Cpt Code For Ultrasound Guided Thyroid
Biopsy

fi,

¢ PN

CPT code for ultrasound guided thyroid biopsy is an essential tool in modern medicine, particularly in
the evaluation of thyroid nodules. This procedure enables healthcare providers to obtain tissue
samples from the thyroid gland under ultrasound guidance. Understanding the appropriate Current
Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes for this procedure is crucial for accurate billing, coding, and
ensuring that patients receive the appropriate care. This article delves into the intricacies of CPT
coding for ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsies, the procedure itself, indications, and coding guidelines.

Understanding Ultrasound-Guided Thyroid Biopsy

Ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsy is a minimally invasive procedure used to diagnose thyroid
conditions, particularly thyroid cancer. It involves the use of ultrasound imaging to direct a needle into
a thyroid nodule to obtain a sample of tissue for pathological examination.

Procedure Overview

1. Preparation: The patient is usually asked to lie down on an examination table with their neck
extended. An ultrasound gel is applied to the neck area to improve the quality of the ultrasound
images.

2. Ultrasound Imaging: A radiologist or endocrinologist uses an ultrasound machine to visualize the
thyroid gland and any nodules present. This imaging helps in identifying the precise location for the
biopsy.



3. Needle Insertion: A thin needle is inserted through the skin and guided into the nodule under real-
time ultrasound visualization.

4. Tissue Sample Collection: Multiple samples may be taken to ensure adequate tissue is collected for
analysis.

5. Post-Procedure Care: After the biopsy, the patient may experience minor discomfort or bruising at
the injection site. Follow-up appointments may be scheduled to discuss the biopsy results.

Indications for Ultrasound-Guided Thyroid Biopsy

The procedure is indicated in various scenarios, including:

- Presence of Thyroid Nodules: When a nodular thyroid is detected, especially if it is larger than 1 cm
or has suspicious features on ultrasound.

- Abnormal Thyroid Function Tests: If thyroid function tests suggest hyperthyroidism or
hypothyroidism, a biopsy may help determine the cause.

- Family History of Thyroid Cancer: Individuals with a family history may require biopsy for earlier
diagnosis.

- Persistent Symptoms: Symptoms such as difficulty swallowing, hoarseness, or neck swelling may
warrant a biopsy for further investigation.

CPT Codes for Ultrasound-Guided Thyroid Biopsy

The CPT coding system provides standardized codes for medical procedures and services. For
ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsies, the following codes are primarily used:

1. CPT Code 60100: This code is used for a fine needle aspiration biopsy of the thyroid gland. It
represents the basic procedure of obtaining tissue samples from the thyroid.

2. CPT Code 60101: This code is utilized for a fine needle aspiration biopsy of the thyroid gland with
ultrasound guidance. It emphasizes the use of ultrasound to enhance the accuracy of the biopsy.

3. CPT Code 76942: This code is specifically for ultrasound guidance during the biopsy procedure. It

may be billed separately if the ultrasound guidance is performed by a different provider or if it
requires additional resources.

Billing and Coding Guidelines

When billing for ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsies, it is vital to adhere to specific coding guidelines to
ensure compliance and minimize claim denials. Here are some key considerations:



- Documentation: Detailed documentation is essential. The medical record should include the reason
for the biopsy, ultrasound findings, and any complications that may arise.

- Use of Modifiers: If multiple biopsies are performed or if additional procedures are conducted during
the same session, appropriate modifiers should be used to indicate the nature of the services
provided.

- Insurance Policies: Different insurers may have varying policies regarding coverage for ultrasound-
guided biopsies. Always verify coverage and pre-authorization requirements before proceeding with

the procedure.

- Global Period: Be aware of the global surgical period associated with the biopsy. The global period
refers to the time frame during which related services are bundled into the surgical fee.

Common Challenges in Billing for Biopsies

Billing for ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsies can sometimes pose challenges. Some common issues
include:

- Denials for Lack of Medical Necessity: Insurers may deny claims if the documentation does not
clearly demonstrate the medical necessity of the biopsy.

- Incorrect Coding: Using the wrong CPT code can lead to claim rejections. Ensure that the correct
code is used based on the procedure performed.

- Multiple Procedures: When multiple procedures are performed, it is crucial to follow coding
guidelines to avoid bundling issues that could lead to reduced reimbursements.

The Role of Pathology in Thyroid Biopsy

Once the tissue samples are obtained, they are sent for pathological examination. Pathology plays a
critical role in determining the nature of thyroid nodules.

Pathological Examination Process

1. Sample Preparation: The biopsy samples are processed and prepared on slides for microscopic
examination.

2. Microscopic Evaluation: A pathologist examines the slides for cellular characteristics indicative of
benign or malignant conditions.

3. Report Generation: The pathologist generates a report detailing findings, which is sent to the
referring physician.

4. Follow-Up: Based on the pathology report, the physician may recommend further treatment,



monitoring, or additional testing.

Common Pathological Findings

- Benign Nodules: Many thyroid nodules are benign, such as colloid nodules or adenomas.

- Malignant Nodules: The presence of cancerous cells can indicate conditions such as papillary thyroid
carcinoma or follicular thyroid carcinoma.

- Atypical Findings: Sometimes, the results may show atypical cells, necessitating further evaluation
or repeat biopsy.

Advantages of Ultrasound-Guided Thyroid Biopsy

Ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsy offers several benefits over traditional biopsy methods:

- Minimally Invasive: The procedure is less invasive than open surgery, reducing recovery time and
complications.

- Real-Time Imaging: Ultrasound provides real-time imaging, allowing for precise needle placement
and increased accuracy.

- Lower Risk of Complications: The risk of complications, such as bleeding and infection, is
significantly lower compared to more invasive procedures.

- Outpatient Procedure: This biopsy can typically be performed on an outpatient basis, allowing
patients to return home shortly after the procedure.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding the CPT code for ultrasound guided thyroid biopsy is essential for
healthcare providers to ensure accurate billing and coding practices. The procedure itself is a critical
diagnostic tool in managing thyroid conditions and allows for timely and effective patient care. By
adhering to coding guidelines, documenting thoroughly, and understanding the implications of
pathology findings, healthcare providers can navigate the complexities of thyroid biopsy evaluations
effectively. As medical technology advances, the importance of coding and accurate billing will
continue to play a crucial role in patient care and the overall healthcare ecosystem.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the CPT code for an ultrasound-guided thyroid
biopsy?
The CPT code for an ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsy is 60100.

What are the indications for performing an ultrasound-guided
thyroid biopsy?

Indications for an ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsy include the presence of a thyroid nodule that is
suspicious for malignancy, nodules larger than 1 cm, or when there are abnormal thyroid function
tests.

Are there different CPT codes for fine needle aspiration and
core needle biopsy of the thyroid?

Yes, the CPT code for fine needle aspiration of the thyroid is 10005 or 10006, while the core needle
biopsy is typically reported with a different code, such as 60100.

Does the CPT code for ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsy
include the ultrasound imaging?

No, the CPT code for the biopsy itself does not include the ultrasound imaging. The ultrasound
procedure may need to be billed separately.

What is the difference between an ultrasound-guided and a
non-guided thyroid biopsy?

An ultrasound-guided thyroid biopsy uses imaging to precisely target the nodule, while a non-guided
biopsy relies on external palpation and may have a higher risk of complications and lower diagnostic
accuracy.

How should the CPT code for ultrasound-guided thyroid
biopsy be documented?

Documentation should include the patient's clinical history, indication for the biopsy, ultrasound
findings, technique used, and any complications or outcomes observed during the procedure.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/12-quote/files?docid=1.XD27-6137&title=cfp-study-quide.pdf

Cpt Code For Ultrasound Guided Thyroid Biopsy

Flower Moxie Bulk Wedding Flowers | Fresh Flowers for Weddings

Wedding flower budgets vary depending on flower and greenery types, number of guests attending


https://soc.up.edu.ph/12-quote/files?docid=LXD27-6137&title=cfp-study-guide.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/15-clip/pdf?ID=iKR53-2197&title=cpt-code-for-ultrasound-guided-thyroid-biopsy.pdf

your wedding, boujee taste, and lots of fun wedding details. The good news: No ...

Moxie floxie - YouTube
Take Me! (Helltaker Song)

Mogxifloxacin oral/injection Uses, Side Effects & Warnings
Jan 23, 2025 - Moxifloxacin is a fluoroquinolone (flor-o-KWIN-o-lone) antibiotic that fights bacteria in
the body. Moxifloxacin is used to treat different types of bacterial infections of the skin, ...

Moxifloxacin: MedlinePlus Drug Information
Moxifloxacin is used to treat certain infections caused by bacteria such as pneumonia, and skin, and
abdominal (stomach area) infections. Moxifloxacin is also used to prevent and treat plague ...

Moxifloxacin (oral route) - Side effects & dosage - Mayo Clinic
Jul 1, 2025 - Moxifloxacin belongs to the class of medicines known as quinolone antibiotics. It works
by killing bacteria or preventing their growth. However, this medicine will not work for ...

MoxiFloxi - Cake Lyrics - Genius
Oct 2, 2022 - Find answers to frequently asked questions about the song and explore its deeper
meaning. Who produced “Cake” by MoxiFloxi? When did MoxiFloxi release “Cake”? Who wrote ...

Moxifloxacin: Side Effects, Dosage, Uses, and More - Healthline
Nov 17, 2018 - Moxifloxacin oral tablet is used to treat bacterial infections. It won’t work to treat a
viral infection, such as the common cold. What is moxifloxacin? Moxifloxacin is a prescription ...

Moxifloxacin (Avelox): Uses, Side Effects, Interactions ... - WebMD

Oct 30, 2024 - Overview: Moxifloxacin is an antibiotic used to treat a variety of bacterial infections.
The most common side effects are nausea, diarrhea, headache, and dizziness. Do not drive or ...

DailyMed - MOXIFLOXACIN- moxifloxacin tablet, film coated
Mar 15, 2023 - 2.1 Dosage in Adult Patients - The dose of moxifloxacin tablets is 400 mg (orally)

once every 24 hours. The duration of therapy depends on the type of infection as described in ...

Moxifloxacin Tablets: Indications, Side Effects, Warnings - Drugs.com
Apr 6, 2024 - Very bad and sometimes deadly breathing problems have happened with this medicine
(moxifloxacin tablets) in people who have myasthenia gravis. For some health ...

MyChart - Login Page - Trinity Health
We experienced a problem while communicating with the server.

MyChart - Trinity Health Of New England
Any new information from visits to a Trinity Health Of New England doctor’s office or hospital from
November 2, 2024 and beyond, including prescription refills, visit notes and lab results, will ...

Holy Cross MyChart Patient Portal
You can now get your Holy Cross Health hospital records, doctor notes and test results from any of
our facilities or 100+ Holy Cross Medical Group providers all in the same portal—Trinity ...

MyChart Patient Portal - Trinity Health At Home Michigan
The MyChart Patient Portal allows you to view your appointments, review prescribed medications,
see your care team’s notes and summaries from recent visits and more.



My Trinity Health Portal
If you are already registered, you can log in using the link below for Current Members. If you are not
registered, you can sign up easily using the Self-Enrollment Link below.

Patient Portal Sign In: My Trinity Health
My Trinity Health For the best portal experience, use the MHealth mobile app. Download MHealth
for free here. Sign In Create Account Your temporary username/password has been entered. ...

MyChart - Trinity Health Michigan
MyChart patient portal offers you a simple way to manage your health care. Our portal is secure and

available 24/7 from your phone, tablet or computer.

My Chart | St. Joseph's Health Syracuse, New York (NY) Hospitals
A new Trinity Health MyChart account has been created for existing My St. Joseph’s account holders
using your current username and password. Some information prior to March 18, 2023 ...

Trinity Health MyChart - Apps on Google Play
Jun 18, 2025 - Use your Trinity Health MyChart account to manage your health information and
communicate with your care team from your mobile device. If you do not already have a ...

MyChart Patient Portal | Trinity Health Of New England Urgent ...

Nov 2, 2024 - With the MyChart patient portal, staying connected to your health has never been
easier. Our online portal offers you a simple way to manage your health care. MyChart is ...
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