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Crash Course 28 American Imperialism Answer Key provides crucial insights into the complex history of
American imperialism, a topic that has generated significant debate among historians and political scientists.
This article will delve into the key themes, events, and figures associated with American imperialism, as well as
the arguments for and against it. Additionally, we will explore the implications of these historical events on
contemporary America.

Understanding American Imperialism

American imperialism refers to the policy and practice of the United States extending its influence and control
over other nations, territories, and peoples. This phenomenon began in the late 19th century and continued into
the 20th century, characterized by both military intervention and economic domination. To understand the
motivations and consequences of American imperialism, it is essential to consider several key aspects.

Historical Context

1. Manifest Destiny: The belief that the U.S. was destined to expand across North America played a significant
role in shaping American attitudes toward expansionism. This ideology justified the westward expansion and the
displacement of Native American populations.

2. The Spanish-American War: In 1898, the U.S. engaged in a conflict with Spain, primarily over the issue of
Cuban independence. The war resulted in the U.S. acquiring territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
Philippines, marking a significant shift in American foreign policy.

3. Economic Motivations: The late 19th century saw the rise of industrial capitalism in the U.S., creating a
demand for new markets. American businesses sought to expand their reach into foreign territories, leading to an



increase in imperialist policies.

Key Figures in American Imperialism

Several individuals played crucial roles in shaping the discourse around American imperialism:

- Theodore Roosevelt: As President, Roosevelt endorsed the idea of a "big stick" foreign policy, emphasizing
military strength and intervention in international affairs. His role in the construction of the Panama Canal is
often cited as a prime example of American imperialism in action.

- Alfred Thayer Mahan: A naval officer and historian, Mahan's book "The Influence of Sea Power upon History"
argued for the necessity of a powerful navy to protect American interests and promote imperialism.

- William H. Seward: As Secretary of State, Seward advocated for the purchase of Alaska and promoted the
idea of American expansionism in the Pacific, which laid the groundwork for further imperialist actions.

The Justifications for American Imperialism

American imperialism was often justified through various ideological, moral, and strategic arguments:

Ideological Justifications

1. Civilizing Mission: Many imperialists believed it was their duty to spread democracy and civilization to
"lesser" nations. This idea was frequently cloaked in a sense of moral superiority.

2. Social Darwinism: This theory posited that stronger nations had a natural right to dominate weaker ones.
This belief provided a pseudo-scientific rationale for imperialist expansion.

3. Economic Competition: The growth of industrial capitalism led to fears that the U.S. would fall behind
European powers if it did not secure its own colonies. This economic rationale was critical in justifying
imperialist endeavors.

Consequences of American Imperialism

The consequences of American imperialism were profound and multifaceted:

1. Cultural Impact: The imposition of American culture on colonized nations often led to the erosion of local
customs and traditions. This cultural imperialism left lasting scars on the affected populations.

2. Political Ramifications: The establishment of American control over territories often resulted in long-term
political instability. For example, U.S. involvement in the Philippines led to a brutal conflict known as the
Philippine-American War, which left deep social and political divisions.

3. Economic Exploitation: American businesses frequently exploited the resources of colonized nations, leading
to economic dependency. This practice set the stage for ongoing issues related to inequality and poverty in
these regions.



Opposition to American Imperialism

Despite its justifications, American imperialism faced substantial opposition both domestically and
internationally:

Domestic Opposition

1. Anti-Imperialist League: Formed in 1898, this organization included notable figures such as Mark Twain and
Andrew Carnegie. They argued against imperialism on moral and economic grounds, asserting that it
contradicted American democratic values.

2. Labor Movements: Many labor leaders opposed imperialism, fearing that overseas expansion would lead to
competition for jobs and undermine labor rights at home.

International Opposition

1. Colonized Peoples: Nations under American control often resisted imperialist policies. In the Philippines, for
example, the struggle for independence was marked by fierce resistance against American forces.

2. Global Critique: Internationally, American imperialism was often viewed as hypocritical. Critics argued that
the U.S., which positioned itself as a champion of freedom and democracy, was engaging in the very practices it
condemned in other nations.

The Legacy of American Imperialism

The legacy of American imperialism continues to shape international relations and American identity today:

Modern Implications

1. Geopolitical Strategy: The U.S.'s historical experience with imperialism informs its contemporary foreign
policy decisions. Military interventions in the Middle East and involvement in global conflicts are often seen
through the lens of imperialist history.

2. Cultural Influence: The cultural ramifications of past imperialism are still evident. The spread of American
culture globally raises questions about cultural imperialism and the preservation of local identities.

3. Economic Relations: The economic systems established during the imperialist era have lasting effects,
contributing to ongoing debates about globalization, trade, and economic inequalities.

Conclusion

In summary, Crash Course 28 American Imperialism Answer Key illustrates the multifaceted nature of American
imperialism, highlighting its historical context, key figures, justifications, and consequences. The implications of
this period are still relevant today, as the U.S. navigates its role in a complex global landscape.
Understanding this history is essential for engaging with contemporary issues related to foreign policy,
cultural exchange, and economic relationships. The legacy of American imperialism is a reminder of the
complexities and contradictions inherent in the pursuit of power and influence on the world stage.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is American imperialism?
American imperialism refers to the policy of the United States extending its power and influence through
diplomacy or military force, especially during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

What are some key events associated with American imperialism?
Key events include the Spanish-American War, the annexation of Hawaii, the Open Door Policy in China, and the
construction of the Panama Canal.

How did the Spanish-American War influence American imperialism?
The Spanish-American War marked a significant turning point, resulting in the U.S. gaining territories such as
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, thus expanding its imperial reach.

What was the Open Door Policy?
The Open Door Policy was a diplomatic proposal initiated by the U.S. to ensure equal trading rights for all
nations in China and to prevent any one nation from monopolizing trade with China.

What role did economic factors play in American imperialism?
Economic factors such as the desire for new markets, access to raw materials, and investment opportunities
significantly drove American imperialism during the late 19th century.

How did American imperialism affect indigenous populations?
American imperialism often led to the suppression of indigenous populations, loss of sovereignty, and cultural
changes as the U.S. imposed its values and systems on these territories.

What is the significance of the Roosevelt Corollary?
The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine asserted the right of the U.S. to intervene in Latin American
countries to stabilize economic and political situations, reinforcing American imperialism in the region.

What criticisms have been made against American imperialism?
Critics argue that American imperialism promotes exploitation, undermines self-determination, and leads to
military interventions that can destabilize regions.
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