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The Certified Public Accountant (CPA) exam is a rigorous examination that aspiring accountants
must pass to obtain their CPA license. Given the complexity and breadth of the material covered,
many candidates seek assistance in the form of study guides, practice exams, and cheat sheets. A
CPA exam cheat sheet can be an invaluable tool for candidates, providing concise summaries of key
concepts, formulas, and regulations that are crucial for success on the exam. This article will explore
the importance of a CPA exam cheat sheet, its components, and effective study strategies to
maximize its utility.

Understanding the CPA Exam

The CPA exam is divided into four sections, each designed to test specific aspects of accounting
knowledge and skills. The sections are:

1. Auditing and Attestation (AUD)
2. Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)
3. Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)
4. Regulation (REG)

Each section has its own unique focus and content, making it essential for candidates to have a solid
grasp of various topics. Understanding the structure and format of the exam is critical for effective
preparation.

Why Use a CPA Exam Cheat Sheet?



A CPA exam cheat sheet serves multiple purposes:

- Condenses Information: It summarizes vast amounts of information into manageable snippets,
making it easier for candidates to review essential topics.
- Quick Reference: During study sessions, a cheat sheet acts as a quick reference guide, allowing
candidates to refresh their memory on key concepts without sifting through textbooks or lengthy
notes.
- Promotes Retention: The process of creating a cheat sheet can reinforce learning, as candidates
summarize information in their own words, which aids memory retention.
- Boosts Confidence: Having a cheat sheet can provide a sense of preparedness and confidence,
reducing anxiety as candidates approach their exam date.

Components of a CPA Exam Cheat Sheet

An effective CPA exam cheat sheet should include:

Key Formulas

Each section of the CPA exam includes critical formulas that candidates must know. Common
formulas to include are:

- Present Value (PV) and Future Value (FV) Formulas:
- PV = FV / (1 + r)^n
- FV = PV (1 + r)^n
- Gross Profit Margin:
- Gross Profit Margin = (Revenue - Cost of Goods Sold) / Revenue
- Return on Investment (ROI):
- ROI = (Net Profit / Cost of Investment) 100

Important Concepts and Terminology

Condensed definitions and explanations of key concepts can be invaluable. Some important topics to
cover include:

- Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP): A set of accounting standards and principles
that guide financial reporting.
- Internal Controls: Processes designed to ensure the integrity of financial and accounting
information.
- Materiality: The significance of an amount, transaction, or discrepancy that could influence the
decision-making of users.

Key Regulations and Standards



Familiarity with regulations and standards is crucial for the CPA exam. Important regulations to
summarize include:

- Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX): Legislation aimed at enhancing corporate governance and
accountability.
- International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS): A set of accounting standards developed to
provide a global framework for financial reporting.
- Federal Tax Regulations: Key tax laws and regulations that impact individuals and businesses.

Creating Your CPA Exam Cheat Sheet

Building a personalized cheat sheet can be an effective way to tailor your study materials to your
specific needs. Here is a step-by-step guide to creating one:

Step 1: Gather Study Materials

Collect all relevant study materials, including textbooks, notes from classes, review courses, and
online resources. This will provide a comprehensive foundation for your cheat sheet.

Step 2: Identify Key Topics

Review the exam blueprint for each section to identify key topics that are heavily tested. Focus on
areas where you feel less confident, as these may require additional attention.

Step 3: Summarize Information

Create concise summaries for each key topic, including definitions, formulas, and examples. Use
bullet points for clarity and organization. Be sure to use your own words to reinforce understanding.

Step 4: Organize Your Cheat Sheet

Structure your cheat sheet logically, grouping similar topics together. Consider using headings and
subheadings to make navigation easier during reviews. A well-organized cheat sheet will save you
time when studying.

Step 5: Use Visual Aids

Incorporate charts, graphs, and diagrams to visualize complex concepts. Visual aids can enhance
understanding and memory retention, making it easier to recall information during the exam.



Step 6: Review and Revise

Regularly review your cheat sheet as you study. Revise it based on your progress and understanding
of the material. As you become more familiar with the topics, you may wish to condense or expand
certain sections.

Effective Study Strategies with Your Cheat Sheet

To maximize the benefits of your CPA exam cheat sheet, consider these study strategies:

Scheduled Reviews

Set aside specific times to review your cheat sheet. Frequent, scheduled reviews will reinforce your
memory and help you retain information long-term.

Practice Questions

Use your cheat sheet while practicing with sample questions. This will help you apply what you’ve
learned and identify areas that may still need improvement.

Group Study Sessions

Consider organizing study groups with fellow CPA candidates. Share your cheat sheets and quiz
each other on key concepts. Teaching others can reinforce your own understanding.

Simulate Exam Conditions

As the exam date approaches, simulate exam conditions by timing yourself while you answer
questions. Use your cheat sheet sparingly to mimic the real testing environment and build your
confidence.

Final Thoughts

The CPA exam is undoubtedly a challenging endeavor, but with the right tools and strategies,
candidates can significantly improve their chances of success. A well-crafted CPA exam cheat sheet
can serve as an essential resource, providing a condensed overview of critical concepts and formulas
that are necessary for passing the exam. By actively engaging with the material, utilizing effective
study strategies, and regularly reviewing their cheat sheet, candidates can approach the CPA exam



with confidence and readiness. Whether you're just starting your CPA journey or are in the final
stages of preparation, investing the time to create and refine a cheat sheet can pay off in dividends
when exam day arrives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a CPA exam cheat sheet?
A CPA exam cheat sheet is a condensed study guide that summarizes key concepts, formulas, and
important information needed to pass the CPA exam.

Are CPA exam cheat sheets allowed during the test?
No, cheat sheets are not allowed during the CPA exam. They are meant for study purposes only.

Where can I find reliable CPA exam cheat sheets?
Reliable CPA exam cheat sheets can be found on educational websites, CPA review courses, and
study forums. Always verify the credibility of the source.

How can I create my own CPA exam cheat sheet?
To create your own cheat sheet, identify key topics, summarize important concepts, and include
formulas and mnemonics that help you remember information.

What topics should be included in a CPA exam cheat sheet?
A CPA exam cheat sheet should include topics such as accounting principles, tax regulations, audit
procedures, and financial statement analysis.

Can CPA exam cheat sheets help improve my study efficiency?
Yes, cheat sheets can improve study efficiency by providing quick access to essential information,
helping you focus on key areas for your exam preparation.

What format works best for a CPA exam cheat sheet?
The best format for a CPA exam cheat sheet is concise bullet points, charts, and diagrams that
visually summarize information for easy recall.

How often should I review my CPA exam cheat sheet?
You should review your CPA exam cheat sheet regularly, ideally daily or weekly, to reinforce your
understanding and retention of the material.
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普通人如何准备 cpa 考试？
CPA六科均为 闭卷机考， CPA专业阶段和综合阶段的考试均为百分制（实际是105，有5分的英文答题加分）， 60分为合格分数。 参加注册会计师全国统一考试的考生， 专业阶
段考试的单科 …

知乎 - 有问题，就会有答案
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …

怎么学CPA经济法? - 知乎
怎么学CPA经济法? 我听的是王妍荔的基础班，做题做的东奥轻二，我听课听懂了，做题全错，从物权法开始，是理解不够吗？ 请问一下你们怎么学的，我现在不知道怎么办了。 显示全部
关 …

CFA难度和CPA哪个高？ - 知乎
CPA考试 CPA是注册会计师（Certified Public Accountant）的英文缩写，是指依法取得注册会计师证书并接受委托从事审计和会计咨询、会计服务业务的执业人
员。各个国家具有自己的CPA认 …

已经30，考CPA还有必要吗？ - 知乎
本人已经30，一直从事财务工作，手上没有什么可靠的证，想问问现在考CPA还有必要吗？

备考CPA，需不需要报班？ - 知乎
身边有 9个朋友是CPA，当年备考的时候，没有一个报班。 但网课肯定是要听的，毕竟有些概念比较复杂，初次接触不太容易理解，有老师给你梳理讲解，会好很多。

非专业考CPA有没有意义? - 知乎
就主问题“ 非专业考CPA有没有意义? ”，作为一个非会计专业但考了CPA且因此从事现在工作的人，想说：有意义。 不过看了一眼题主提问的时间是去年八月份了，今年八月底就又是
一次注会 …

注册会计师（CPA） - 知乎
Jul 6, 2020 · 注册会计师，英文全称Certified Practising Accountant、Certified Public Accountant，简称为CPA，是依法取得
注册会计师证书并接受委托从事审计和会计咨询、会计 …

考CPA难还是考税务师难，两者在市场上哪个更吃香？ - 知乎
先抛个关于这俩证难度的结论，CPA比税务师难的多。 其实我当时决定转行的时候也有这个疑问，但是后面在20年一次性通过了税务师的五门以及CPA的五门，就没这个问题了，所以接
下来 …

Use the Optimization view - Display & Video 360 Help
The Optimization view shows if your insertion orders and line items are on track to hit spend and
performance goals. In the line item tables, the Optimization view will also show …

普通人如何准备 cpa 考试？
CPA六科均为 闭卷机考， CPA专业阶段和综合阶段的考试均为百分制（实际是105，有5分的英文答题加分）， 60分为合格分数。 参加注册会计师全国统一考试的考生， 专业阶
段考试的单科 …

知乎 - 有问题，就会有答案
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
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怎么学CPA经济法? 我听的是王妍荔的基础班，做题做的东奥轻二，我听课听懂了，做题全错，从物权法开始，是理解不够吗？ 请问一下你们怎么学的，我现在不知道怎么办了。 显示全部
关 …

CFA难度和CPA哪个高？ - 知乎
CPA考试 CPA是注册会计师（Certified Public Accountant）的英文缩写，是指依法取得注册会计师证书并接受委托从事审计和会计咨询、会计服务业务的执业人
员。各个国家具有自己的CPA认 …

已经30，考CPA还有必要吗？ - 知乎
本人已经30，一直从事财务工作，手上没有什么可靠的证，想问问现在考CPA还有必要吗？

备考CPA，需不需要报班？ - 知乎
身边有 9个朋友是CPA，当年备考的时候，没有一个报班。 但网课肯定是要听的，毕竟有些概念比较复杂，初次接触不太容易理解，有老师给你梳理讲解，会好很多。

非专业考CPA有没有意义? - 知乎
就主问题“ 非专业考CPA有没有意义? ”，作为一个非会计专业但考了CPA且因此从事现在工作的人，想说：有意义。 不过看了一眼题主提问的时间是去年八月份了，今年八月底就又是
一次注 …
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"Master the CPA exam with our ultimate cheat sheet! Get essential tips and key concepts to boost
your study efficiency. Learn more and ace your exam today!"
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