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Cthulhu Death May Die is a cooperative board game that immerses players in
the eerie world of H.P. Lovecraft’s mythos, where they battle cosmic horrors
while trying to uncover dark secrets. One of the most enjoyable aspects of
this game is the opportunity to paint the miniatures that represent the
characters and the eldritch monsters. This painting guide will provide you
with tips, techniques, and step-by-step instructions to help you achieve
stunning results on your Cthulhu Death May Die miniatures.

Getting Started

Before diving into painting, you will need to gather your materials. Here'’s a
list of essential supplies:

Essential Supplies

1. Miniatures: Cthulhu Death May Die comes with a variety of miniatures.
2. Paints: High-quality acrylic paints are recommended. Brands such as
Citadel, Vallejo, or Army Painter are popular choices.

3. Brushes: A range of brushes will help with different details. Look for:
- Large flat brush for base coats

- Medium round brush for details



Fine detail brush for intricate work

Primer: A good primer will help paint adhere better to the miniatures.
Palette: A wet palette or a simple ceramic dish for mixing paints.
Water Cup: For cleaning brushes.

Paper Towels or Rags: For wiping brushes and cleaning spills.

Sealer: A matte or glossy sealer to protect your finished miniatures.
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Preparing Your Miniatures

Proper preparation of your miniatures is crucial for achieving the best
results. Follow these steps:

Cleaning the Miniatures

- Remove any mold lines or excess plastic from the miniatures using a hobby
knife or file.

- Wash the miniatures in warm, soapy water to eliminate any release agents
from the manufacturing process. Rinse and let them dry completely.

Priming

- Apply a coat of primer to your miniatures using a spray can or brush. A
white or black primer works well, depending on your desired effect. White
primer can help bright colors pop, while black can enhance shadows and depth.

Choosing a Color Scheme

Selecting a cohesive color scheme is critical to creating a visually
appealing set of miniatures. Here are some ideas:

Character Color Schemes

- Investigators: Use muted colors like browns, greens, and greys to reflect
their gritty, realistic nature. Accents in brighter colors can denote special
skills or backgrounds.

- Cultists: Dark colors like deep reds, blacks, and dark greens can create a
sinister appearance. Consider using gold or silver for details to add a touch
of opulence.



Monster Color Schemes

- Eldritch Horrors: Bright, unnatural colors can convey their otherworldly
nature. Think neon greens, purples, and blues with dark washes to enhance

textures.

- Cthulhu: Use a palette of greens, blacks, and browns with highlights of

gold or silver to emphasize his ancient and powerful presence.

Painting Techniques

Understanding various painting techniques will significantly enhance your
miniatures’ appearance. Here are some core techniques to consider:

Base Coating

- Start with a base coat of your chosen color. Use a large flat brush to
apply an even coat across the miniature.
- Allow the base coat to dry completely before proceeding to the next step.

Layering

- Once the base coat is dry, you can start layering. This involves applying a
lighter shade of your base color to raised areas and details.

- Use a medium round brush for this technique, and be sure to thin your paint
slightly for smoother application.

Washing

- A wash is a diluted paint that flows into the recesses of a miniature,
providing depth and shadow.

- Choose a wash that complements your color scheme (e.g., a brown wash for
earthy tones, a black wash for darker colors).

- Apply the wash liberally to the miniature and allow it to dry.

Dry Brushing

- Dry brushing involves loading a brush with paint, wiping most of it off,
and then lightly brushing the raised surfaces of the miniature.

- This technique works well for highlighting textures like scales, fur, or
armor.



