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The Corrie ten Boom Hiding Place is a powerful symbol of courage, faith, and
the human spirit in the face of adversity. The story of Corrie ten Boom and
her family during World War II has inspired countless individuals and serves
as a poignant reminder of the impact one person can have on the lives of
others. In this article, we will delve into the history of the ten Boom
family, the creation of the hiding place, and the lessons we can learn from
their experiences.

Background of the Ten Boom Family

The ten Boom family was a deeply religious Dutch family living in Haarlem,
Netherlands. They were devoted members of the Reformed Church and had a long



history of community service and humanitarian work. Among them were:

- Corrie ten Boom: The youngest of the ten Boom siblings, she was born on
April 15, 1892. Corrie worked as a watchmaker and was known for her strong
faith and compassion.

- Betsie ten Boom: Corrie's older sister, born in 1888, who shared Corrie's
commitment to their faith and humanitarian values.

- Casper ten Boom: The patriarch of the family, born in 1852, who was a
watchmaker and played a significant role in their community.

The ten Booms were known for their open-door policy, often providing shelter
and assistance to those in need. This welcoming nature would become pivotal
during the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands.

The Nazi Occupation and the Need for a Hiding
Place

As the Nazi regime tightened its grip on Europe, the situation for Jews in
the Netherlands became increasingly dire. The ten Boom family, aware of the
persecution of Jews, felt compelled to help those in need. By the early
1940s, the family began to shelter Jewish individuals and members of the
Dutch resistance in their home.

Establishing the Hiding Place

In 1942, after a Jewish man named Hermann Slob visited their home seeking
refuge, the ten Boom family realized they needed to establish a more secure
hiding place. They converted a small room in their home, located above their
watch shop, into a secret hideout. This room became known as the "hiding
place."

The hiding place was ingeniously designed to remain undetected during raids.
Features included:

- A false wall: The room was concealed by a false wall that could be opened
and closed quickly.

- Ventilation: Small slits in the wall allowed for airflow, ensuring that
those hiding inside could breathe.

- Emergency plans: The family developed strategies for quickly hiding those
in danger, including code words and designated signals.

The Role of the Ten Boom Family

The ten Boom family played various roles in the resistance effort, showcasing



their bravery and commitment to helping others. Corrie, Betsie, and their
father worked tirelessly to provide shelter, food, and comfort to those
hiding in their home. Their efforts were supported by other members of their
community who were also willing to risk their lives to help.

The Arrest and Consequences

Despite their best efforts to remain undetected, the ten Boom family's
activities eventually attracted the attention of the Gestapo. On February 28,
1944, a tip-off led to a raid on their home. The family was arrested, and the
hiding place was discovered.

The consequences of their actions were severe:

1. Corrie and Betsie's imprisonment: The sisters were taken to Scheveningen
prison and later transferred to a concentration camp, Ravensbrick.

2. Casper ten Boom's death: Their father, Casper, was imprisoned during the
raid and died just ten days after being captured.

3. Struggles in the concentration camp: Corrie and Betsie faced inhumane
conditions, forced labor, and constant fear for their lives.

Despite the horrors they encountered, Betsie remained steadfast in her faith
and encouraged Corrie to do the same. They held onto their hope, believing
they could make a difference even in the darkest of times.

Life After the War

After the war ended in 1945, Corrie ten Boom was liberated from Ravensbruck.
She returned to the Netherlands, where she learned about the tragic fate of
many of her family members and friends. The loss was profound, but Corrie
felt a strong calling to share her story and the lessons learned during her
captivity.

Writing "The Hiding Place"

In 1971, Corrie published her autobiography, "The Hiding Place," which
detailed her family's experiences during the war and their acts of
resistance. The book quickly gained popularity and was translated into
multiple languages. It also inspired a film adaptation released in 1975,
further spreading the ten Boom family's message of hope and resilience.



Legacy of Corrie ten Boom

Corrie ten Boom dedicated her life to sharing the message of forgiveness,
faith, and the importance of standing up against oppression. She traveled
across the globe, speaking about her experiences and encouraging others to
promote love and understanding.

Key aspects of her legacy include:

- Forgiveness: Corrie's encounters with former Nazi soldiers after the war
taught her the power of forgiveness. She emphasized the importance of letting
go of hatred and embracing compassion.

- Humanitarian work: Corrie continued to support humanitarian efforts and
worked with organizations that provided assistance to those in need.

- Educational outreach: Through speaking engagements, she educated people
about the Holocaust and the importance of remembering history to prevent
future atrocities.

Lessons from the Hiding Place

The story of the Corrie ten Boom hiding place offers valuable lessons that
resonate today:

1. The power of individual action: The ten Boom family's willingness to help
others, even at great personal risk, illustrates how one person's actions can
create a ripple effect of kindness and courage.

2. Faith in adversity: Corrie's unwavering faith during her imprisonment
serves as a reminder of the strength that belief can provide in trying times.
3. The importance of forgiveness: Corrie's message of forgiveness emphasizes
the necessity of healing and reconciliation in a world often divided by
conflict and hatred.

Conclusion

The Corrie ten Boom hiding place is not just a physical location; it
symbolizes hope, resilience, and the enduring human spirit. The ten Boom
family's story serves as a testament to the power of love and compassion in
overcoming darkness. As we reflect on their legacy, we are reminded of our
responsibility to stand against injustice and to provide a helping hand to
those in need, ensuring that the lessons learned from their experiences
continue to inspire future generations.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Corrie ten Boom and what is her
significance?

Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch watchmaker and a Christian who helped many Jews
escape the Holocaust during World War II by hiding them in her family's home.
She is significant for her bravery and her message of forgiveness and faith.

What is 'The Hiding Place' in relation to Corrie ten
Boom?

‘The Hiding Place' refers to the secret room in Corrie ten Boom's home in
Haarlem, Netherlands, where she and her family hid Jews from the Nazis. It
became a symbol of hope and resistance during the war.

What happened to Corrie ten Boom after she was
discovered hiding Jews?

After being discovered, Corrie ten Boom and her family were arrested by the
Nazis. She was sent to a concentration camp, where she endured harsh
conditions. She was later released due to a clerical error, while her family
members died in captivity.

How did Corrie ten Boom's experiences during the
Holocaust influence her later life?

After the war, Corrie ten Boom became a prominent speaker and author, sharing
her experiences and emphasizing the importance of forgiveness, faith, and
reconciliation in the aftermath of trauma.

What themes are explored in Corrie ten Boom's book
'The Hiding Place'?
The themes explored in 'The Hiding Place' include faith, forgiveness, the

power of love, resilience in the face of suffering, and the moral imperative
to stand against injustice.

In what ways is Corrie ten Boom honored today?

Corrie ten Boom is honored through various means, including the Corrie ten
Boom House Museum in Haarlem, educational programs about the Holocaust, and
the continued publication of her writings and teachings on forgiveness and
faith.

What lessons can modern society learn from Corrie



ten Boom's story?

Modern society can learn lessons of courage, compassion, and the importance
of standing up against oppression. Her story serves as a reminder of the
impact individuals can have in fighting for justice and protecting the
vulnerable.
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