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The California Subject Examinations for Teachers (CSET) Social Science Subtest 2 is an essential
assessment for aspiring educators who wish to teach social science subjects in California’s K-12
schools. This subtest specifically evaluates candidates on their knowledge of U.S. history, world
history, and geography, along with related social science topics. Preparing for this exam requires a
comprehensive understanding of the content areas covered, effective study strategies, and familiarity
with the exam format. This study guide will provide an overview of the test structure, essential topics to

focus on, study tips, and resources to help you succeed.

Understanding the CSET Social Science Subtest 2 Structure

The CSET Social Science Subtest 2 is designed to assess a candidate's proficiency in various

historical and geographical concepts. Here are the key components of the test:



Format of the Exam

- Number of Questions: The test typically consists of around 60 multiple-choice questions.

- Duration: Candidates have approximately 2 hours to complete the exam.

- Scoring: Each question is scored as either correct or incorrect. The passing score is generally set at
220, but candidates should check the latest information from the California Commission on Teacher

Credentialing (CTC) for any updates.

Content Areas Covered

The subtest is divided into several content domains, including but not limited to:

1. U.S. History (40%)

- Colonial America and the American Revolution
- The Constitution and Bill of Rights

- Civil War and Reconstruction

- Civil Rights Movement

- Economic and social changes in the 20th century

2. World History (30%)

- Ancient civilizations (Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, Rome)
- Middle Ages and Renaissance

- Global conflicts (World War | and II)

- Recent history and globalization

3. Geography (30%)
- Physical geography (landforms, climate, ecosystems)
- Human geography (population, urbanization, cultural landscapes)

- Geographic tools and technologies (maps, GIS)



Key Topics to Study

To prepare effectively for the CSET Social Science Subtest 2, candidates should focus on the

following key topics:

U.S. History

- Colonial America: Understand the motivations for colonization, key colonial regions, and the
interactions between Native Americans and European settlers.

- Founding Documents: Familiarize yourself with the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution,
and the Federalist Papers.

- Major Events: Study significant events such as the Louisiana Purchase, the Mexican-American War,

and the impact of the Great Depression.

World History

- Ancient Civilizations: Know key features of ancient societies, including their governance, economy,
and culture.

- Middle Ages: Understand feudalism, the role of the Catholic Church, and the significance of the
Crusades.

- Modern History: Focus on the causes and effects of the World Wars, the Cold War, and post-colonial

developments.

Geography

- Physical Geography: Study the Earth's physical features, including mountains, rivers, and climate

Zones.



- Human Geography: Explore population dynamics, migration patterns, and the impact of human
activities on the environment.
- Maps and Tools: Learn to interpret various types of maps and use geographic information systems

(GIS).

Effective Study Strategies

Preparing for the CSET Social Science Subtest 2 requires a strategic approach. Here are some

effective study strategies:

Create a Study Schedule

- Break down your study material into manageable sections.
- Allocate specific time slots for each topic.

- Set milestones to track your progress.

Utilize Multiple Resources

- Textbooks: Use high school or college-level textbooks that cover U.S. history, world history, and
geography.

- Online Courses: Consider enrolling in online courses or webinars focused on the CSET content.

- Practice Tests: Complete practice questions and tests to familiarize yourself with the exam format

and question types.



Join Study Groups

- Connect with fellow candidates preparing for the CSET.
- Discuss challenging topics and share study materials.

- Use group discussions to reinforce your understanding of the material.

Review and Reflect

- Regularly review your notes and key concepts.

- Take time to reflect on what you have learned and identify areas that need more focus.

Resources for Preparation

To assist you further in your preparation for the CSET Social Science Subtest 2, consider the following

resources:

Official CSET Resources

- CSET Website: Visit the official CSET website for test information, sample questions, and the test
framework.
- Test Preparation Guides: The CTC provides test preparation guides that outline the content and

structure of the exams.

Books and Study Guides



- CSET Social Science Study Guide: Look for comprehensive study guides that cover all test topics
with practice questions and explanations.
- History and Geography Textbooks: Refer to textbooks that are commonly used in secondary

education for detailed content review.

Online Platforms and Forums

- Websites like Khan Academy, Coursera, and Quizlet can provide supplemental learning materials.
- Consider joining forums or communities on platforms such as Reddit and Facebook where you can

seek advice and share experiences with other test-takers.

Conclusion

In summary, the CSET Social Science Subtest 2 is a crucial step in becoming a qualified social
science teacher in California. By understanding the test structure, focusing on key content areas, and
employing effective study strategies, candidates can enhance their chances of success. Utilize a
combination of resources, create a structured study plan, and engage with peers to ensure a
comprehensive preparation process. With dedication and the right tools, you can approach the exam

with confidence and achieve your goal of becoming a social science educator.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the CSET Social Science Subtest 2 study
guide?

The CSET Social Science Subtest 2 study guide covers U.S. history, world history, geography,

government, and economics, focusing on key concepts, historical events, and their significance.



How can | effectively prepare for the CSET Social Science Subtest 29

Effective preparation can include reviewing the study guide, taking practice tests, utilizing flashcards

for key terms, and engaging in group study sessions to discuss and reinforce knowledge.

What is the format of the CSET Social Science Subtest 2 exam?

The CSET Social Science Subtest 2 consists of multiple-choice questions and constructed response

questions that assess understanding of social science content and pedagogical knowledge.

Are there any recommended resources for studying for the CSET Social

Science Subtest 29

Recommended resources include official CSET study guides, online courses, educational websites,

and study groups, as well as books focused on social science content and test preparation strategies.

What is the passing score for the CSET Social Science Subtest 29

The passing score for the CSET Social Science Subtest 2 varies by state, but typically it is around 220

out of 300. It's important to check specific requirements for your state.

How often is the CSET Social Science Subtest 2 offered throughout

the year?

The CSET Social Science Subtest 2 is generally offered several times a year, with specific dates
varying by testing center. It's advisable to check the official CSET website for the most current

schedule.
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CSET | Center for Security and Emerging Technology

CSET produces data-driven research at the intersection of security and technology, providing
nonpartisan analysis to the policy community. CSET is currently focusing on the effects of progress
in artificial intelligence (AI) and advanced computing. We seek to prepare a new generation of
decision-makers to address the challenges and opportunities of emerging ...

CSET's 2024 Annual Report | Center for Security and Emerging ...

In 2024, CSET continued to deliver impactful, data-driven analysis at the intersection of emerging
technology and security policy. Explore our annual report to discover key research highlights, expert
testimony, and new analytical tools — all aimed at shaping informed, strategic decisions around Al
and emerging tech.

Acquiring AI Companies: Tracking U.S. AI Mergers and Acquisitions

Maintaining U.S. technological leadership in the years ahead will require policymakers to promote
competition in the Al market and prevent industry leaders from wielding their power in harmful
ways. This brief examines trends in U.S. mergers and acquisitions of artificial intelligence
companies. The authors found that Al-related M&A deals have grown significantly over the last ...

How I Won DEF CON’s Generative Al Red-Teaming Challenge

Sep 26, 2024 - In August 2024, CSET Research Fellow Colin Shea-Blymyer attended DEF CON, the
world’s largest hacking convention to break powerful artificial intelligence systems. He participated
in the Al red-teaming challenge, and won. This blog post details his experiences with the challenge,
what it took to win the grand prize, and what he learned about the state of AI ...

Al for Military Decision-Making - cset.georgetown.edu

Artificial intelligence is reshaping military decision-making. This concise overview explores how Al-
enabled systems can enhance situational awareness and accelerate critical operational
decisions—even in high-pressure, dynamic environments. Yet, it also highlights the essential need
for clear operational scopes, robust training, and vigilant risk mitigation to counter the ...

Exploring AI Methods in Biology Research - cset.georgetown.edu

Apr 21, 2025 - Opposing narratives around Al for biotechnology raise the question: how are biotech
researchers actually using Al in published research? CSET’s Steph Batalis, Catherine Aiken, and
James Dunham explored this question by leveraging CSET’s merged academic corpus, enriched
publication metadata, and research clusters.

Chinese perspective on Military Uses of Al - cset.georgetown.edu
Dec 17, 2024 - In a China Global podcast episode about the Chinese perspectives on the military use
of AI, CSET's Sam Bresnick shares his expert insights.

Five Key Issues to Watch in AI in 2025 - cset.georgetown.edu
Dec 13, 2024 - What are the major questions that will define the Al policy landscape in 20257?
Andrew Imbrie explores the five issues he's tracking.

CSET Recommendations for an AI Action Plan
Introduction Georgetown University’s Center for Security and Emerging Technology (CSET)
submitted the following recommendations on the Development of an Artificial Intelligence (AI)
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Action Plan, as directed by a Presidential Executive Order on January 23, 2025. These
recommendations were drawn from CSET’s wide body of research in the areas of assessment ...

Opportunities in Open Science, Metascience, and Artificial ...

This new report summarizes a March 2025 workshop hosted by CSET and ORCA, with support from
NSF. The workshop brought together more than 30 experts to discuss advancing open science and
metascience, and brainstorm how artificial intelligence can be a tool in those efforts. Informed by
workshop panels and discussions, the report outlines an agenda for near-term, ...

CSET | Center for Security and Emerging Technology
CSET produces data-driven research at the intersection of security and technology, providing
nonpartisan analysis to the policy community. CSET is currently focusing on the effects of ...

CSET's 2024 Annual Report | Center for Security and Emerging ...
In 2024, CSET continued to deliver impactful, data-driven analysis at the intersection of emerging
technology and security policy. Explore our annual report to discover key research highlights, ...
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competition in the Al market and prevent industry leaders from wielding their power in harmful ...

How I Won DEF CON’s Generative Al Red-Teaming Challenge
Sep 26, 2024 - In August 2024, CSET Research Fellow Colin Shea-Blymyer attended DEF CON, the
world’s largest hacking convention to break powerful artificial intelligence systems. He ...

Al for Military Decision-Making - cset.georgetown.edu
Artificial intelligence is reshaping military decision-making. This concise overview explores how Al-
enabled systems can enhance situational awareness and accelerate critical operational ...

Exploring Al Methods in Biology Research - cset.georgetown.edu
Apr 21, 2025 - Opposing narratives around Al for biotechnology raise the question: how are biotech
researchers actually using Al in published research? CSET’s Steph Batalis, Catherine ...

Chinese perspective on Military Uses of Al - cset.georgetown.edu
Dec 17, 2024 - In a China Global podcast episode about the Chinese perspectives on the military use
of AI, CSET's Sam Bresnick shares his expert insights.

Five Key Issues to Watch in Al in 2025 - cset.georgetown.edu
Dec 13, 2024 - What are the major questions that will define the AI policy landscape in 20257?
Andrew Imbrie explores the five issues he's tracking.

CSET Recommendations for an AI Action Plan
Introduction Georgetown University’s Center for Security and Emerging Technology (CSET)
submitted the following recommendations on the Development of an Artificial Intelligence (Al) ...

Opportunities in Open Science, Metascience, and Artificial ...
This new report summarizes a March 2025 workshop hosted by CSET and ORCA, with support from
NSF. The workshop brought together more than 30 experts to discuss advancing open ...



Prepare for success with our comprehensive CSET Social Science Subtest 2 study guide. Explore key
concepts and strategies to ace your exam. Learn more!
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