
Cs Lewis Mere Christianity Study Guide

CS Lewis Mere Christianity Study Guide is an invaluable resource for anyone
seeking to delve into the profound theological concepts presented in C.S.
Lewis's seminal work. Lewis’s book, originally a series of radio talks during
World War II, has become a cornerstone of Christian apologetics, examining
the rational basis for Christianity and its moral implications. This study
guide aims to break down the themes, arguments, and insights found within
"Mere Christianity," equipping readers with a deeper understanding of Lewis’s
thoughts and their relevance today.

Understanding C.S. Lewis

Before diving into "Mere Christianity," it’s essential to understand the



author himself. C.S. Lewis was a British writer and scholar who converted to
Christianity from atheism. His background in literature and philosophy
profoundly shaped his theological writings, making them accessible yet deeply
insightful.

Biography Overview

- Born: November 29, 1898, in Belfast, Northern Ireland
- Education: Attended Malvern College and later Oxford University, where he
studied classics and English literature.
- Career: Served as a professor at Magdalen College, Oxford, and later at
Cambridge University.
- Literary Contributions: Known for "The Chronicles of Narnia," "The
Screwtape Letters," and "The Problem of Pain."
- Conversion: Lewis's conversion to Christianity occurred in 1931, influenced
by friends like J.R.R. Tolkien.

The Structure of "Mere Christianity"

"Mere Christianity" is divided into four main parts, each addressing
different aspects of Christian belief. Understanding this structure is
crucial for a comprehensive study.

1. Right and Wrong as a Clue to the Meaning of the
Universe

In the first section, Lewis discusses the moral law, which he argues is
inherent to human nature. This moral law, he claims, is universal and
suggests the existence of a moral Lawgiver.

- Key Points:
- The existence of a universal moral law across cultures.
- The distinction between mere social conventions and true morality.
- The moral law indicates a higher power or God.

2. What Christians Believe

In this section, Lewis outlines the core beliefs of Christianity, emphasizing
the importance of Jesus Christ’s divinity and resurrection.

- Key Points:
- The triune nature of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
- The significance of Christ’s death and resurrection for humanity’s



salvation.
- The concept of grace and how it plays a role in the Christian faith.

3. Christian Behavior

Lewis shifts focus to the ethical implications of being a Christian. He
discusses virtues and moral conduct, emphasizing that true Christianity
transforms one’s behavior.

- Key Points:
- The importance of charity, hope, and faith.
- The idea that Christian behavior is not merely about following rules but
about embodying the teachings of Christ.
- The concept of Christian community and how it supports individual growth in
faith.

4. Social Morality

In the final section, Lewis explores the implications of Christian beliefs on
society as a whole. He discusses how Christianity can influence social
structures and relationships.

- Key Points:
- The role of Christians in promoting justice and peace.
- The balance between individual rights and communal responsibilities.
- Lewis’s critique of both extreme individualism and collectivism.

Key Themes in "Mere Christianity"

The work is rich with themes that resonate throughout Lewis's arguments.
Understanding these themes can enhance one's study and appreciation of the
text.

1. The Nature of God

Lewis presents a God who is not only just but also personal and loving. He
emphasizes that God desires a relationship with humanity.

2. The Problem of Evil

One of the most challenging topics Lewis addresses is the existence of evil



in a world created by a good God. He argues that free will is essential for
genuine love and goodness.

3. Faith and Reason

Lewis skillfully navigates the relationship between faith and reason, arguing
that belief in God is logical and rational while also transcending mere
logic.

4. The Role of Jesus Christ

Central to Lewis’s argument is Christ’s role as the savior. He posits that
Jesus was either a liar, a lunatic, or truly the Lord, challenging readers to
consider their beliefs about Him.

Study Questions and Discussion Points

To facilitate deeper understanding and discussion, consider the following
questions:

1. What is the significance of the moral law in Lewis's argument for the
existence of God?
2. How does Lewis differentiate between mere social convention and true
morality?
3. In what ways does Lewis argue that being a Christian should affect one’s
behavior?
4. What are the implications of Lewis's views on social morality for
contemporary society?
5. How does Lewis reconcile the existence of evil with the belief in a good
God?
6. What is the value of faith according to Lewis, and how does he argue it
relates to reason?

Applying the Insights of "Mere Christianity"

Understanding Lewis’s arguments is not only an academic exercise but also a
practical one. Here are ways to apply his insights:

- Engage in Community: Seek out a community that shares Christian values.
This can enhance your understanding and provide support in living out those
beliefs.
- Practice Moral Reflection: Regularly reflect on your actions and decisions
in light of Lewis’s moral arguments. Consider how your behavior aligns with



Christian teachings.
- Explore Further Reading: Lewis has written extensively; consider reading
his other works to deepen your understanding of his theology.
- Participate in Discussions: Join or facilitate study groups to discuss
"Mere Christianity" and its themes, encouraging diverse perspectives.

Conclusion

The CS Lewis Mere Christianity Study Guide serves as a comprehensive resource
for exploring one of the most influential works of Christian apologetics. By
understanding Lewis’s arguments, themes, and the context in which he wrote,
readers can appreciate the depth and relevance of his insights. Whether you
are a lifelong Christian or someone exploring spirituality, "Mere
Christianity" offers a profound examination of faith, morality, and the human
experience, inviting all to consider the implications of believing in a
higher power.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of C.S. Lewis's 'Mere
Christianity'?
The main purpose of 'Mere Christianity' is to outline the core beliefs of
Christianity and to provide a rational basis for the faith, appealing to both
believers and skeptics.

How does C.S. Lewis define 'Christian morality' in
'Mere Christianity'?
C.S. Lewis defines Christian morality as a set of absolute values that guide
human behavior, emphasizing the importance of virtue, love, and the moral
law.

What are the three parts of 'Mere Christianity'?
The three parts of 'Mere Christianity' are: 1) Right and Wrong as a Clue to
the Meaning of the Universe, 2) What Christians Believe, and 3) Christian
Behavior.

What role does reason play in Lewis's argument for
Christianity?
Reason plays a crucial role in Lewis's argument; he believes that logical
thinking and moral understanding lead individuals to recognize the existence
of God and the truth of Christianity.



How does Lewis address the concept of faith in 'Mere
Christianity'?
Lewis explains that faith is not blind but is based on trust in God, coupled
with reason and experience, and encourages readers to seek a deeper
understanding of their beliefs.

What is the significance of the 'moral law' in 'Mere
Christianity'?
The 'moral law' is significant as it serves as evidence of a higher power and
universal truths, indicating that humans have an innate understanding of
right and wrong.

What arguments does Lewis present against moral
relativism?
Lewis argues against moral relativism by asserting that if morals were merely
social constructs, there would be no basis for judging actions across
different cultures or societies.

How does C.S. Lewis explain the concept of
'Christian love'?
C.S. Lewis explains 'Christian love' as a selfless, unconditional love that
seeks the good of others, transcending mere emotional affection or personal
gain.

What is Lewis's view on the relationship between
faith and works?
Lewis emphasizes that while faith is essential for salvation, genuine faith
will naturally produce good works as a reflection of one's beliefs and
relationship with God.

How can one effectively use a study guide for 'Mere
Christianity'?
An effective study guide for 'Mere Christianity' should include key themes,
chapter summaries, discussion questions, and personal reflections to
facilitate deeper understanding and application of the text.
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