Declaration Of Independence Analysis
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Name:

The Declaration of Independence
Background
The Declaration of independence is 3 statement originally composed by Thomas kefferson, then sdopted by the
Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. It announced that the 13 American colonies. then at war with Great Britain,
regarded themdelved & independent stated, and no longer & par of the British Empire.

Close Reading/Annotation of the Text

Resd the Declaration of Independence prnted for you Below. A you read, ute the guesticns in the right margin 1o guide
your anratations. (Keep im mird that this dotument was written before the regulation of spelling ard capitalization.)

| [1] 1N CONGRISS, iy 4, 1776. Why would it be mportant for the
decision to separate from Britain o
| The unanimeus Declaration of the thirteen wnited States of America, appear Lo be waarmoui

| When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to

| dssnkee the politicall bands which have connected them with another, and to

| Paragraph 1 prowides exlgence (the
| assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal s1ation 1o which | reason why the document wid

| written]. What is the purpose of this
| the Laws of Natire and af Nature's God ertithe them, a detent respect 1o the declaration?

| epinions of mankind reguires that they should declare th Causes whach impel
|
| them to the separation

| [2] We hold these truths 10 be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that | Jeffenon nofes that "all men ane created
gual,” sugeaning that this was "self
| thiey are endowed by thelr Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among | ©ident.” What is meast by that
stabermenn ? Was thes prinCiple fully
hanared when ¢Lafting the U S
Constiutasn? (What about Jelferson
ufderidoie the Bypodrivy of thiy
MabementT|

! theis are Lile, Liberty ahd the pairiult of Happineis - That 1o secure thee rght,

| Gervermements are nstituted among Men, dermnng 1heir judt powers fnom the

| consent of the govemed, - That whenover ary Form of Government becomes

| destructive of these ends, i is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it
What simiarities do you see in this

| arsd bo institute new Gowernment, Lyying its foundation on such principles snd padiage 10 Locke's theores?

| edgEnlHag s powers iR sisch fodim, 54 10 thesm dhall seem mast Hkely 1o éffect
|

| thesr Safety and Hagpingss. Pradence. indecd. will dictate that Gowsrmmens

Declaration of Independence analysis worksheet is an essential tool for students and educators
alike, providing a structured approach to understanding one of the most significant documents in
American history. By dissecting the Declaration of Independence, learners can gain insight into the
philosophical underpinnings of democracy, the nature of government, and the historical context
surrounding its creation. This article will explore the importance of using an analysis worksheet, the
key components of the Declaration itself, and how to effectively utilize such a worksheet in the
classroom or for personal study.



The Importance of an Analysis Worksheet

An analysis worksheet serves multiple purposes in the study of historical documents. Here are some
key benefits:

* Enhances comprehension: Breaking down complex texts into manageable parts allows
students to grasp the meaning behind the words.

e Promotes critical thinking: Analyzing the motivations of the authors and the impact of the
document encourages deeper engagement.

 Facilitates discussion: Worksheets can serve as a basis for group discussions, fostering
collaboration and diverse viewpoints.

* Encourages reflection: Students can contemplate the relevance of the Declaration in today’s
context, making historical study more applicable to modern life.

Key Components of the Declaration of Independence

To effectively analyze the Declaration of Independence, it is essential to understand its major
components. The document can be divided into several sections, each serving a distinct purpose:

1. The Preamble

The preamble sets the stage for the Declaration's purpose. It outlines the philosophical foundations of
the document, emphasizing the concepts of natural rights and the social contract. Key phrases
include:

- "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal..."
- "...that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights..."

The preamble is crucial for understanding the ideological framework that justified the colonies’ break
from British rule.

2. List of Grievances

This section details the specific complaints the colonists had against King George lll. Each grievance
illustrates the ways in which the British Crown violated the rights and liberties of the American people.
Some notable grievances include:

- Imposing taxes without consent



- Denying the right to trial by jury
- Dissolving colonial legislatures

This list is critical for understanding the rationale behind the colonists’ decision to declare
independence.

3. The Conclusion

The conclusion serves as a powerful affirmation of the colonies’ intent to separate from Britain. It
asserts the right to establish a new government and signals a commitment to the principles of
democracy. Noteworthy phrases include:

- "...we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor."

This final statement encapsulates the resolve of the signers and the sacrifices they were willing to
make for independence.

Using the Declaration of Independence Analysis
Worksheet

When utilizing a Declaration of Independence analysis worksheet, consider the following steps to
maximize its effectiveness:

1. Read the Document Thoroughly

Before diving into the worksheet, students should read the Declaration of Independence in its
entirety. This initial reading allows them to grasp the overall message and context before analyzing
individual sections.

2. Break Down Each Section

The worksheet should be structured to encourage analysis of each component:

- Preamble: Identify key themes and phrases. Discuss their significance and how they reflect
Enlightenment thinking.

- Grievances: Choose a few grievances to analyze in detail. Why were these issues significant to the
colonists? How did they contribute to the push for independence?

- Conclusion: Reflect on the concluding statements. What emotions do they evoke? How do they
encapsulate the spirit of the revolution?



3. Encourage Group Discussion

After completing the worksheet, students should engage in group discussions to share their insights.
This collaborative exercise fosters a deeper understanding of the material and promotes diverse
interpretations.

4. Relate to Modern Contexts

Finally, encourage students to draw parallels between the Declaration's themes and contemporary
issues. Questions to consider include:

- How do the principles of the Declaration apply to today’s political climate?
- What modern grievances might be comparable to those listed in the Declaration?
- How can the spirit of the Declaration inspire current movements for social justice and equality?

Conclusion

In conclusion, a Declaration of Independence analysis worksheet is an invaluable resource for
both students and educators. By providing a structured framework for examining this historic text, it
fosters comprehension, critical thinking, and meaningful discussion. Understanding the Declaration of
Independence is not only essential for grasping American history but also for appreciating the ongoing
relevance of its principles in today’s society. Through thoughtful analysis and reflection, students can
develop a deeper connection to the ideals of freedom and democracy that continue to shape the
nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Declaration of Independence analysis worksheet?

A Declaration of Independence analysis worksheet is an educational tool designed to help students
break down and understand the key components, themes, and historical context of the Declaration of
Independence.

What key elements should be included in a Declaration of
Independence analysis worksheet?

Key elements should include sections for summarizing the main ideas, identifying important quotes,
analyzing the authors' intentions, and discussing the historical significance of the Declaration.

How can a Declaration of Independence analysis worksheet
enhance critical thinking skills?

By prompting students to analyze the text, consider the motivations behind its creation, and relate its



principles to contemporary issues, the worksheet encourages deeper engagement and critical
thinking.

What are some common themes explored in a Declaration of
Independence analysis worksheet?

Common themes include the ideas of liberty, equality, government by consent, and the right to
revolution, as well as the philosophical influences of Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke.

How can teachers effectively use a Declaration of
Independence analysis worksheet in the classroom?

Teachers can use the worksheet as a guided reading exercise, facilitate group discussions based on
the findings, or assign it as a project to encourage independent research on the historical context and
impact of the Declaration.
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Download and install Google Chrome
How to install Chrome Important: Before you download, you can check if Chrome supports your
operating system and other system requirements.

Fazer o download e instalar o Google Chrome
Como instalar o Chrome Importante: antes de baixar, confira se o Chrome é compativel com seu
sistema operacional e outros requisitos do sistema.

00000 Google Chrome
0000 Chrome O0000000000000 Chrome O00000000000000C0O00O

Télécharger et installer Google Chrome
Télécharger et installer Google Chrome Vous pouvez télécharger et installer sans frais le navigateur
Web Chrome, puis l'utiliser pour naviguer sur le Web.
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Descarca si instaleazda Google Chrome
Descarca si instaleaza Google Chrome Poti sa descarci si sa instalezi fara costuri browserul web
Chrome si sa-1 folosesti pentru a naviga pe web.

Scaricare e installare Google Chrome
Scaricare e installare Google Chrome Puoi scaricare e installare il browser web Chrome senza costi
e utilizzarlo per navigare sul web.

Descargar e instalar Google Chrome
Descargar e instalar Google Chrome Puedes descargar e instalar el navegador web Chrome sin coste
econdmico y usarlo para navegar por la Web.

Kak ckagaTth ¥ yctaHOBHTH Google Chrome
Kak ycranoButs Chrome BaxHo! [lepen ckaunBaHuEM MOXKHO IIPOBEPUTEH, IIOAEPKUBAET JIX
Chrome Baiiry onepanuoHHYI0 CUCTEMY ¥ COOTBETCTBYET JIM APYTUM CHUCTEMHBEIM TPeOOBaHHUSIM.

Google Chrome'u indirme ve yiukleme
Google Chrome'u indirme ve yiikleme Chrome web tarayicisini ticretsiz olarak indirip yukleyebilir ve



web'de gezinmek i¢in kullanabilirsiniz.

Unlock a deeper understanding of history with our comprehensive Declaration of Independence
analysis worksheet. Discover how to engage with this pivotal document today!
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