Cross Of Gold Speech Definition Us History

Cross of Gold Speech, 1896

« Given by William
Jennings Bryan, he
said people must not
be "crucified on a
cross of gold",
referring to the
Republican proposal
to eliminate silver
coinage and adopt a
strict gold standard.

Introduction to the Cross of Gold Speech

Cross of Gold speech is a pivotal moment in U.S. history, delivered by William Jennings Bryan at
the Democratic National Convention in July 1896. This powerful oration addressed the economic
struggles of the time, particularly the issue of bimetallism, which called for the coinage of silver in
addition to gold. Bryan's speech became a rallying cry for the populist movement and played a
significant role in shaping the political landscape of the late 19th century.

The Historical Context of the Cross of Gold Speech

To fully understand the significance of the Cross of Gold speech, it is important to consider the
historical context in which it was delivered. The late 19th century was marked by economic turmoil
in the United States, characterized by:

e The Panic of 1893: A severe economic depression that led to widespread unemployment and
bank failures.
e Deflation: Falling prices, which disproportionately affected farmers and laborers.

e Monetary Policy Debates: A fierce debate over whether the U.S. should adopt a gold
standard or return to bimetallism, which included silver.



During this period, many Americans, particularly those in rural areas, felt marginalized by the
economic policies that favored industrialists and bankers. The debate over monetary policy became
central to the populist movement, which sought to represent the interests of the common people
against the elite.

William Jennings Bryan: The Man Behind the Speech

William Jennings Bryan was a prominent political figure and a leader of the Democratic Party during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Born in 1860 in Illinois, Bryan was a lawyer and a staunch
supporter of populist causes. His beliefs were rooted in the conviction that the government should
be a vehicle for social justice and economic equality.

Bryan's political career began to flourish as he became a leading voice for the agrarian and working-
class interests. His advocacy for bimetallism was a response to the economic hardship faced by
farmers and laborers during the economic depression. He believed that the free coinage of silver
would increase the money supply, making it easier for farmers to pay off debts and stimulating
economic growth.

The Content and Themes of the Cross of Gold Speech

The Cross of Gold speech is renowned for its passionate delivery and rhetorical brilliance. In his
address, Bryan articulated several key themes:

1. The Struggle Between the Common People and the Elite

Bryan framed the economic struggles of the time as a battle between the interests of the common
people—farmers, laborers, and the urban poor—and the elite—bankers and industrialists. He argued
that the gold standard favored the wealthy and left the working class to suffer from deflation and
economic hardship.

2. Advocacy for Bimetallism

Central to Bryan's speech was the call for the coinage of silver alongside gold, a policy known as
bimetallism. He passionately argued that this would expand the money supply, alleviate debt
burdens for farmers, and promote economic growth. Bryan famously declared:

"I would not be a slave to the gold standard."



3. Religious Imagery and Moral Appeal

Bryan employed religious imagery to elevate his message, portraying the struggle for bimetallism as
a moral crusade. He referred to the "cross of gold" as a symbol of the burdens placed upon the
working class. This imagery resonated with many listeners, as it connected their economic struggles
to a larger moral and ethical framework.

4. The Power of Rhetoric

Bryan's rhetorical style was characterized by its emotional intensity and vivid imagery. He used
repetition and parallelism to drive home his points, creating a sense of urgency and passion. His
delivery captivated the audience, and many historians consider the Cross of Gold speech one of the
greatest political speeches in American history.

The Immediate Impact of the Speech

The Cross of Gold speech had a profound impact on the 1896 Democratic National Convention and
the subsequent presidential election. Here are some key outcomes:

1. Nomination of Bryan: Bryan's speech won him the Democratic nomination for president,
making him the party's youngest nominee at the age of 36.

2. Party Divisions: The speech highlighted divisions within the Democratic Party, particularly
between the pro-gold and pro-silver factions.

3. Populist Movement Influence: Bryan's message resonated with the populist movement,

drawing support from farmers and laborers who were disillusioned with the existing political
establishment.

The Long-term Significance of the Cross of Gold Speech

While Bryan lost the 1896 election to Republican candidate William McKinley, the Cross of Gold
speech left an indelible mark on American politics and society. Its significance can be observed in
several ways:

1. Rise of Progressivism

The issues raised in Bryan's speech helped lay the groundwork for the Progressive Movement in the
early 20th century. The call for economic reform and social justice continued to resonate,



influencing policies aimed at addressing the needs of the working class.

2. Shift in Democratic Party Ideology

The speech marked a turning point for the Democratic Party, steering it toward a more populist and
progressive platform. Over the years, the party would continue to advocate for economic reforms
that addressed the needs of the lower and middle classes.

3. Enduring Rhetorical Legacy

The Cross of Gold speech has become a touchstone for political oratory in the United States. Its
themes of economic justice, social equality, and the struggle against elitism continue to resonate in
contemporary political discourse. Politicians often draw on Bryan's rhetorical techniques and themes
to address modern issues of economic inequality.

Conclusion

The Cross of Gold speech remains a significant moment in U.S. history, encapsulating the
struggles of the late 19th century and the desire for economic reform. William Jennings Bryan's
impassioned oration not only solidified his place in American political history but also served as a
catalyst for future movements advocating for social justice and economic equality. The speech's
themes continue to echo through time, reminding us of the enduring struggle for the rights and
dignity of the common people in the face of economic adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Cross of Gold' speech?

The 'Cross of Gold' speech is a famous address delivered by William Jennings Bryan at the
Democratic National Convention in 1896, advocating for the coinage of silver to increase the money
supply and support struggling farmers.

Who delivered the 'Cross of Gold' speech?

The speech was delivered by William Jennings Bryan, who was a prominent politician and a key
figure in the Populist movement.

What was the main theme of the 'Cross of Gold' speech?

The main theme of the speech was the critique of the gold standard and the advocacy for
bimetallism, which would allow the free coinage of silver and gold.



What impact did the 'Cross of Gold' speech have on the 1896
election?

The speech was instrumental in rallying support for Bryan's candidacy, ultimately leading to his
nomination for president by the Democratic Party, though he lost the election to William McKinley.

How did the 'Cross of Gold' speech reflect the economic issues
of the time?

The speech reflected the economic struggles of farmers and laborers during the late 19th century,
particularly concerns over deflation, debt, and the need for monetary reform.

What rhetorical strategies did Bryan use in the ‘Cross of Gold'
speech?

Bryan used emotional appeals, vivid imagery, and powerful metaphors, famously declaring, 'You
shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold,' to convey his message.

What was the historical context surrounding the 'Cross of
Gold' speech?

The speech took place during a period of economic turmoil in the U.S., characterized by the Panic of
1893 and a growing divide between the agrarian interests and industrial powers.

How did the 'Cross of Gold' speech influence future political
discourse?

The speech set a precedent for populist rhetoric in American politics and influenced future debates
on monetary policy and economic reform.

What was the reaction to the 'Cross of Gold' speech at the
time?

The speech received a rousing ovation at the convention, solidifying Bryan's position as a leading
voice for the Democratic Party and the Populist movement.

Is the 'Cross of Gold' speech considered one of the greatest
political speeches in U.S. history?

Yes, it is often regarded as one of the greatest political speeches in U.S. history due to its passionate
delivery and significant impact on American politics.
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How to rebuild docker container in docker-compose.yml?
Apr 27, 2016 - Just to clarify upper comment: docker-compose up --build rebuild all containers. Use
docker-compose up --build as stated in @denov comment.

How to create a Save/Load function on Scratch? - Stack Overflow
Oct 20, 2023 - 2 I am trying to make a game on Scratch that will use a feature to generate a special
code, and when that code is input into a certain area it will load the stats that were ...

Attaching to a docker container with base image scratch?
Oct 24, 2016 - You need to add a shell to your empty base image (SCRATCH) in order to attach to it.

Right now, your image only include an executable, which is not enough. As mentioned in ...

What is docker's scratch image? - Stack Overflow
Nov 19, 2017 - The scratch image is the most minimal image in Docker. This is the base ancestor for

all other images. The scratch image is actually empty. It doesn't contain any folders/files ...

How to create a cloud variable in Scratch - Stack Overflow
Apr 7, 2019 - But when [ create a variable (I've used scratch 2 and 3) I get But I would like to get is
this: I just watch a youtube tutorial in which was told that for cloud to work you have to be a ...

How to create gravity in Scratch? - Stack Overflow
Mar 23, 2022 - For people looking to advance their skills in Scratch and add gravity and jumping to

your 2D game. Simple to use and easily optimizable. This can work for platformers or other ...

How to reset Microsoft Edge completely from a Microsoft Account ...
Hello everyone. So I want to make a completely new start with Microsoft Edge like it's in a fresh
Windows install without Microsoft Account logged in. Except I want to keep my Microsoft Account

scratch org - How to login to a ScratchOrg that was created by ...
Oct 7, 2020 - We are running DX with CI/CD using Jenkins. Our CI/CD scripts will create the
scratchOrg properly, and provide the login details (domain, username, password) We use this ...

QGIS - converting or saving temporary scratch layer

An old question, I know, but for info if someone comes across this using newer versions of QGIS. In
v3.34 and also in some older versions, by clicking on the icon marking the layer as a ...

Breakable loop in Scratch? - Stack Overflow
Jun 6, 2015 - How do you make a breakable loop in Scratch? I'm using Scratch 2.0 and can't find any
good way to make a loop breakable, from inside of the loop itself.

Walmart customer spark community? : r/walmart - Reddit

Walmart customer spark community? I just received an email from Walmart to do a survey, once I
was done it asked if [ wanted to join. Waiting on a registration but what does this consist of? Is this
how people get sent products to review for free? Thanks

r/walmart on Reddit: Walmart+ tipping expectations? I thoughtI ...
Feb 1, 2023 - I just did my first Walmart+ order and Walmart put in a default 15% tip. I thought the


https://soc.up.edu.ph/15-clip/files?ID=vii91-5469&title=cross-of-gold-speech-definition-us-history.pdf

whole point of signing up for this was to get free delivery. Is it frowned upon to tip 0? Aren’t these
drivers Walmart employees? Share Sort by: Best Open comment sort options Add a Comment
throw4dw4y8888 ¢

Wal-Mart - Reddit

If Walmart fires us, [ am going in that management office, cussing out our bullshit manager until the
cops drag me out of that hell hole. If i get promoted to customer it will be a blessing in disguise, fuck
this company.

How to call a human for customer service : r/walmart - Reddit

Sep 4, 2022 - Does anyone know how to speak to a real person about a Walmart order? I received
the wrong version of what I ordered but if I try to get them to replace it I feel like they're just gonna
send the same thing again. Whenever I call customer service it just takes me through an automated
system which isn't helpful.

I want to quit Walmart soon but I don’t know how. Do you

Walmart saw them as a long time employee leaving. Being with an employer for 11 gives you a track
record, either good or bad. Given the employment situation, I don't blame them for terminating
anyone on the spot after giving notice. Employers only want who wants to be there. Reply reply
More repliesMore repliesMore repliesMore replies ...

Is Walmart+ worth it for home delivery? : r/Frugal - Reddit

Dec 26, 2023 - It’s not only for Walmart gas stations, or Murphy, it’s for any Walmart associated gas
station (I believe there’s a list on the app?). My local gas station that’s about 10 miles away from any
Walmart is part of the savings.

Programming your own radio for Walmart: a how-to - Reddit

Mar 9, 2019 - Programming your own radio for Walmart: a how-to So I thought I'd make a big how-to
for this, considering the problem I kept running into finding old posts on the matter is that all the
information was "try this random thing" and nobody who had the original problem came back to
explain how/if they ever solved it.

Shipping vs delivery walmart.com : r/walmart - Reddit

Oct 4, 2023 - trueConfused does anyone know what the difference is I noticed there are 3 options for
walmart.com there is pickup (when you pick up from store) shipping and delivery I have no clue
what the difference is between shipping and delivery all 3 options appear to be available for what I
am getting

People of Walmart - Reddit

This is a subreddit where you can share your experiences and sightings of interesting people at
Walmart. Text posts are allowed but must contain a descriptive story about your encounter. Sighting
illustrated by the post is not unique or interesting enough for PoW.

New Yearly Bonus for Associates Info : r/WalmartEmployees
Jun 5, 2024 - 29K subscribers in the WalmartEmployees community. A subreddit for Walmart
associates.

Explore the 'Cross of Gold' speech definition in US history and its impact on American politics.
Discover how this pivotal moment shaped the future. Learn more!
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