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Corey Haim License to Drive is a classic coming-of-age film that encapsulates the essence of teenage
life in the late 1980s. Released in 1988, this iconic movie not only marked a significant moment in the
careers of its young stars, including Corey Haim and Corey Feldman, but also captured the cultural
zeitgeist of its time. With its blend of comedy, adventure, and romance, "License to Drive" has

continued to resonate with audiences, making it a beloved staple in the teen film genre.



Overview of License to Drive

"License to Drive" tells the story of Les Anderson, played by Corey Haim, a 16-year-old who is
desperate to obtain his driver's license. After a series of comical misadventures, Les finally passes his
driving test, but his excitement quickly turns into chaos when he borrows his father's car for a night out
with his friends. The film showcases the trials and tribulations of adolescence, including the desire for

freedom, the thrill of first love, and the inevitable mistakes that come with growing up.

Main Characters

The movie features a vibrant cast of characters that contribute to its charm:

1. Les Anderson (Corey Haim): The protagonist who dreams of freedom and independence through
driving.

2. Jim (Corey Feldman): Les's best friend, who provides comic relief and encourages him to take risks.
3. Mercedes Lane (Heather Graham): The love interest who captures Les's heart and adds to the film's
romantic subplot.

4. Mr. Anderson (Richard Masur): Les's father, who is oblivious to the chaos that ensues when Les

takes the car out for a spin.

The Cultural Impact of License to Drive

"License to Drive" is more than just a teen comedy; it reflects the values and challenges faced by
young people in the 1980s. From the fashion trends to the music, the film encapsulated a generation's

aspirations and dilemmas.



Fashion Trends

The film is a time capsule of 1980s fashion. Key features include:

- Bright Colors: Characters often wear vibrant clothing that was characteristic of the era.
- Denim: A staple of teenage wardrobes, denim jackets and jeans are prominent throughout the film.
- Accessories: From scrunchies to oversized sunglasses, the accessories reflect the playful and bold

styles of the time.

Musical Influence

The soundtrack of "License to Drive" plays a significant role in establishing its tone and atmosphere.

Some notable songs include:
- “Get Outta My Dreams, Get Into My Car” by Billy Ocean: This catchy tune perfectly captures the
excitement of young love and adventure.

- “l Want Candy” by Bow Wow Wow: A fun, upbeat song that reflects the carefree spirit of youth.

These songs not only enhance the viewing experience but also became synonymous with the film,

further cementing its place in pop culture.

Corey Haim's Career and Legacy

Corey Haim's performance in "License to Drive" is one of the highlights of his career. As a teen idol of

the 1980s, Haim's charm and relatability resonated with audiences, making him a household name.



Rise to Stardom

- Early Career: Haim began acting in the early 1980s, gaining recognition for his roles in films like
"Silver Bullet" and "The Lost Boys."
- Teen Idol: By the time "License to Drive" was released, Haim was already a prominent figure in

Hollywood, known for his boyish good looks and engaging performances.

Struggles and Challenges

Despite his success, Haim faced numerous challenges throughout his life, including struggles with
substance abuse and the pressures of fame. These difficulties ultimately overshadowed his career and
personal life. However, his legacy as a talented actor remains intact, with "License to Drive" serving as

a reminder of his potential and the joy he brought to audiences.

Why License to Drive Remains Relevant Today

Although "License to Drive" was released over three decades ago, its themes continue to resonate
with new generations of viewers. The film addresses universal experiences of adolescence, making it

relatable regardless of the era.

Timeless Themes

- The Quest for Independence: The desire to drive symbolizes the broader quest for independence and
self-discovery that all teenagers experience.

- Friendship and Loyalty: The bond between Les and Jim showcases the importance of friendship
during tumultuous teenage years.

- The Thrill of First Love: Les's romantic pursuit of Mercedes Lane captures the excitement and



uncertainty of young love.

Modern Relevance

In an age where young people face their own unique challenges, such as navigating social media and
the pressures of academic success, the themes of "License to Drive" serve as a nostalgic reminder of
simpler times. The film encourages viewers to embrace their youth, make mistakes, and learn from

them, a lesson that is as applicable today as it was in the 1980s.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Corey Haim License to Drive is a quintessential film that encapsulates the spirit of
adolescence in the late 1980s. Through its engaging storyline, memorable characters, and cultural
significance, the film has secured its place in the hearts of audiences across generations. As we reflect
on the impact of "License to Drive," it’s clear that its themes of freedom, friendship, and the trials of
growing up continue to resonate, making it a timeless classic that will be cherished for years to come.
Whether you’re revisiting the film or discovering it for the first time, "License to Drive" remains a

delightful journey through the ups and downs of teenage life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'License to Drive' starring Corey Haim?

The plot follows a teenager named Les Anderson, played by Corey Haim, who is desperate to get his
driver's license. After failing his driving test, he secretly takes his grandfather's car out for a wild night

with his friends, leading to a series of comedic misadventures.



When was 'License to Drive' released?

'License to Drive' was released on July 6, 1988.

Who are the main co-stars in 'License to Drive' alongside Corey Haim?

Corey Haim stars alongside Corey's co-stars, including Corey Feldman, who plays his best friend, and

Heather Graham, who plays the girl Les is trying to impress.

What genre does 'License to Drive' belong to?

'License to Drive' is a teen comedy film.

How did Corey Haim's performance in 'License to Drive' impact his

career?

Corey Haim's performance in 'License to Drive' solidified his status as a teen idol in the late 1980s and

contributed to his popularity in other films during that era.

What themes are explored in 'License to Drive'?

The film explores themes of teenage freedom, responsibility, and the trials of adolescence, all wrapped

in a comedic narrative.

Is 'License to Drive' considered a cult classic?

Yes, 'License to Drive' has gained a cult following over the years, especially among fans of 1980s teen

films.

Were there any notable quotes from 'License to Drive'?

One of the notable quotes from the film is Les saying, 'l can't believe | actually got to drive!' which

reflects the excitement and recklessness of teenage driving.



What was the critical reception of 'License to Drive'?

The film received mixed reviews from critics but was generally appreciated by audiences for its humor

and nostalgic value.

Did 'License to Drive' have any sequels or spin-offs?

No, 'License to Drive' did not have any official sequels or spin-offs, but it remains a beloved

standalone film from the late '80s.
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Explore Corey Haim's iconic role in "License to Drive" and its impact on teen cinema. Discover how
this classic film shaped a generation! Learn more now.
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