Daughters Of The American Revolution
Racist History

Daughters of the American Revolution racist history is a complex and often uncomfortable
topic that intertwines the legacy of a prominent American organization with the societal attitudes and
policies of its time. Founded in 1890, the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) is a lineage-
based membership organization for women who are directly descended from individuals involved in
the United States' struggle for independence. While the DAR has played a significant role in American
history and culture, its history is marred by instances of racism and exclusionary practices that reflect
broader trends in American society.

Founding and Mission of the DAR

The DAR was established primarily to promote patriotism, preserve American history, and encourage
education. Its founding coincided with a period of increasing nationalism in the United States, and it
aimed to honor the sacrifices made by the country's early patriots. The organization has engaged in
various philanthropic activities, including funding scholarships, historical preservation, and supporting
veterans.

However, the DAR's commitment to its mission has often been overshadowed by its history of racial
exclusion. The organization's membership requirements, which include proof of lineal descent from a
Revolutionary War soldier or patriot, have been interpreted in ways that exclude many African
Americans and individuals from other racial and ethnic backgrounds.



Racial Exclusivity in Membership

Historically, the DAR has faced criticism for its approach to membership, particularly concerning race.
Some key points regarding this aspect include:

1. Restricted Membership Policies

The DAR's eligibility requirements have often been used to perpetuate a narrative that privileges
white ancestry. While the organization does not explicitly exclude individuals based on race, the
genealogical documentation required to prove descent from Revolutionary War figures has historically
presented challenges for African Americans and other minorities. This has resulted in a predominantly
white membership base.

2. The Case of the African American Daughters

One of the most notable instances highlighting the DAR's racial history occurred in 1915 when an
African American woman named Mary Elizabeth McCauley sought membership. Despite her proven
lineage to a Revolutionary War patriot, her application was rejected. This incident illuminated the
barriers faced by African Americans seeking to join the organization, reinforcing the notion of racial
exclusivity.

3. The 1939 Constitution Hall Incident

Another significant event occurred in 1939 when the DAR denied singer Marian Anderson the
opportunity to perform at Constitution Hall because she was African American. This decision sparked
public outrage and led to a broader conversation about race and inclusion in American institutions.
Anderson ultimately performed at the Lincoln Memorial, with Eleanor Roosevelt and a diverse
audience in attendance, further highlighting the DAR's exclusionary practices.

Impact on African American Heritage and Society

The DAR's racist history has had a lasting impact on African American heritage and the broader
societal landscape. Some of these effects include:

1. Erosion of Historical Narrative

The exclusion of African Americans from organizations like the DAR has contributed to a historical
narrative that often overlooks the contributions of black patriots during the Revolutionary War. This
omission has perpetuated a skewed understanding of American history, where the sacrifices and
achievements of African Americans are marginalized.



2. Racial Division in Heritage Organizations

The DAR's history of racial exclusion has affected how heritage organizations operate in the United
States. Many similar organizations have had to confront their legacies of racism and work toward
inclusivity. The tension between preserving historical narratives and acknowledging past injustices
continues to shape the discourse around heritage organizations.

3. Modern Implications

In recent years, the DAR has made efforts to address its racist history. The organization has publicly
acknowledged its past mistakes, implemented initiatives to promote diversity, and welcomed
members from various backgrounds. However, the shadow of its exclusionary practices still lingers,
and the organization must continue to grapple with its legacy.

Attempts at Reform and Inclusion

In response to criticism and societal changes, the DAR has taken steps to promote inclusivity and
address its past. These initiatives include:

1. Policy Changes

The DAR has revised its policies to be more inclusive, recognizing that the narrative of American
patriotism is not limited to white ancestors. The organization has made efforts to educate its
members about the contributions of diverse groups to American history.

2. Community Outreach

The DAR has engaged in community outreach initiatives aimed at fostering relationships with diverse
communities. These efforts include partnering with other organizations to promote education and
understanding of American history from multiple perspectives.

3. Educational Programs

The DAR has developed educational programs that focus on the contributions of various racial and
ethnic groups to American history. By highlighting these narratives, the organization seeks to provide
a more comprehensive understanding of the nation's past.



Conclusion: A Path Forward

The Daughters of the American Revolution racist history serves as a reminder of the challenges
that heritage organizations face in reconciling their pasts with the values of inclusivity and
representation in the present. While the DAR has made strides toward addressing its history of racial
exclusivity, it must continue to engage in meaningful dialogue and actions that promote diversity and
inclusivity within its ranks.

The journey toward reconciliation is ongoing, and the DAR, along with other heritage organizations,
must acknowledge the complexities of American history. By embracing a more inclusive narrative, the
DAR can play a vital role in fostering understanding, respect, and unity among all Americans.

In addressing its past, the DAR has the opportunity to reshape its identity and contribute positively to
the ongoing conversation about race, heritage, and belonging in the United States. It is essential for
organizations like the DAR to reflect on their histories, learn from their mistakes, and work diligently
to create spaces where all voices are heard and celebrated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical context of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) and its association with racism?

The DAR was founded in 1890, during a period of heightened racial segregation and discrimination in
the United States. Many of its early members were part of a society that upheld white supremacy and
often excluded individuals based on race.

How did the DAR respond to issues of race in its early years?

Initially, the DAR largely ignored racial issues and maintained a focus on patriotism and lineage, often
aligning with prevailing racist attitudes of the time, which marginalized people of color.

What events or actions have brought attention to the DAR's
racist history?

In 1939, the DAR famously denied singer Marian Anderson the use of Constitution Hall because of her
race, leading to significant public outcry and protests, which highlighted the organization's
exclusionary practices.

Has the DAR taken any steps to address its historical racism?

In recent years, the DAR has acknowledged its past and has made efforts to promote inclusivity,
including initiatives to support diversity and recognize contributions from people of color in American
history.

What criticisms have been directed at the DAR regarding its



current practices?

Critics argue that while the DAR has made strides towards inclusivity, it still faces challenges in fully
reconciling its past and ensuring that its membership and activities reflect a commitment to diversity.

How does the DAR's historical racism relate to contemporary
discussions about American nationalism?

The DAR's history is often cited in discussions about nationalism, as it reflects how certain narratives
of American identity have historically excluded marginalized groups, highlighting ongoing tensions in
defining who is considered 'American.'

What role has the DAR played in the preservation of American
history, and how does that relate to its racist legacy?

The DAR has been instrumental in preserving American history through projects like historic site
restoration. However, its legacy of racism raises questions about whose history is being preserved
and whose contributions are overlooked.

Are there any notable figures within the DAR who have
spoken out against its racist past?

Yes, some members and historians within the organization have publicly acknowledged the need for
change and have advocated for a more inclusive approach to celebrating American heritage.

What is the significance of the DAR's history in understanding
American social movements?

The DAR's history is significant in understanding social movements, as it reflects the complexities of
patriotism, race, and gender, illustrating how organizations can both uphold and challenge societal
norms throughout history.
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