Cruise Tipping Guide

Cruiste TIPPING GUIDE

TAKING A CRUISE CAN BE ONE OF THE MOST ENJOYABLE AND RELAXING WAYS TO TRAVEL. HO\X/EVER, IT ALSO COMES WITH ITS
OWN SET OF ETIQUETTE, INCLUDING TIPPING. TIPPING ON A CRUISE CAN BE CONFUSING FOR MANY TRAVELERS, AS THE GUIDELINES
MAY DIFFER FROM THOSE IN RESTAURANTS OR HOTELS. UNDERSTANDING THE INS AND OUTS OF CRUISE TIPPING CAN HELP YOU
ENJOY YOUR VACATION WITHOUT ANY HICCUPS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE CRUISE TIPPING GUIDE WILL HELP YOU NAVIGATE
THROUGH THE NUANCES OF GRATUITIES AT SEA.



UNDERSTANDING CRUISE LINE POLICIES

EACH CRUISE LINE HAS ITS OWN POLICIES REGARDING TIPPING. W/HILE SOME MAY INCLUDE GRATUITIES IN THE OVERALL CRUISE
FARE, OTHERS MAY LEAVE IT TO THE DISCRETION OF THE PASSENGERS. HERE ARE SOME GENERAL POINTS TO CONSIDER:

1. AUTOMATIC GRATUITIES

MANY CRUISE LINES AUTOMATICALLY ADD GRATUITIES TO YOUR ONBOARD ACCOUNT. THIS MEANS THAT A SET AMOUNT WILL
BE CHARGED DAILY, USUALLY FOR THE SERVICE STAFF WORKING IN DINING AREAS, HOUSEKEEPING, AND OTHER GUEST SERVICES.
HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF COMMON AUTOMATIC GRATUITY RATES:

- CARNIVAL CrUISE LINE: $14.50 PER PERSON PER DAY FOR STANDARD CABINS, $16.50 FOR SUITES.
- RovaL CARrIBBEAN: $ 16 PER PERSON PER DAY FOR STANDARD CABINS, $ 18 FOR SUITES.
- NorWEGIAN CRUISE LINE: $15.50 PER PERSON PER DAY FOR STANDARD CABINS, $ 18 FOR SUITES.

IF YOU PREFER TO MANAGE YOUR TIPS DIFFERENTLY, MOST CRUISE LINES ALLOW YOU TO ADJUST OR REMOVE THESE AUTOMATIC
GRATUITIES BEFORE THE END OF YOUR CRUISE.

2. TIPPING FOR ADDITIONAL SERVICES

FOR ADDITIONAL SERVICES SUCH AS SPA TREATMENTS, EXCURSIONS, OR SPECIALTY DINING, GRATUITIES MAY NOT BE
AUTOMATICALLY INCLUDED. HERE ARE SOME GUIDELINES:

- SPA SERVICES: IT’S CUSTOMARY TO TIP 15-209, OF THE SERVICE COST.

- EXCURSIONS: IF YOU HAVE A TOUR GUIDE, CONSIDER TIPPING $5-$ 10 PER PERSON, DEPENDING ON THE LENGTH AND QUALITY
OF THE TOUR.

- SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS: TIPPING IS GENERALLY EXPECTED IN SPECIALTY DINING VENUES, WHERE A GRATUITY oF 15-20%
IS STANDARD.

WHo To Tip oN A CRUISE

TIPPING IS NOT JUST LIMITED TO YOUR DINING STAFF. HERE’S A BREAKDOWN OF THE VARIOUS CREW MEMBERS YOU MAY WANT
TO CONSIDER TIPPING:

1. DINING STAFF

Y OUR PRIMARY DINING STAFF, INCLUDING WAITERS AND ASSISTANT WAITERS, USUALLY PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. IF
GRATUITIES ARE NOT INCLUDED IN YOUR FARE, CONSIDER TIPPING!:

- MAIN DINING RooM W AITER: $3.50-$5 PER MEAL.

- ASSISTANT W AITER: $2-$3 PER MEAL.
- BUFFET STAFF: A COUPLE OF DOLLARS FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

2. HOUSEKEEPING STAFF

Y OUR STATEROOM ATTENDANT PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN YOUR COMFORT. A DAILY TIP OF $2-$5 PER PERSON IS
APPROPRIATE, DEPENDING ON THE LEVEL OF SERVICE YOU RECEIVE.



3. BAR STAFF

IF YOU ARE ENJOYING DRINKS AT THE BAR OR YOUR SERVER BRINGS DRINKS TO YOUR TABLE, IT’S CUSTOMARY TO TIP $1-$2 PER
DRINK. IN MANY CASES, A SERVICE CHARGE MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE DRINK PRICE, SO CHECK YOUR BILL.

4. RooM SerVICE

FOR ROOM SERVICE, IT’S POLITE TO TIP $1-$5 DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF YOUR ORDER AND THE LEVEL OF SERVICE. SOME
CRUISE LINES MAY ADD A SERVICE CHARGE, SO VERIFY BEFORE TIPPING.

5. SPECIAL SERVICES

IF YOU USE ADDITIONAL SERVICES SUCH AS THE CONCIERGE OR PERSONAL BUTLERS, CONSIDER TIPPING AROUND $1 O‘$20,
DEPENDING ON THE ASSISTANCE THEY PROVIDE.

How To TIPPING ON A CRUISE

DECIDING HOW TO TIP CAN BE AS IMPORTANT AS DECIDING HOW MUCH TO TIP. HERE ARE SOME METHODS YOU CAN USE:

1. CAsH Tips

W/HILE MANY CRUISE LINES AUTOMATICALLY CHARGE GRATUITIES TO YOUR ONBOARD ACCOUNT, CASH TIPS CAN BE A
MEANINGFUL WAY TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. CONSIDER DISTRIBUTING CASH TIPS AT THE END OF YOUR
CRUISE DIRECTLY TO THE STAFF WHO PROVIDED OUTSTANDING SERVICE.

2. ONBOARD ACCOUNT TIPS

AS MENTIONED EARLIER, MOST CRUISE LINES ALLOW FOR AUTOMATIC TIPPING THROUGH YOUR ONBOARD ACCOUNT. You CAN
CHOOSE TO ADJUST THE AMOUNTS BASED ON YOUR EXPERIENCE OR OPT TO TIP DIRECTLY IN CASH.

3. TippING CARDS

SOME PASSENGERS CHOOSE TO USE TIPPING CARDS, WHICH THEY CAN LEAVE IN THEIR STATEROOM OR HAND DIRECTLY TO THE
STAFF. THESE CARDS CAN INCLUDE A PERSONAL NOTE OF THANKS ALONG WITH A CASH TIP AND CAN MAKE THE GESTURE MORE
MEANINGFUL.

UNDERSTANDING CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

CRUISING OFTEN INVOLVES VISITING MULTIPLE COUNTRIES, EACH WITH ITS OWN CUSTOMS AND PRACTICES REGARDING TIPPING.
HERE ARE A FEW CULTURAL DIFFERENCES TO KEEP IN MIND:



1. CARIBBEAN AND MEXICO

IN GENERAL, TIPPING IN THE CARIBBEAN AND MEXICO IS CUSTOMARY, WITH SIMILAR EXPECTATIONS TO THOSE IN THE UNITED
STATES. A TIP oF 15-209% IS STANDARD IN RESTAURANTS AND BARS.

2. EuroPE

EUROPEAN TIPPING PRACTICES CAN VARY. IN MANY COUNTRIES, SERVICE CHARGES ARE INCLUDED IN THE BILL, BUT ROUNDING UP
OR LEAVING A SMALL TIP IS STILL APPRECIATED.

3. AsiA

TIPPING PRACTICES CAN DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY IN ASIA. IN SOME COUNTRIES, SUCH ASJAPAN, TIPPING CAN BE CONSIDERED RUDE.
HO\)VEVER, IN PLACES LIKE SINGAPORE AND THAILAND, LEAVING A SMALL TIP IS WELCOMED.

FINAL THOUGHTS

TIPPING ON A CRUISE CAN BE A NUANCED AFFAIR, BUT UNDERSTANDING THE GUIDELINES WILL HELP YOU NAVIGATE IT SMOOTHLY.
REMEMBER, THE STAFF ON BOARD WORKS HARD TO ENSURE YOU HAVE A GREAT EXPERIENCE, AND GRATUITIES ARE AN IMPORTANT
PART OF THEIR INCOME. WHETHER YOU CHOOSE TO STICK WITH AUTOMATIC GRATUITIES OR PREFER TO TIP IN CASH FOR
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE, YOUR GENEROSITY GOES A LONG WAY IN CREATING A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE ON BOARD.

ULTIMATELY, THE KEY IS TO TIP BASED ON THE LEVEL OF SERVICE YOU RECEIVE. IF YOU HAD A FANTASTIC EXPERIENCE, DON’T
HESITATE TO SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION THROUGH TIPPING. ENJOY YOUR CRUISE AND HAPPY TRAVELS!

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\NWHAT IS THE STANDARD TIPPING GUIDELINE FOR CRUISE SHIP STAFF?

THE STANDARD TIPPING GUIDELINE IS TYPICALLY AROUND $ 15 TO $20 PER PERSON, PER DAY, WHICH IS OFTEN
AUTOMATICALLY ADDED TO YOUR ONBOARD ACCOUNT.

ARE GRATUITIES INCLUDED IN THE CRUISE FARE?

IN MOST CASES, GRATUITIES ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE CRUISE FARE AND WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR BILL UNLESS YOU OPT TO
PREPAY THEM OR REMOVE THEM.

\Y¥/HO SHOULD | TIP ON A CRUISE?

YOuU SHOULD TIP THE DINING STAFF, BARTENDERS, ROOM STEWARDS, AND ANY OTHER SERVICE PERSONNEL WHO PROVIDE YOU
WITH ASSISTANCE DURING YOUR CRUISE.

CAN | ADJUST THE AUTOMATIC GRATUITY ON MY CRUISE?

YES, MOST CRUISE LINES ALLOW YOU TO ADJUST OR REMOVE THE AUTOMATIC GRATUITY UPON REQUEST AT THE GUEST
SERVICES DESK.



IS IT CUSTOMARY TO TIP ON SHORE EXCURSIONS?

YES, IT IS CUSTOMARY TO TIP TOUR GUIDES AND DRIVERS ON SHORE EXCURSIONS, TYPICALLY AROUND 10‘200/0 OF THE TOUR
COST DEPENDING ON THE SERVICE.

\WHAT IF | FEEL THE SERVICE WAS POOR?

IF THE SERVICE WAS POOR, YOU CAN ADJUST THE GRATUITY DOWNWARDS OR DISCUSS YOUR CONCERNS WITH GUEST SERVICES.

ARE TIPS EXPECTED IN SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS ON CRUISES?

YES/ TIPS ARE GENERALLY EXPECTED IN SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS, AND AN ADDITIONAL GRATUITY OF ]5‘200/0 IS CUSTOMARY
UNLESS INCLUDED IN THE COVER CHARGE.

SHouLD | TIP IN CASH OR THROUGH MY ONBOARD ACCOUNT?

YOU CAN TIP IN CASH DIRECTLY TO THE STAFF OR THROUGH YOUR ONBOARD ACCOUNT, BOTH METHODS ARE APPRECIATED, BUT
CASH IS OFTEN PREFERRED BY CREW MEMBERS.

Do DIFFERENT CRUISE LINES HAVE DIFFERENT TIPPING POLICIES?

YES, DIFFERENT CRUISE LINES CAN HAVE VARYING TIPPING POLICIES, SO IT'S BEST TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES OF YOUR
CRUISE LINE BEFORE TRAVELING.

\WHAT IS THE TIPPING ETIQUETTE FOR SPA SERVICES ON A CRUISE?

For sPA SERVICES, IT IS CUSTOMARY TO TIP AROUND ]5‘200/0 OF THE SERVICE COST, USUALLY PAID IN CASH OR ADDED TO
YOUR ONBOARD ACCOUNT.
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Find your cruise | Cruise.co.uk
Welcome to the home of the Real Cruise People. Discover our best ever selection of Cheap Cruises,
with huge discounts on all departures from top UK Ports.

Book A Cruise Online | Cruise.co.uk
Did you know that here at Cruise.co.uk you can now book a number of cruise lines directly through
our website without having to speak to anyone but still receiving the same great service from our ...
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Miami Formula 1 Cruise & Stay | Cruise.co.uk
This Cruise.co.uk package is a perfect blend of the thrilling world of Formula 1 racing, the vibrant
energy of Miami, and the tropical paradise of a Caribbean cruise.
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New 2027 Celebrity Cruises | Cruise.co.uk
Be among the first to explore our new 2027 Celebrity cruise deals, featuring stunning itineraries,
next-generation ships, and unbeatable prices.

Cruise Deals

Cruise Deals Discover unbeatable cruise deals and set sail on your dream vacation without breaking
the bank! Our handpicked selection of discounted cruise packages offers incredible value and
unforgettable experiences. Whether you're seeking a tropical getaway, an Alaskan adventure, or a
Mediterranean escape, we have deals to suit every destination and budget. ...
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Cruise & Stay Package Holidays & Deals 2025 & 2026
Cruise and Stay Package Holidays Cruise holidays are a great way to travel with many of your

favourite cruise lines visiting the best destinations the world has to offer. But sometimes you want to
get just that little bit more out of the destinations you visit...and that's where our cruise and stay
packages come in.

Top 10 Cruise Deals
Top 10 Cruise Deals Set sail on an unforgettable journey with our top 10 cruise deals, carefully
curated to offer you the ultimate blend of luxury, adventure, and relaxation.

Find your cruise | Cruise.co.uk
Welcome to the home of the Real Cruise People. Discover our best ever selection of Cheap Cruises,
with huge discounts on all departures from top UK Ports.

Book A Cruise Online | Cruise.co.uk
Did you know that here at Cruise.co.uk you can now book a number of cruise lines directly through
our website without having to speak to anyone but still receiving the same great service from our



specialist cruise consultants? Dive into the details below and discover the benefits of booking online
— then get ready to set sail with just a few clicks!
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Miami Formula 1 Cruise & Stay | Cruise.co.uk
This Cruise.co.uk package is a perfect blend of the thrilling world of Formula 1 racing, the vibrant
energy of Miami, and the tropical paradise of a Caribbean cruise.
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New 2027 Celebrity Cruises | Cruise.co.uk
Be among the first to explore our new 2027 Celebrity cruise deals, featuring stunning itineraries,
next-generation ships, and unbeatable prices.

"Navigate the ins and outs of gratuities with our comprehensive cruise tipping guide. Learn how
much to tip and make your cruise experience seamless. Discover how!"

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

