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CPC exam dates 2023 are crucial for aspiring medical coders looking to earn
their Certified Professional Coder (CPC) credential from the American Academy
of Professional Coders (AAPC). The CPC exam is a significant step for those
wanting to demonstrate their proficiency in medical coding, ensuring they
meet the industry's standards for accuracy and compliance. This comprehensive
guide will delve into the CPC exam dates for 2023, the registration process,
preparation tips, and other essential information to help candidates
successfully navigate their journey to certification.

Understanding the CPC Exam

The Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam is a rigorous test that evaluates
a candidate's knowledge and skills in medical coding. The certification is
widely recognized in the healthcare industry, and obtaining it can lead to
improved job prospects and career advancement.

Exam Format and Content

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, covering various
topics, including:

- Medical terminology: Understanding the language of medicine.

- Anatomy and physiology: Knowledge of the human body systems.

- ICD-10-CM coding: Coding for diagnoses.

- CPT coding: Coding for procedures and services.

- HCPCS Level II coding: Coding for non-physician services.

- Compliance and regulations: Understanding the legal aspects of medical
coding.



The exam duration is 5 hours and 40 minutes, and it is crucial for candidates
to prepare thoroughly to pass the exam.

CPC Exam Dates for 2023

In 2023, the AAPC has scheduled numerous CPC exam dates across different
locations. The exam is typically held several times throughout the year,
allowing candidates flexibility in choosing a date that best suits their
schedule.

National Exam Dates

The following is a list of national exam dates for the CPC exam in 2023:

January 21, 2023
March 18, 2023

May 20, 2023

July 15, 2023
September 16, 2023
November 18, 2023
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These dates are applicable to all AAPC exam centers across the United States.
Candidates are encouraged to register early to secure their preferred date
and location.

Local Exam Centers

In addition to the national exam dates, AAPC also offers local exam sessions
at various testing centers. Candidates can check the AAPC website for
specific local dates and locations. It is essential to note that local exam
dates may vary by region, so candidates should confirm availability in their
area.

Registration Process

Registering for the CPC exam is a straightforward process, but candidates
must pay attention to deadlines to ensure they secure their spot.

How to Register

To register for the CPC exam, follow these steps:



1. Visit the AAPC website: Go to the official AAPC site (www.aapc.com).

2. Create an account: If you do not already have an AAPC account, you will
need to create one.

3. Select the exam: Navigate to the 'Exams' section and choose the CPC exam.
4. Choose your date and location: Pick your preferred exam date and location
from the available options.

5. Pay the exam fee: The standard fee for the CPC exam is $399 for AAPC
members and $499 for non-members. Payment can be made via credit card or
other accepted methods.

6. Confirm your registration: After payment, you will receive a confirmation
email. Ensure all details are correct.

Registration Deadlines

Candidates should be aware of registration deadlines, typically set a few
weeks before the exam date. It is vital to register as soon as possible since
spaces may fill up quickly. Late registrations may incur additional fees or
may not be accepted.

Preparation Tips for the CPC Exam

Preparing for the CPC exam requires dedication and effective study
strategies. Here are some tips to help candidates get ready:

1. Understand the Exam Blueprint

Familiarize yourself with the exam blueprint available on the AAPC website.
It outlines the topics covered and their respective weight in the exam,
helping you prioritize your study efforts.

2. Utilize Official Study Materials

Invest in AAPC's official study guides, textbooks, and online resources.
These materials are tailored to the exam content and can significantly
enhance your understanding of medical coding.

3. Take Practice Exams

Practice exams are an excellent way to assess your knowledge and get
accustomed to the exam format. AAPC offers practice exams that reflect the
actual test experience.



4. Join Study Groups

Joining a study group or finding a study partner can provide motivation and
support. Discussing topics and quizzing each other can reinforce your
understanding.

5. Attend AAPC Training Courses

Consider enrolling in AAPC's training courses, either in-person or online.
These courses are designed to prepare candidates for the CPC exam
effectively.

6. Create a Study Schedule

Establish a study schedule that allocates time for each topic based on its
complexity and your familiarity with it. Staying organized and consistent is
key to effective preparation.

What to Expect on Exam Day

On the day of the CPC exam, candidates should arrive early and be prepared.
Here are some important reminders:

1. Bring Required Identification

Candidates must present valid government-issued identification (like a
driver's license or passport) on exam day. Ensure your ID matches the name on
your registration.

2. Arrive Early

Plan to arrive at least 30 minutes before the exam starts. This allows enough
time for check-in procedures and to settle in before the test begins.

3. Follow the Rules

Adhere to all exam rules and instructions provided by the proctors.
Familiarize yourself with what items are allowed in the testing area (e.g.,
calculators, coding manuals).



4. Manage Your Time Wisely

During the exam, keep an eye on the time and pace yourself. If you encounter
difficult questions, mark them and return to them later, ensuring you answer
all questions within the allotted time.

Conclusion

Preparing for and taking the CPC exam is a significant milestone for any
aspiring medical coder. With the CPC exam dates for 2023 now available,
candidates should start planning their registration and preparation
strategies. By utilizing the right resources, understanding the exam format,
and developing a solid study plan, candidates can enhance their chances of
success. The CPC credential opens doors to new opportunities in the
healthcare industry, making the effort well worth it. Good luck to all
candidates as they embark on this rewarding journey!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the CPC exam dates for 20237

The CPC exam dates for 2023 typically vary, but the AAPC has scheduled
several exam dates throughout the year. It's best to check the official AAPC
website for the most accurate and updated information.

When is the registration deadline for the CPC exam
in 20237

Registration deadlines for the CPC exam usually fall a few weeks before the
exam date. Check the AAPC website for specific deadlines for each exam date.

Are there multiple CPC exam dates available in 20237

Yes, the AAPC usually offers multiple CPC exam dates throughout the year,
allowing candidates to choose one that best fits their schedule.

Is the CPC exam held online or in-person in 20237

The CPC exam in 2023 is primarily held in-person at designated testing
centers, but there may also be options for online proctoring depending on the
circumstances.

What is the format of the CPC exam in 20237

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions covering various
topics in medical coding and lasts for 5 hours and 40 minutes.



Can I reschedule my CPC exam date in 20237

Yes, candidates can typically reschedule their CPC exam date by contacting
AAPC, but there may be fees and deadlines associated with rescheduling.

How can I find my CPC exam results for 20237

CPC exam results are usually available on the AAPC'’'s website within a few
weeks after the exam date. Candidates should log into their account to access
their results.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the
CPC exam in 20237

Recommended resources include the AAPC's official study guides, online
courses, practice exams, and coding manuals like the ICD-10-CM and CPT.

Are there any changes to the CPC exam format in
20237

There may be updates or changes to the CPC exam format each year. It's best
to check the AAPC website or announcements for any specific changes for 2023.

What should I bring on the day of the CPC exam in
20237

On the day of the CPC exam, candidates should bring a valid photo ID, their
AAPC membership card, and any allowed reference materials as specified by
AAPC.
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