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Arthur Miller’s play "The Crucible" serves as a powerful allegory for the
McCarthy-era witch hunts in America. The final act of the play is
particularly critical as it encapsulates the themes of integrity, guilt, and
the consequences of mass hysteria. Act 4 is a turning point for many
characters, revealing their moral struggles and ultimate decisions. This
article presents a comprehensive guide to comprehension questions and answers
related to Act 4 of "The Crucible."



Overview of Act 4

Act 4 of "The Crucible" takes place in a Salem jail, where many characters
face the consequences of their actions throughout the witch trials. The act
begins with the aftermath of the trials, showcasing the disintegration of the
community and the toll that the hysteria has taken on its residents. Key
characters such as John Proctor, Elizabeth Proctor, and Reverend Hale grapple
with their conscience and the implications of their decisions.

Key Themes in Act 4

1. Integrity and Honor: The struggle to maintain one’s moral integrity in the
face of societal pressure is a central theme.
2. The Nature of Truth: The act explores the idea of truth versus lies and
how individuals must navigate their own understanding of truth.
3. Consequences of Hysteria: The devastating effects of mass hysteria are
laid bare, highlighting the irrationality of fear-driven actions.
4. Redemption and Forgiveness: Characters seek redemption for their past
actions, and the act examines the possibility of forgiveness.

Comprehension Questions and Answers

Character Analysis

1. What is John Proctor's internal conflict in Act 4?
- John Proctor faces a significant internal conflict regarding his sense of
honor and his desire to live. He grapples with the decision of whether to
confess to witchcraft falsely to save his life or to maintain his integrity
and face execution. His ultimate choice reflects his character's evolution
and commitment to truth.

2. How does Elizabeth Proctor's view of John's decision change throughout Act
4?
- Initially, Elizabeth is sorrowful and conflicted about John’s potential
confession. However, as the act progresses, she comes to understand his need
to choose for himself, supporting him in whatever decision he makes. This
evolution showcases her strength and love for her husband.

3. What role does Reverend Hale play in Act 4?
- Reverend Hale experiences a transformation from a fervent supporter of the
witch trials to a man filled with regret. He seeks to save those condemned by
encouraging them to confess, reflecting his desperation to restore order and
save lives, even if it means compromising his principles.



Thematic Questions

1. How does the theme of redemption manifest in Act 4?
- Redemption is a pivotal theme, especially for John Proctor, who seeks to
reclaim his honor. His ultimate decision to choose death over a false
confession signifies a profound act of redemption, as he refuses to taint his
name and legacy.

2. What does the act reveal about the consequences of mass hysteria?
- Act 4 illustrates the devastating consequences of mass hysteria, as the
town of Salem descends into chaos and distrust. The wrongful executions and
the breakdown of community relationships serve as a poignant reminder of how
fear can lead to irrational and tragic outcomes.

3. In what ways does Act 4 illustrate the concept of truth?
- The act challenges the characters’ perceptions of truth, particularly
through Proctor’s struggle with his confession. The varying definitions of
truth—personal, societal, and moral—are highlighted as characters navigate
their realities in the face of overwhelming pressure.

Plot Development Questions

1. What is the significance of the changes in Salem by Act 4?
- By Act 4, Salem has transformed into a ghost town, showcasing the effects
of the witch trials. The fear and paranoia that once fueled the trials have
led to the execution of many innocent people, resulting in a community that
is fractured and devoid of trust.

2. What is the outcome of Proctor’s decision at the end of Act 4?
- John Proctor ultimately decides to tear up his false confession, choosing
to die with integrity rather than live with shame. This act of defiance
against the court and its unjust practices signifies his ultimate moral
victory.

3. How does the act conclude, and what message does it leave the audience?
- The act concludes with Proctor’s execution, leaving the audience with a
profound sense of loss and reflection on the price of integrity. The final
moments highlight the tragic consequences of a society that allows fear to
override justice.

Character Motivations and Relationships

John Proctor’s Journey



- Motivation: Proctor's primary motivation throughout Act 4 is to resolve his
internal conflict regarding his honor and reputation. He wishes to protect
his family while also seeking redemption for his past mistakes, particularly
his infidelity.
- Relationships: His relationship with Elizabeth deepens as they confront
their past and the present crisis. Their communication becomes more open,
showcasing their love and mutual respect.

Elizabeth Proctor’s Strength

- Motivation: Elizabeth is motivated by her love for John and her desire to
see him live, but she also respects his need to be true to himself.
- Relationships: Elizabeth's relationship with Hale evolves as she recognizes
his change of heart and seeks to encourage him to stand against the
injustices of the trials.

Reverend Hale’s Transformation

- Motivation: Hale’s motivation shifts from blind faith in the court to a
desperate need to save lives, reflecting his internal struggle and guilt over
his role in the trials.
- Relationships: His dynamic with Proctor becomes one of mutual respect, as
Hale seeks forgiveness for his past actions and attempts to aid Proctor in
finding peace.

Conclusion

Act 4 of "The Crucible" encapsulates the essence of human conflict, moral
dilemmas, and societal consequences. Through the lens of its characters, the
act forces audiences to confront the complexities of truth, integrity, and
redemption. The comprehension questions and answers provided here serve as a
guide for deeper understanding and reflection on these themes, illustrating
the timeless relevance of Miller's work in contemporary discussions of
justice and morality. As the play closes, it leaves us with questions about
our own values and the choices we must make in times of crisis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict presented in Act 4 of 'The
Crucible'?
The main conflict in Act 4 revolves around the moral dilemmas faced by the



characters as they grapple with the consequences of the witch trials,
particularly John Proctor's struggle between honesty and survival.

How does John Proctor's character evolve throughout
Act 4?
John Proctor's character evolves by moving from a state of despair and guilt
to one of courage and integrity, ultimately choosing to stand by his
principles and refuse to confess to witchcraft.

What role does Elizabeth Proctor play in Act 4?
Elizabeth Proctor serves as a moral compass in Act 4, encouraging John to
maintain his integrity and highlighting the theme of personal honor amidst
societal corruption.

How does the atmosphere in Salem change by the end
of Act 4?
By the end of Act 4, the atmosphere in Salem is one of despair and chaos, as
the witch trials have led to widespread fear, loss of life, and the erosion
of community trust.

What significance does the decision to hang the
accused have in Act 4?
The decision to hang the accused in Act 4 signifies the culmination of
hysteria and injustice in Salem, demonstrating how fear can lead to the
destruction of reason and humanity.

What does the character of Reverend Hale represent
in Act 4?
Reverend Hale represents the conflict between faith and reason in Act 4; he
becomes disillusioned with the court's actions and seeks to save the lives of
the accused, advocating for truth and morality.

What is the significance of John Proctor's final
decision in Act 4?
John Proctor's final decision to refuse to sign a false confession symbolizes
his reclaiming of personal integrity and serves as a powerful statement
against the corrupt system, emphasizing the theme of redemption.
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萨勒姆的女巫 The Crucible - 豆瓣电影
Dec 4, 2014 · 故事发生在1692年的美国，一个名为萨勒姆的小镇之中，在这里生活着一群思想单纯，甚至有些愚昧的村民们。阿比盖尔（萨曼莎·科利 Samantha
Colley 饰）是牧师的外甥女，她爱上了名为普罗克托的...

激情年代 The Crucible - 豆瓣电影
Nov 27, 1996 · 故事发生在1692年的马萨诸塞州，在一个地处偏远的小镇之中，生活着一群虔诚又愚昧的人们。女孩阿比盖尔（薇诺娜·瑞德 Winona Ryder 饰）是
牧师的侄女，因此在镇上享有很高的声誉，凡是她说的话人...

熔炉 (豆瓣)
Sep 22, 2011 · 来自首尔的哑语美术老师仁浩（孔宥 饰）来到雾津，应聘慈爱聋哑人学校。天降大雾，他意外撞车，维修时邂逅了人权组织成员柔珍（郑有美 饰）。仁浩妻子早
亡，8岁女儿天生哮喘由祖母照看，所以他不辞辛苦谋职养家。...

萨勒姆的女巫 (豆瓣) - 豆瓣电影
Sep 14, 2022 · 萨勒姆的女巫 National Theatre Live: The Crucible (2022) 导演: 林赛·特纳 编剧: 阿瑟·米勒

熔炉边境 Frontier Crucible - 豆瓣电影
Oct 31, 2024 · An ex-soldier haunted by his past reluctantly teams up with outlaws, a woman, and
her injured spouse, navigating the perilous Arizona frontier in the 1870s, battling the harsh elements
and hostile forces in a desperate bid for survival.

[Film Review] The Crucible (1957) and (1996)（萨勒姆女巫事件） …
May 31, 2024 · [Film Review] The Crucible (1957) and (1996)Two film adaptations of Arthur Miller's
seminal 1953 stage play THE CRUCIBLE, a partially fictionalized account of the notorious Salem
witch trials in the Massachusetts Bay Colony during 1692-93, which, in Miller’s intention, is also a
thinly veiled rebuttal to McCarthyism, which he would be enmeshed in several years …

萨勒姆女巫事件 (豆瓣) - 豆瓣电影
Two film adaptations of Arthur Miller's seminal 1953 stage play THE CRUCIBLE, a partially
fictionalized account of the notorious Salem witch trials in the Massachusetts Bay Colony during
1692-93, which, in Miller’s intention, is also a thinly veiled rebutt...

萨勒姆的女巫 The Crucible的剧照 - 豆瓣电影
萨勒姆的女巫 The Crucible的剧照 按喜欢排序 · 按尺寸排序 · 按时间排序 · 按人物查看 6回应 据说黑色显瘦 1回应

比鬼神更可怕的，是人心（萨勒姆的女巫）影评
Feb 7, 2015 · 比鬼神更可怕的，是人心从King’s College 看完The Crucible回到家里已经是晚上两点，躺在床上却久久不能入睡，弥漫在心头的是说不出的压
抑和纠结，就像当年看《叫魂》时一样，几度停下深深呼吸，却还是不能摆脱胸口憋闷的窒息感。我想，我是一定要写些什么了。 【他】 Richard Armitage扮演的John ...

釜中惧 Crucible of Terror - 豆瓣电影
An obsessed sculptor kills a young women to make a perfect bronze sculpture of her. Years later at
h...

萨勒姆的女巫 The Crucible - 豆瓣电影
Dec 4, 2014 · 故事发生在1692年的美国，一个名为萨勒姆的小镇之中，在这里生活着一群思想单纯，甚至有些愚昧的村民们。阿比盖尔（萨曼莎·科利 Samantha
Colley 饰）是牧师的外甥女， …

激情年代 The Crucible - 豆瓣电影
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Nov 27, 1996 · 故事发生在1692年的马萨诸塞州，在一个地处偏远的小镇之中，生活着一群虔诚又愚昧的人们。女孩阿比盖尔（薇诺娜·瑞德 Winona Ryder 饰）是
牧师的侄女，因此在镇上享有 …

熔炉 (豆瓣)
Sep 22, 2011 · 来自首尔的哑语美术老师仁浩（孔宥 饰）来到雾津，应聘慈爱聋哑人学校。天降大雾，他意外撞车，维修时邂逅了人权组织成员柔珍（郑有美 饰）。仁浩妻子早
亡，8岁女儿天 …

萨勒姆的女巫 (豆瓣) - 豆瓣电影
Sep 14, 2022 · 萨勒姆的女巫 National Theatre Live: The Crucible (2022) 导演: 林赛·特纳 编剧: 阿瑟·米勒

熔炉边境 Frontier Crucible - 豆瓣电影
Oct 31, 2024 · An ex-soldier haunted by his past reluctantly teams up with outlaws, a woman, and
her injured spouse, navigating the perilous Arizona frontier in the 1870s, battling the harsh …

[Film Review] The Crucible (1957) and (1996)（萨勒姆女巫事件） …
May 31, 2024 · [Film Review] The Crucible (1957) and (1996)Two film adaptations of Arthur Miller's
seminal 1953 stage play THE CRUCIBLE, a partially fictionalized account of the …

萨勒姆女巫事件 (豆瓣) - 豆瓣电影
Two film adaptations of Arthur Miller's seminal 1953 stage play THE CRUCIBLE, a partially
fictionalized account of the notorious Salem witch trials in the Massachusetts Bay Colony …

萨勒姆的女巫 The Crucible的剧照 - 豆瓣电影
萨勒姆的女巫 The Crucible的剧照 按喜欢排序 · 按尺寸排序 · 按时间排序 · 按人物查看 6回应 据说黑色显瘦 1回应

比鬼神更可怕的，是人心（萨勒姆的女巫）影评
Feb 7, 2015 · 比鬼神更可怕的，是人心从King’s College 看完The Crucible回到家里已经是晚上两点，躺在床上却久久不能入睡，弥漫在心头的是说不出的压
抑和纠结，就像当年看《叫魂》时 …

釜中惧 Crucible of Terror - 豆瓣电影
An obsessed sculptor kills a young women to make a perfect bronze sculpture of her. Years later at
h...

Enhance your understanding of "The Crucible" with our comprehensive Act 4 comprehension
questions and answers. Learn more to deepen your analysis today!
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