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Understanding the CPA Exam in Texas

The CPA exam in Texas is a crucial step for aspiring accountants seeking to earn their Certified
Public Accountant (CPA) license. This exam is a comprehensive assessment that evaluates the
knowledge and skills necessary to perform effectively in the accounting profession. In Texas, the CPA
exam is administered by the Texas State Board of Public Accountancy (TSBPA), which oversees the
licensing and regulation of CPAs in the state. This article will provide a detailed overview of the CPA
exam process, requirements, and tips for success in Texas.

Eligibility Requirements for the CPA Exam in Texas

Before candidates can sit for the CPA exam in Texas, they must meet specific eligibility requirements
established by the TSBPA. These requirements include:

Educational Qualifications

1. Degree Requirement: Candidates must have a bachelor's degree or higher from an accredited
college or university.

2. Credit Hours: Candidates must complete at least 150 semester hours of college education, which
typically includes:

- 30 semester hours in accounting

- 24 semester hours in business courses



Experience Requirements

1. Work Experience: Texas mandates that candidates complete at least one year (approximately
2,000 hours) of work experience in accounting. This experience must be supervised by a licensed
CPA.

2. Verification of Experience: The supervising CPA must attest to the candidate's work experience,
ensuring that it meets the TSBPA's criteria.

Application Process

To apply for the CPA exam in Texas, candidates must follow these steps:

1. Create an Account: Candidates need to create an account on the TSBPA website.

2. Submit an Application: Complete the CPA Exam Application, which includes providing educational
transcripts and documenting work experience.

3. Pay Fees: Candidates must submit the required application fees, which cover the cost of the exam
and the licensing process.

4. Receive Authorization: Once the application is approved, candidates will receive an Authorization to
Test (ATT) notification, allowing them to schedule their exam.

Exam Structure and Content

The CPA exam consists of four sections, each designed to test different competencies within the
accounting field. Candidates must pass all four sections within an 18-month rolling period. The
sections are as follows:

1. Auditing and Attestation (AUD)

This section covers the principles and procedures related to auditing financial statements. Key topics
include:

- Planning the audit

- Understanding internal controls

- Audit evidence and documentation

- Reporting on audit findings

2. Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)

The BEC section focuses on the broader business environment in which CPAs operate. Topics include:
- Corporate governance

- Economic concepts

- Financial management

- Information technology



3. Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)

FAR assesses candidates' knowledge of accounting standards and financial reporting. Key areas
include:

- Financial statements and disclosures

- Governmental accounting

- Non-profit accounting

- International financial reporting standards (IFRS)

4. Regulation (REG)

This section covers the legal and regulatory aspects of accounting. Candidates will be tested on:
- Ethics and professional responsibilities

- Federal tax procedures

- Business law

- Property transactions

Exam Format and Scoring

The CPA exam is administered in a computer-based format, allowing for a flexible scheduling process.
Each section consists of a combination of multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and
written communication tasks.

Scoring System

- Each section of the CPA exam is scored on a scale of 0 to 99, with a passing score set at 75.
- Candidates receive their scores approximately 10-14 days after taking the exam, which can be
accessed through their TSBPA account.

Preparing for the CPA Exam

Preparation is key to success on the CPA exam in Texas. Here are some effective strategies to help
candidates maximize their study efforts:

1. Create a Study Plan

- Set a Timeline: Determine a realistic timeline for studying each section of the exam.
- Break Down Topics: Divide the content into manageable sections and allocate specific study times
for each topic.



2. Utilize Review Courses and Resources

- CPA Review Courses: Consider enrolling in a CPA review course, which can provide structured study
materials, practice exams, and expert guidance.

- Textbooks and Online Resources: Use reputable textbooks and online resources to supplement your
study materials.

3. Practice, Practice, Practice

- Sample Questions: Regularly practice with sample questions and past exam papers to familiarize
yourself with the exam format.

- Simulate Exam Conditions: Take practice exams under timed conditions to simulate the actual
testing environment.

Scheduling and Taking the CPA Exam

Once candidates have prepared adequately, they can schedule their CPA exam sections through the
Prometric testing center. Here's how to navigate the scheduling process:

1. Choose a Testing Center

- Candidates can select a convenient Prometric testing location in Texas, with multiple centers
available across the state.

2. Schedule the Exam

- Use the ATT notification to schedule your exam date and time online.
- Be mindful of the 18-month window for passing all sections.

3. Exam Day Tips

- Arrive Early: Plan to arrive at the testing center at least 30 minutes before your scheduled time to
allow for check-in procedures.
- Bring Required Identification: Ensure you have valid identification, such as a government-issued ID.

Post-Exam Process

After completing the CPA exam, candidates must follow up on their licensure process:



1. Awaiting Results

- Candidates will receive their scores approximately 10-14 days after taking the exam.

2. Applying for the CPA License

- Upon passing all four sections, candidates can apply for the CPA license through the TSBPA,
including submitting proof of education and work experience.

Conclusion

The CPA exam in Texas is a significant milestone for those pursuing a career in accounting. By
understanding the eligibility requirements, exam structure, and effective preparation strategies,
candidates can enhance their chances of success. With careful planning and dedication, aspiring CPAs
can navigate the exam process and move toward a rewarding career in public accounting. Whether
you are just starting your accounting education or are preparing to sit for the exam, the journey to
becoming a CPA is both challenging and fulfilling. Embrace the process, and you will be well on your
way to achieving your professional goals in Texas.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the eligibility requirements to sit for the CPA exam
in Texas?

To be eligible for the CPA exam in Texas, candidates must have completed 150 semester hours of
college education, including a bachelor’'s degree with at least 30 hours in accounting and 24 hours in
business courses.

How do | apply for the CPA exam in Texas?

Candidates can apply for the CPA exam in Texas through the Texas State Board of Public
Accountancy's online portal. You will need to submit your transcripts and pay the application fee.

What is the passing score for the CPA exam in Texas?

The passing score for each section of the CPA exam in Texas is 75. Candidates must achieve this
score to pass and proceed to the next section.

How often is the CPA exam offered in Texas?

The CPA exam is offered year-round in Texas. Candidates can schedule their exams at their
convenience, subject to availability at testing centers.



What is the cost of taking the CPA exam in Texas?

The total cost of taking the CPA exam in Texas varies, but candidates should expect to pay around
$1,000 to $1,500, which includes application fees, exam fees, and study materials.

Are there any review courses recommended for the CPA exam
in Texas?

Yes, many candidates in Texas find success with review courses such as Becker, Wiley, or Roger CPA
Review. These courses provide comprehensive study materials and practice exams.

How long do | have to pass all sections of the CPA exam in
Texas?

In Texas, candidates have an 18-month window to pass all four sections of the CPA exam after
passing the first section. If the window expires, previously passed sections will need to be retaken.
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