishes the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession from other
confessions?
The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession emphasizes a more inclusive theology, focusing on God's grace
and the belief that God's love extends to all people, contrasting with more Calvinistic traditions that
highlight predestination.

What are the key themes of the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of
Faith?
Key themes include the sovereignty of God, the authority of Scripture, the importance of personal faith,
and the call to live a life of discipleship and service.

How does the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession address social justice?
The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession advocates for social justice, encouraging believers to engage in
acts of compassion and work towards equity, reflecting the love of Christ in their communities.

Is the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith relevant today?
Yes, the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith remains relevant today as it addresses contemporary



issues of faith, grace, and social responsibility, encouraging a proactive Christian witness in modern society.

How does the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession view the sacrament
of baptism?
The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession views baptism as a sign of God's covenant and grace, allowing for
both infant and believer's baptism, underscoring the inclusivity of God's offer of salvation.

What role does Scripture play in the Cumberland Presbyterian
Confession?
Scripture is regarded as the inspired and authoritative word of God, serving as the foundation for faith and
practice within the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, guiding believers in their beliefs and actions.

Who can be ordained in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church according
to its Confession?
According to the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession, any baptized believer who meets the qualifications
set forth in Scripture may be ordained, reflecting the church's commitment to inclusivity and
empowerment in ministry.

What impact did the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession have on the
formation of the church?
The Cumberland Presbyterian Confession played a crucial role in establishing the identity of the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, shaping its theology, governance, and mission, particularly in its
commitment to evangelism and social action.
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