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Creative writing by Brandon Sanderson has garnered significant acclaim, establishing
him as one of the most innovative and prolific authors in contemporary fantasy literature.
Known for his intricate world-building, compelling characters, and unique magic systems,
Sanderson's works resonate deeply with readers of all ages. His contributions to the genre
have not only entertained millions but also inspired a new generation of writers to explore
the boundaries of their creativity. In this article, we will delve into the hallmarks of
Sanderson's writing style, his methodologies, influences, and the impact he has had on the
landscape of creative writing.

Brandon Sanderson: A Brief Overview

Brandon Sanderson was born on December 19, 1975, in Lincoln, Nebraska. He developed a
passion for storytelling at an early age, influenced by the fantasy and science fiction
genres. After earning a degree in English and a Master’s in Creative Writing from Brigham
Young University, Sanderson began to carve out his niche in the literary world. His
breakthrough came with the completion of the "Mistborn" series and the "Stormlight
Archive," two monumental works that have become staples in fantasy literature.



The Hallmarks of Sanderson's Creative Writing
Style

When discussing creative writing by Brandon Sanderson, several key characteristics stand
out:

1. Intricate World-Building

Sanderson's worlds are meticulously crafted, often characterized by:

- Unigue settings: Each of his series takes place in a distinct universe with its own
geography, cultures, and histories.

- Detailed lore: Sanderson invests significant time in developing the backstory and
mythology of his worlds, which enriches the reader's experience.

- Cultural complexity: He incorporates diverse cultures within his worlds that reflect real-
world societies, complete with customs, languages, and philosophies.

2. Innovative Magic Systems

One of Sanderson's trademarks is his approach to magic, which is often governed by
specific rules and limitations. This results in a more structured and believable system that
enhances the narrative. Key features include:

- Clear mechanics: Sanderson's magic systems are designed with logical frameworks, often
explained through the lens of science or philosophy.

- Consequences and costs: Magic in Sanderson's worlds often comes with repercussions,
making its use a significant plot point.

- Originality: He frequently invents new forms of magic that are not just derivatives of
existing concepts, showcasing his creativity.

3. Strong Character Development

Sanderson's characters are multi-dimensional, often grappling with personal dilemmas and
growth throughout the narrative. His approach includes:

- Relatable flaws: Characters are imbued with weaknesses that make them relatable and
human.

- Diverse perspectives: He highlights various viewpoints, enriching the narrative and
allowing readers to connect with different characters.

- Evolving arcs: Characters often undergo significant transformations, reflecting the theme
of personal growth.



Brandon Sanderson's Writing Methodology

Sanderson has a unique approach to writing that has been refined over the years. He often
shares his insights with aspiring writers through lectures and his online writing courses. Key
aspects of his methodology include:

1. Outlining

Sanderson strongly advocates for thorough outlining before writing a novel. This process
helps him map out character arcs, plot developments, and thematic elements. He often
uses a detailed chapter-by-chapter outline to ensure coherence throughout the story.

2. Writing Routine

Discipline is central to Sanderson's writing process. He maintains a consistent writing
schedule, often aiming for a daily word count. This practice fosters creativity and keeps him
engaged with his projects.

3. Revision and Feedback

After completing a draft, Sanderson emphasizes the importance of revision. He seeks
feedback from trusted beta readers and critique partners, which allows him to refine his
work further. He believes that constructive criticism is invaluable in the creative process.

Influences on Sanderson's Writing

Brandon Sanderson's work has been shaped by various literary influences, which can be
categorized into:

1. Classic Fantasy Authors

Sanderson has cited several classic authors as inspirations, including:

- J.R.R. Tolkien: The intricate world-building and epic storytelling in Tolkien's "The Lord of
the Rings" have influenced Sanderson's approach.

- Robert Jordan: Sanderson was chosen to complete Jordan's "The Wheel of Time" series
after the author’s passing, an experience that deeply impacted his writing style.



2. Contemporary Writers

In addition to classic influences, Sanderson acknowledges the impact of contemporary
authors such as:

- Patrick Rothfuss: Known for his lyrical prose and character-driven narratives, Rothfuss has
influenced Sanderson's approach to character development.

- George R.R. Martin: The complexity of Martin's characters and moral ambiguity has
encouraged Sanderson to explore darker themes in his own writing.

The Impact of Sanderson's Work on Creative
Writing

Brandon Sanderson's contributions to creative writing extend beyond his own novels. He
has played a pivotal role in shaping the fantasy genre and inspiring new writers. Some of
the notable impacts include:

1. Encouragement of New Voices

Sanderson actively promotes diversity in literature, encouraging writers from various
backgrounds to share their stories. He has emphasized the importance of representation
and authenticity in creative writing.

2. Writing Resources

Through his lectures, podcasts, and online courses, Sanderson has made a wealth of
knowledge accessible to aspiring writers. His teachings on outlining, character
development, and world-building have become fundamental resources for many.

3. Fostering a Community

Sanderson has cultivated a community of writers and readers who share a passion for
fantasy literature. His participation in conventions, workshops, and social media platforms
has created spaces for discussion, collaboration, and support.

Conclusion

Creative writing by Brandon Sanderson represents a fusion of imaginative storytelling,
meticulous world-building, and profound character exploration. His unique approach to



magic systems and his commitment to crafting immersive narratives have set a high
standard in the fantasy genre. By sharing his knowledge and fostering a supportive
community, Sanderson has not only influenced his readers but also inspired countless
writers to unleash their creativity. As he continues to produce new works, his impact on
creative writing will undoubtedly endure, paving the way for the next generation of
storytellers to explore the limitless possibilities of their imagination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Creative Writing' by Brandon Sanderson about?

Brandon Sanderson's 'Creative Writing' focuses on the techniques and principles of
storytelling, exploring elements such as world-building, character development, and plot
structure to help aspiring writers enhance their craft.

How does Brandon Sanderson approach world-building
in his creative writing?

Sanderson emphasizes the importance of creating a logical and immersive world,
encouraging writers to establish rules for their universe that enhance the narrative and
engage readers.

What unique advice does Sanderson give regarding
character arcs?

He advises writers to create dynamic characters who experience significant growth or
change throughout the story, making their journeys relatable and compelling for readers.

Does Sanderson discuss the role of magic systems in
his writing?

Yes, he highlights the significance of well-defined magic systems that adhere to specific
rules, which can greatly influence the plot and character interactions in fantasy writing.

What narrative techniques does Sanderson recommend
for building suspense?

Sanderson suggests employing techniques such as foreshadowing, pacing, and strategic
revelation of information to keep readers engaged and eager to turn the pages.

How important is feedback in Sanderson's creative
writing process?

Sanderson stresses the value of constructive feedback from peers and beta readers, as it
can provide essential insights that help refine and improve a writer's work.



What is Sanderson's view on the importance of
outlining?

He advocates for outlining as a crucial step in the writing process, allowing authors to map
out their stories and maintain coherence throughout the narrative.

How does Sanderson address the issue of writer's
block?

Sanderson suggests establishing a routine and setting small, achievable goals to combat
writer's block, as well as allowing oneself the freedom to write imperfectly during the
drafting process.

What resources does Sanderson recommend for
aspiring writers?

In addition to his own lectures and books, Sanderson recommends reading widely across
genres, studying writing craft books, and participating in writing groups or workshops to
hone skills.
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