
Cs Lewis Thy Will Be Done

CS Lewis: Thy Will Be Done is a phrase that resonates deeply within the Christian
community, particularly for those who admire the works and theological insights of C.S.
Lewis. Renowned for his contributions to both literature and Christian apologetics, Lewis's
reflections on the nature of God's will, human freedom, and suffering provide profound
insights into the complexities of faith. This article delves into Lewis's perspectives on God's
will, the implications for human life, and the transformative power of surrendering to divine
providence.

Understanding C.S. Lewis's Theological
Background

C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) was an influential writer, scholar, and lay theologian. His works,
such as "Mere Christianity," "The Chronicles of Narnia," and "The Problem of Pain," explore
deep Christian themes and engage with philosophical questions of existence, morality, and
spirituality. Lewis's journey from atheism to Christianity profoundly shaped his
understanding of God's will and human existence.

The Concept of Divine Will

At the core of Lewis's theological framework is the belief that God has a sovereign will that
governs the universe. This divine will is characterized by several key aspects:

1. Sovereignty: God is in control of all creation and exercises authority over all events.
2. Goodness: God's will is inherently good and aims for the ultimate good of His creation.
3. Mysteriousness: While God's will is sovereign, it often remains a mystery to human
understanding, especially in the face of suffering and evil.



In his essays and lectures, Lewis often emphasizes the importance of aligning human will
with God's will. This alignment is not about losing individuality but rather about finding true
freedom and fulfillment.

The Challenge of Human Free Will

One of Lewis's significant contributions to theological discourse is his exploration of free
will. In "The Problem of Pain," he argues that free will is essential for genuine love and
moral responsibility. Without the capacity to choose, human beings would be mere
automatons, incapable of true relationships with God or each other.

The Paradox of Free Will and Suffering

Lewis acknowledges the paradox that free will introduces into the problem of suffering. He
contends that:

- Evil as a Consequence of Free Will: The existence of evil in the world is often a direct
result of human choices. God permits free will to allow for authentic love and moral choice,
which unfortunately leads to the potential for sin and suffering.
- Suffering as a Means of Growth: Lewis suggests that suffering can lead to spiritual growth
and a deeper understanding of God's nature. He famously states, "God whispers to us in
our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains."

Thy Will Be Done: Surrendering to Divine
Providence

The phrase "Thy will be done," which originates from the Lord's Prayer, encapsulates the
essence of submission to God's will. For Lewis, this submission is not an act of defeat but an
expression of profound trust in God's goodness.

The Journey of Surrender

Lewis provides several insights into the journey of surrendering to God's will:

1. Trust in God's Character: Understanding that God is good and loving helps believers trust
His plans, even when they are difficult to comprehend.
2. Acceptance of God's Plan: Surrender involves accepting that God's plan may differ from
human expectations and desires. This acceptance can lead to greater peace and fulfillment.
3. Active Participation in God's Will: Surrendering to God's will does not mean passivity.
Lewis encourages believers to actively participate in God's work through prayer, service,
and obedience.



The Role of Prayer

Prayer is a central theme in Lewis's writings, particularly in relation to understanding and
submitting to God's will. He viewed prayer as both a means of communication with God and
a way to align one's desires with divine intentions.

The Purpose of Prayer

Lewis identifies several purposes of prayer:

- Seeking Guidance: Prayer helps believers discern God's will for their lives.
- Building Relationship: It fosters a deeper relationship with God, allowing for personal
growth and transformation.
- Intercession: Prayer serves as a means to intercede for others, aligning their needs with
God's will.

Lewis's Personal Struggles with Suffering

C.S. Lewis's own life experiences, particularly the loss of his wife, Joy Davidman, profoundly
shaped his understanding of suffering and divine will. In his book "A Grief Observed," Lewis
candidly explores his emotions and doubts following her death.

Lessons from Suffering

Through his reflections on grief, Lewis highlights several key lessons:

1. The Reality of Grief: He acknowledges the deep pain of loss, emphasizing that grief is a
natural and necessary response.
2. God's Presence in Suffering: Lewis discovers that even in the depths of sorrow, God
remains present and active in the believer's life.
3. Transformation Through Pain: He ultimately recognizes that suffering can lead to spiritual
growth and a more profound understanding of God's love.

The Impact of C.S. Lewis's Theology on
Contemporary Christianity

C.S. Lewis's reflections on "Thy will be done" continue to resonate with Christians today. His
ability to articulate complex theological concepts in relatable terms has made his works
enduring classics.



Application in Modern Life

Believers can draw several applications from Lewis's insights:

- Embracing Uncertainty: Learning to trust God in uncertain times fosters resilience and
faith.
- Cultivating a Life of Prayer: Regular prayer can deepen one's relationship with God and
clarify His will.
- Finding Meaning in Suffering: Understanding that suffering can lead to growth encourages
believers to view challenges as opportunities for transformation.

The Enduring Legacy of C.S. Lewis

C.S. Lewis's legacy continues to inspire countless individuals across the globe. His ability to
address the complexities of faith, suffering, and divine will makes his work particularly
relevant in today's world.

Conclusion

In conclusion, C.S. Lewis's reflections on "Thy will be done" offer a rich tapestry of insights
into the relationship between divine sovereignty and human free will. By embracing the
mystery of God's will, believers can find peace, purpose, and hope in their journeys of faith.
Lewis's writings serve not only as theological explorations but also as deeply personal
reflections that encourage readers to navigate the complexities of life with trust in God's
goodness. As individuals strive to align their wills with the divine, they embark on a
transformative journey that leads to true freedom and fulfillment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of C.S. Lewis's work 'Thy Will
Be Done'?
The central theme revolves around the concept of surrendering to God's will and
understanding the nature of divine providence in human life.

How does C.S. Lewis address the problem of suffering
in 'Thy Will Be Done'?
Lewis explores the idea that suffering can lead to spiritual growth and a deeper
understanding of God's purpose, emphasizing that it is often through trials that we learn
about faith and reliance on God.



What literary techniques does C.S. Lewis use in 'Thy
Will Be Done' to convey his message?
Lewis employs allegory, metaphor, and personal anecdotes to illustrate complex theological
concepts in an accessible way, making profound ideas relatable to his readers.

In what ways does 'Thy Will Be Done' reflect C.S.
Lewis's Christian beliefs?
The work reflects Lewis's Christian beliefs by emphasizing the importance of trust in God's
plan, the significance of prayer, and the necessity of aligning one's desires with divine will.

How does 'Thy Will Be Done' compare to other works by
C.S. Lewis?
Compared to other works, 'Thy Will Be Done' delves deeper into the practical implications of
faith in everyday life, similar to 'The Problem of Pain,' but with a more personal and
reflective approach.

What impact did 'Thy Will Be Done' have on readers and
theologians?
The book has had a significant impact by encouraging readers to reflect on their own faith
journeys and the nature of God's will, influencing both laypeople and theologians in their
understanding of divine purpose.

Is 'Thy Will Be Done' considered a devotional work?
Yes, 'Thy Will Be Done' is often considered a devotional work as it encourages readers to
engage in personal reflection and prayer, fostering a deeper relationship with God.
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